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LETTER I. 

Jane Roper to Lord Cromwell, a.d. ] 538. 

[miscellaneous exchequer documents, second series, no. 1954 
ROLLS house. Holograph.} 

•^« Jane Roper was the daughter and co-heir of Sir John Fineux, 
Speaker and Lord Chief Justice of England, and widow of John 
Roper, of Eltham, in Kent, Attorney-General to Henry VIII. She 
had three sons — William, Christopher, and Edward, and six daughters, 
several of whom married law lords. Her daughter Elizabeth was 
married to John Pilborough, afterwards one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, and it is in reference to his preferment that the present 
letter was written. 

Mrs. Roper was a woman of high and active spirit. She wrote 
another letter to Lord Cromwell, remonstrating against one of his 
agents for letting to another person a farm which had been promised 
to her, and adds, ^ although it be no great hinderance unto me^ yet 
the rebiike that shall ensue grieveth me more than the loss of 100/." 
She goes on to request his influence in behalf of her son Cbristoph 
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whom people think must he in disgrace, because he is not advanced 
like others. "And though," she says, " that youth so reigneth in 
him that rather pleasure than profit is esteemed, yet nature with 
motherly love constraineth me to write and speak for him." * She 
was so much attached to her two younger sons, that, on the death of 
her husband, she had to undergo a legal examination on suspicion of 
having influenced him to make a will in favour of them and herself, 
and against her eldest son William, who had no bequest whatever 
from his father, on the ground that he was already in possession of a 
lucrative situation in Westminster.^ The examinations of the depo< 
nents are curious, but ra<her lengthy.^ The affair was ultimately 
of importance enough to be brought into parliament, and an act was 
passed for the settlement of the disputes between the mother and 
8ons.<^ The will of Jane Roper herself is printed by Sir Harris 
Nicolas ; « it was proved July 29th, 1544, so that she cannot have 
Bnrviyed Hit date of the present letter many years. 



In my most humble wise I have me commended 
mito your good lordship. And although, my good 
lord, I am already exceedingly bounden unto you 
for your manifold goodnesses, evermore shewed unto 
me and unto my poor friends, for my sake, whereof • 
I am not able to recompense any part indeed, but of 
bounden duty, must persevere your daily beadwoman 
to God for the continuance of your prosperous 
estate; yet the good behaviour of my son, Pil'- 
borough, your servaxit, towards me^ and my natnnil 

* Ifiseel. Letters, 2nd geries, vol. xxxt. fol. 142. State Paper Offieou. 

^ She was executrix of the will, and amongst the Miscellaaeoaa 
Exchequer Documents is a complaint from one John Littlseots to 
Wolsey that she delayed or reftised to pay him 40/. owed by hor late 
husband as part pnrohase meoey for some lands. 

o BfliBcen8neoii» Exchequer DoeiimentB» 2nd sbobb^ No. 1067. 
RoUk House; 

^ Statutes of the Reahn^ Toi. in* p. 309. 

« Testamenta Vetnsta, ¥0); ii. p. 71^; 
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love to my daughter, his wife, compel me now to 
desire most heartily, your good lordship to be good 
lord unto my said son, and preserve him to be 
attorney unto the queen, whom, as I hear say, by 
God's grace, the king's highness pleaseth shortly 
most nobly to marry. And your lordship's so doing 
shall not be to my said son more pleasure than to 
me comfort, which, God reward you, you have 
always tendered in me ; and, neverthdess, bind my 
said son evermore, both with deed to his little power, 
and good-will of his poor heart, to recompense 
during an his life. 

And forasmuch, also, my good lord» that I hear 
aay it is the king's pleasure shortly to coma down 
mto thnr country of Kent, I do prepare to receive 
your lordship most gladly into my poor house, which 
is BO mudi enric^ied^ in my rmnembranoe of your 
once being there, that my special trust is, you wiH 
never hereafter fail to be as^bold thereof as of your 
own. And' thus Almighty God grant your lordship 
prosperously long to live in your honourable estate. 

Writtemi. the 16th day of this present month of 
November, by her which is no less yours than she 
is bounden. 

Janb^ Ropbb; 

To tfao Right Hononzahle and 
mymoBt singiilar good lord, 
the Lozd Privy Seal, five 
this. 
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LETTER 11. 

Anne^ Lady Bussell^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 
[howabd lettebs, p. 296. From the Original^l 

•«• Anne, Lady Russell, was the daughter and heiress of Sir Guy 
Sapcotes, Knight, from whom she inherited the manor of Cheneys, 
in Buckinghamshire, and the widow of Sir J. Broughton, by whom 
she had a son and two daughters.^ 

Her second husband was at first a simple country gentleman, of 
good education and considerable ability. He was indebted to an 
accidental circumstance for his elevation. In 1506, when Philip the 
Handsome, of Austria, and his queen, Joanna of Castile, were storm- 
driven upon the coast of Weymouth, they were received by Sir F. 
Trenchard, a neighbouring knight. He, anxious about the entertain- 
ment of his royal guests, sent in all haste for Mr. Russell, who, 
having travelled much, was considered the most competent person to 
hold intercourse with the illustrious strangers. Philip was so 
pleased with his companion, that he took him to Windsor, and intro- 
duced him to Henry VIL In 1522 he was knighted ; in 1539 he was 
made Baron Russell of Cheneys ; in 1543 Lord Privy Seal ; and on 
the 19th of January, 1550, he was created Earl of Bedford; and is 
the ancestor of the dukes of that noble house. 

The letter before us is presumed to be addressed to Lord Crom- 
well, from internal evidence, and also from the circumstance that, 
since the Wolsey, Cromwell, and Lisle Papers are the only domestic 
documents of that period that are still extensively preserved, and 
several of them have at different times been stolen from the State 
receptacle, to which, on the attainder of their owners, they were con- 
signed, and found their way into private collections, any letter in which 
the superscription is lost, may be fairly supposed to have been ad- 
dressed to one of these three. It is no less strange than true that 
these nobles performed a greater service to their country by their 
supposed treasonable acts than they could have done by any exploits, 
however brilliant, since the seizure and consequent preservation of 
their [papers have handed down to posterity a vast mass of docu- 
ments, alike valuable to the historian and biographer. 

The editor of the Howard Letters says, in reference to the epistle 
now laid before the reader :— ** This letter is published to show the 

* See note, vol. ii. p. 29, of the present work. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 5 

early taste for quackery, which, like the frogs in Egypt, got into the 
king's palace. Howeyer, it chanced to torn out a valuable medicine, 
and was purchased of the king for 5,000/. It is thought to be what 
we now call the Grascoigne powder." 

The illness of Sir John Russell was tedious, for he wrote to 
Cromwell, the 2nd of the following October, to say that he was only 
just recovered from it ; ^ and his lady, who was then enceinte, either 
from infection, or the anxiety of attendance, was a sharer in his 
indisposition.^ 

Lady Russell survived her husband, and lived to a good old 
age. She lies interred by him in the north side of the church 
of her ancestral manor of Cheneys, since that time the burial-place 
of the house of Bedford, where their coroneted forms sleep in sculp- 
tured alabaster amidst the proud insignia of their noble race. 



In most bumble manner, I commend me unto your 
lordsbip ; so it is, tbat it batb pleased God to visit my 
busband witb a burning ague, ensuring your lordsbip 
be was as sick and as sore bandied witb it yesterday 
as ever I saw bim in my life ; and as your lordsbip 
sball perceive by tbe letter tberein, I sent to London 
to a cbaplain of my busband's, to send bim pbysicians, 
but]^be could get none tbat my busband bad any mind 
to. Wberefore tbis sball be most beartily to beseecb 
your lordsbip, of your goodness, tbat you will belp 
bim, so tbat Doctor Butts, or tbe Spanisb pbysician, 
migbt come bitber ; for if tbey did but see my bus- 
band, be would tbink bimself balf bealed. 

^ Miscellaneoua Letters, 2nd series, voL xxxvii. fol. 302. State 
Paper Office. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle, Sept. 26 ; Lisle Papers, vol. xii« fol. 6. 
State Paper Office. In a previous letter, dated August 16th, Husee 
mentions their sickness, and tells Lady Lisle that if with the first 
messenger she would send unto them of all her sundry conserves, it 
would be taken for gentle remembrance. — Ibid. fol. 7L , 
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FurtherBUxre, there kapowder that the lung's graee 
gave to my lord Admiral 'which mj hufiband haHi a 
great mind unto ; and if your lordship could get a 
£ew of that of the king's grace for him^ you should do 
him the greatest pleasure in the world. At the writing 
of this letter, I had^ nor could get, no physicians, as 
knoweth Him, who preserve your good lordab^. 
By your poor beadswoman, 

Anns 'ELvmsell. 

At Chejrnes, July 29th. 



LETTER III. 
Elizabeth, Lady Wheathell^ to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1 538. 

[MISCEL. letters, second SEBIES, TOL. XLYIII. no. 351. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original,'] 

*^* Sir Richard Wheathell, the hushand of Lady Wheathell, a 
letter from whom has previously been giveo^ died at Qalais in the 
autumn of 1537.^ Various disfputes arose soon afterwards betweetn 
her and her son Robert, which occasioned the two following letters 
to Cromwell, land also a third and subsequent one in the same 
▼olmne, siinfltcr in style and subject.*' Lord CromwelFs replies are 
sot in existence ; but that he did intexfere and partially succeed in 
settling the dispute appears from a letter addressed to him by 
Edward Lee, Archbishop of York, dated June 11th, 1538, thankiiig 
him for his goodoesB in trying to Bdttle the long and unnatval 
variance between Lady )^heathell and her son Robert, and request- 

^ A letter from him to Cromwell, as Lord Priyy Seal, dat^d 
August 22nd, l&a;, in whieh he speaks of the hind treatment he 
received from Lord Lisle, is in Uie same volume with the present, 
fol. 347. 

i> Dated Jaaoai^ 30th, md ^oidoEsed AP uau (1&39)» Whenee 
it is evident tfant the pMseiii/kfctflBi ivmn wiittso 4a ladS. 



ILI^USTRIQUa LADIES. 7 

iag jHm to iniorCere liuii^hel* JadyBh%>?8 daiighter^ who wasiuA kuuk 
womaiiymight have lier marriage money doljr paid. * 



B^t liononrable and mine espedafl good lord, 

In most humble wise I commend me unto your 
good lordship, beseedhing iihe same, in the way of 
dharity, to be good lord unto (me) in my right. So 
it is that it hath pleased our Lord to take into fais 
mercy my good husband (whose soul Ood pardon), 
to my great loss and discomfort, and now his son* 
and mine, like an unnatural child, putteth me into 
right great trouble, and wiH not suffer his father^'s 
will to stand in any case ; but keepeth me from my 
living, and his brethren and sisters in like wise>; hj 
mean whereof his father's debts cannot be paid, nor 
his bequests performed ; so that I am constrained to 
sne to the law here for my living, according to thelaw, 
use, and custom here, of long time used. Where- 
fore I beseech your good lordship, in the most hum- 
ble wise that I can, to be good lord to me that am 
a poor widow, in my right. 

My son maketh many friends against me to do me 
wrong; and I have no friend but God^ and sneh 
friends as God will send me to help me in my right. 
Wherefore eftsoons I beseeah your lordship to Ibe 
good lord to me, and to help me, that I may have 
right according unto the law here used. My lord, I 
have been married unto my husband these forty-six 
years, and have borne him fourteen children, and have 

ft MisceL Letters, 2iid seriefly tqL Jeu«£oL fi9S, 
^ Sip Robert WheatheU. 
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had much trouble all my life, as it is right well known, 
by reason of his prisonment and otherwise, which he 
hath right well considered in his wiH at his deaths if 
it may stand, both for me and all his children, and 
hath left me two younger sons and three daughters 
yet unmarried ; as also for the payment of his debts> 
the which he was in, partly for his ransom, as I 
shewed your lordship when I was with you, and 
partly for purchasing of lands for his youngest sons^ 
to the intent that my unnatural son's living should be 
the better. As also he was at right great charge for 
the suit for a room for him here, which charges he 
little considereth. 

My lord, I was worth unto my husband'*s friends 
in money, goods, and lands, better than a thousand 
marks ; and now to be left with nothing, were against 
all reason and conscience. My son hath taken a 
letter ad colligendum^ and hath appraised all hia 
father's goods and chattels^ contrary unto his will; 
insomuch (saving your honour) he hath appraised the 
bed that I do lie in ; which I do think is an unnatural 
handling of a child unto his mother. As our Lord 
knoweth, who ever preserve your good lordship in 
long and prosperous life. 

From Calais, 20th April. 

By your beadwoman, 

Dame Elizabeth ^Wheathell. 



To the Bight Hononrahle and 
mine especial good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal, be 
this given. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 



LETTER IV. 

Elizabeth^ Lady Wheathell^ to Lord Cromwell. - 
A.D. 1538. 

[miscellaneous] LETTESS, [second series, YOL. XLYIII. NO. 353. 

STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,^ 

Right honourable and mine especial good lord, 

In the humblest manner that I can, I recommend 
me unto your good lordship, and in like wise do thank 
your good lordship for the great goodness shewed 
unto me in my suits, for the which I beseech Al- 
mighty God to reward you. And where it pleased 
your lordship to let me have the king's commission 
hither unto my lord chamberlain and others, the 
which commission, as I do understand, is returned 
imto your lordship, but what that they have done in 
it I know not, but as I do perceive they have not 
determined what that I shall have, wherefore I do 
fear me, unless that you be my (good) lord, I shall 
sustain great wrong, for the matter is so borne that 
I shall not have law according to the use and customs 
of long time here used. And if it would please your 
lordship to send a strait commandment unto the 
lawyers* here, to advertise you what their use and cus- 
toms have been of long time used ; and that it may 
please your lordship to determine the matter, I will 
put my matter wholly into your lordship's hands, or 
else I would be content that he would let the will 
stand. Also, my lord, there hath been communica- 

*■ Lawet in MS. 

B 2 
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tion for agreement between my son and me, and I 
was content to take a hundred marks de claro (clear) 
by the year, and to suffer him to have lOZ. by the 
year more than his father hath given him by his will, 
and that the rest of the land should have gone to the 
. performing of the will. 

And for because I demanded a little house in the 
country vrith a little farm of the value of 20 quarters 
of wheat by the year, the which my hudband and I 
have always kept in our hands to maintain our poor 
house, the which farm my husband hath given me 
by his will, and I do ask to have it in part of the 
hundred marks, and to allow unto him as much as 
it hath been accustomed to be letten to form ; but he 
will not agree in no wise that I shall have it, unless 
that I will let him have the one half of the house and 
farm, and his wife and he to be in house with me, uirto 
the which I will not agree, considering his imnatural 
handling of me that am his mother. And thus he 
puts me unto much trouble and will not be ^ordered 
by no law, nor will not let his father's will stand, nor 
will not fall unto no point by entreaty of fnends. 
And for this small farm, which is but 20 quarters of 
wheat by the year besides the king^s rent, the agree- 
ment is broken ; the which farm I cannot forbear for 
the maintenance of my poor house. 

My lord, I never received of all my husband's 
land since that my husband died, which is a year 
^ast, unto my behoof, not past 4/. 125. sterling, and 
thus he driveth me unto extreme trouble and poverty. 
Wherefore I humbly beseech ypur good lordship, in 
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the wAy of charity, to be my, help in my right, m 

that I and my poor children may have our right and 

Kving ; for here the law shall not be suffered to pro^ 

eeed. And whereas I have occupied the said honse 

and farm since my husband died, and there"remained 

the chattels appraised and not yet sold, and also I 

have some wheat there now^ ere any determinatioai 

be had by the law or otherwise, my son hath arrested 

the said farm, so that there was never poor widow so 

cruelly handled by her own child. Wherefore my 

especial and singular good lord, I 'beseech your good 

lordship to be my good lord in this my great trouble, 

<ir eke I know wdl it will cost me my life, and that 

shortly: as our Lord knoweth, who ever preserve 

your lordship. 

Written at Calais, the 7th day of November, 

By your humble bead woman. 

Dame Elizamtfh Wheathell, 

A poor widpw. 
To H^l Right Honourable 
And my nngulsr good 
lord, my Lord Privy Seal. 



LETTER V. 

Princess Mary to Lord CromweU. a.d. 1538. 

Eoonoii MB. APPBMmx xzix. FOL. 63 ; SECOND FOLIATION. Holograph 
much bumi, supplibd fbom smith ms. no. 68, fol. 19. bodlbiaN 

UBRABT.] 

*«• The poffltion of Mary from the period of her ill^timation to the 
birth of her brother was peculiar, since, after ^the disgrace of Anne 
Boleyn, the princess Elizabeth was in the same situation as herself^ 
and although the king had two children, he had no acknowledged 
iMir to tbe throne. The emperor tried hard to procure the ie^ti- 
mation of his cousin Mary, but his interference mm iikm^ts^ 
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resented by the king^ as appears from the following notice of a 
reply to his application :— 

^<To the second oyerture, touching the legitimation of onr 
daughter Mary, we answered that, forasmuch as she is our natural 
daughter, in case she shall, in her doings, shew her due obedience 
onto us, and humbly submit herself to our grace, without reluctiu 
tion, contention, or wrestling against the determination of our 
laws, to the observation whereof she is also bound both by God's 
laws and civil orders, we shall not only know her for our daughter, 
but use her besides in all things as, to the degree of the daughter of 
80 great a prince^and the honour of her parentage, shall be seemly 
and convenient. Nevertheless, we said unto him that we would 
not herein be diverted or pressed, no^ have any other prescription 
made unto us, or any other order devised for her entertainment, 
degree in honour, or continuance,' than should proceed from the 
inclination of our own heart, which, by her humility, and the gentle 
proceedings towards us of such as pretend to be her friends, might 
be so moved, afifected and tempted, as the emperor should not have 
cause to take thought for her entreaty or the advancement of her 
estate, and certainty of living in that degree of honour that shall 
appertain." The king goes on to assure the emperor that God 
of his goodness had given him *' wisdom, policy, and most plentiful 
years,'' so necessary for a prince to direct his affairs by, and declines 
peremptorily all foreign advice or dictation, in the management \pt 
his children or his realm.^ 

At length, however, the council thought proper that some pro>- 
vision should be made for the princesses. Their reasonings were 
as follows :— 

^ First, whereas his highness hath two daughters, (though not 
lawful, yet king's daughters) considering that all amities are com- 
monly concluded either upon the frankness of the parties, and the 
entire love that sometime chanceth to be between prince and prince, 
or upon conjunctions and alliances in blood and consanguinity ; it 
is thought necessary that these two daughters should be made of 
some] estimation, without the which no man will have any great 
respect or desire unto them. And, forasmuch as the one of them is of 
more age than the other, and more apt to make a present alliance 
than the other, for want of age, is, if it might please the king's 
highness to declare her according to his laws, which, to her estima- 
tion, is thought will be a great thing, or else otherwise to advance 

» Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 179. State Paper 
Office, Bub anno 1537. 
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her to some certain Hying, decent for such an estate ; it is thought 
the same would hring her to that reputation that the more suit 
-would he made for her^ and that, percase, with some acceleration, 
and then a like direction to he taken for my lady Elizaheih." 

The object of the council was to make a friend of the French 
king, by giving Mary to the Duke of Orleans.^ These negotiations 
all fell through, however, and Mary still continued an object of 
jealous surveillance to her father's council, when the following 
letters were written. 



My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you, 
these shall be to give you thanks for the gentle 
and friendly letter, which I received from you upon 
Sunday last, whereby I may well perceive not only 
your continual diligence to further me in the king's 
highness' favour, (which, I take God to my judge, 
is mine only comfort and treasure in this world), 
but also your wise and friendly counsel in adver- 
tising me to eschew such things, whereby I might 
seem to give any other occasion than should be 
expedient for me ; for the which your goodness, my 
lord, I think myself more bound to you than ever I 
did. For, rather than I would willingly commit 
any jot contrary to the increasing of the king's 
majesty's favour, my most gracious and benign 
father, towards me, I would not only utterly eschew 
all occasions to the contrary, (according to my 
foounden duty), but also suffer certain pain of body ; 
for I take that for the chief part of my life in this 
world. 

Wherefore, concerning the lodging of strangers 

State Papers, vol. i. p. 545. April 3rd, 1537. 
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ikai you write to me of, although I fear it hath been 
reported to the worst, nevertheless, I will promise 
you, with God^s help, from henceforth to re&ain 
it so utterly, that of right none shall have cause to 
speak of it ; desiring you, my lord, for God's sake, 
to continue your goodness, both in exhorting me 
to follow such things as you think most conv^iient 
for me, and how I may eschew the contrary. For 
I confess the frailty of my youth to be such, tha^ 
by negligence I may forget myself, without the Atay 
of good counsel; which, whensoever I shall heai^ 
I trust to follow to the uttermost of my powei^ 
with God's grace. To whose ke^ng I commit yoU) 
desiring him to reward you for your friendly psx!t 
in this matter towards me, with all others, in times 
past. From Hichmond, the 27th of May. 

Your assured, bounden &iend, during my Ufe, 

Mary. 

LETTER VI. 

Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

ISHITH MS. NO. 68. FOL. 15. BODLEIAN LIBBJLRT.] 

*«* The^visit of the imperial ambassadors to the princess MJu^ 
and her brother is detailed in a letter from the princess to Lord 
Cromwell, whiefa is prmted from the Holograph in the State Paper 
Office by Miss Strickland,^ and which bears date << Tuesday/' pro- 
bably August 25th, the day after the present. 

^ << Queens of England/' vol. y. p. 233. Miss Strickland, misled 
by a mistake, now corrected, in the calendar of the Domestic Records 
in the State Paper Office, has dated this letter 1542. This date (s 
^ooanifestly incorrect^ since it was written to Cromwell, who was 
behelided in 1540. The true date seems to be 1538. The original is 
in Domestic Records, temp. Henry YIII. No. 373. 
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My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you, I 
have received your letters by this hearer, whereby I 
do perceive the king's highness', my most gracious 
father's, pleasure touching my communication to the 
emperor s ambassadors, when they shall come to visit 
the prince's grace, my brother ; which thing, although 
(his grace^s pleasure except) I would have been very 
loath ^to have spoken of, considering myself a young 
maid, and very willing to continue that life, if his said 
majesty will permit the same ; nevertheless, according 
to my duty, I shall fulfil all things contained in your 
letters, as well as my simple wit will serve me ; and 
also write their whole answer unto you, as soon as 
they shall depart. 

In the mean while, not forgetting the inestimable 
goodness of the king's majesty towards me, in esteem- 
ing^ my bestowing more than I h&ve, or shall de- 
serve, which can do nothing, but (as I am most 
bounden) in all things obey his grace's c(unmandments 
to the end of my life ; as knoweth Ood, whose hel^ 
I shall continually ask to perform my said duty ; and 
thus commit you to his holy keeping. 

From Portgore ; this Saint Bartholomew's 
day, at after dinner.^ 
Your assured loving friend, during my life, 

Maay. 

* JExteming in US. ^ August 24th. 
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LETTER VII. 
Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[smith MS. NO. 689 FOL. 16. BODLEIAN LIBRABT.] 

My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you ; for- 
asmuch as I have always found your gentleness such 
as never refused to further my continual suits to you, 
it maketh me the bolder to use mine accustomed 
manner in writing to you, to be mean for me to the 
king's highness for such things as I have need of, 
which at this time is this : it hath pleased the king's 
majesty, my most gracious father, of his great good- 
ness, to send me, every quarter of this year, forty 
pounds, as you best know ; for you were always a 
mean for it, as (I thank you) you be for all my other 
suits. And, seeing this quarter of Christmas must 
needs be more chargeable than the rest, specially con- 
sidering the house I am in, I would desire you, if 
your wisdom thought it most convenient, to be a 
suitor to the king's said highness (if it may so stand 
with his gracious pleasure), somewhat to increase that 
sum. And thus, my lord, I am ashamed always to 
be a beggar to you ; but that the occasion at this 
time is such that I cannot choose. Wherefore, I 
trust in your goodness, you will accept it thereafter. 
And thus I commit you to God, desiring him to 
reward you for all your pains taken for me. 

From Hunsdon, the 8th of December. 

Your assured loving friend, during my life, 

Mary. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Mary^ Lady Kingston, to Mr. Wriothesley. a.d. 1538. 
[howabd letters, p. 312. From the Original,'] 

*«* The following letter is written in reference to the Princess 
Mary, by the wife of Sir William Kingston.* From the mention of 
the Lord Privy Seal, its date must be between 1536 and 1540, when 
Cromwell held that office, and it was probably written in 1538, when 
the court had been in mourning for Queen Jane Seymour. The 
letter is fall of character, both in the tenderness with which her kind 
friend sought to remind the king of the pleasure he was wont to take 
in his daughter's attire, and of the cool indifference with which he 
answered that she might wear whatever she chofle.** 

Master Wriothesley, 

After my hearty commendations unto you," this 
shall be to advertise you I have sent to know the king's 
grace's pleasure, whether my lady's grace should leave 
wearing of black this Easter, or no. And his grace's 
answer was, that she might wear what colour she 
would. Wherefore, if you think but convenient, my 
lady's grace desireth you now to be a suitor to my 
lord Privy Seal, to speak to the king's grace for her 
wearing her white taffety edged with velvet, which used 
to be to his own liking whenever he saw her grace, 
and suiteth to this joyful feast of our Lord's holy 
rising from the dead. 

Thus fare you well ; from 

Your most bounden 

A. Kingston. 

* A curious notice of this lady occurs in a letter from Cromwell to 
Henry VIII.— State Papers, vol. i. p. 597. 

b This passage is decisive as to the letter referring to Mary, because 
Elizabeth was at that time too young to have any choice in matters of 
attire. 
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LETTER IX. 

Margarety Queen of Scotland, to Henry Vin. 

[SCOTLAND BOTAL LBTTEBS, YOL. I. NO. 37. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph.'} 

*0* The young Queen of Scotland alluded to in the foUamriDg[ 
letter was the eekhrated Maiy of Guise, mother of Mary Queen fif 
Seots^ who was selected to cons<de James Y. for ihe loss of his beau- 
tiful and lamented wife Magdalen of France. 

Dearest brother, 

Pleaseth your grace to consider now the coming in 
this realm the lady to be spouse to your nepliew, our 
dearest son, and with her comes sundry strangers, 
for the which, an it pleaseth your grace, we think to 
address us at that time, according so far as we may, 
to the honour of your grace and our noble proge- 
nitors. Wherefore an it pleaseth your grace to be so 
good and kind brother to us as to support with part 
of money and some silver work, as pleaseth best 
your grace (to) do, for we may charge your grace 
before all earthly creature. Beseeching your grace^ 
in our most humble manner, of your grace's pardoa 
hereunto, and that it please your grace advertise 
me with this bearer of your grace's will anent the 
premises in writing. And if it please your grace do 
such pleasure and honour to me your only faithful 
sister, yrour grace shall more and more think the 
same well merited as my possible power may. Aud 
Almighty God conserTe your grace ^emally. i 

By the evil hancl of your grace's humfble sister, 

Margaret B.. 
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LETTER X. 
Queen Margaret to King Henry VIII. a.d. 1538. 

[seOtLAKD VOTJL IBTBOV, VOL. I. NO. 38. gZllE PiJSR OFVICB. 

Holograph much mttt\UUed,'\ 

Dearest brother f he king, 

In my most loving manner I recommend me to 
your grace ; whom please to wit that I think very 
long since I heard from [yonr] grace, believing I am 
out of your rem[embrance. Not] withstanding , I will 
write to your grace such [news] as occurs here in this 
realm. Your grace shall understand that the king 
my dearest son is in good health and prosperity, and 
the queen his wife, and great love betwixt them, and 
great honour done to her, and she is right richfy 
come here in this realm. It may be well understood 
by her that she hath good friends, and has looked 
greatly to her honour. I trust she shall prove a wise 
princess. Your grace shall understand that, since 
her coming in this realm, I have been much in her 
company, and she bears her very honourably to me, 
with very good entreating, as may be, and hearty. 
And she asked at me, when I heard any word out of 
your realm from your grace. I said, but short since 
I heard from you. Now, dearest brother, since it is 
that here is an other princess than I, your only 
sister, I beseech your grace that it may be seen and 
understood that you will be a kind and aloving brother 
to me, for that will be great occasion to the king 
my [son, and all] his realm to honour me and entr[eat 
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me in such wise] as will (be) to your grace's honour. 
For every [body doeth somewhat] for their friend. 
Your grace hath been ever a kind brother and prince 
to me, and now is as good time to continue in the 
same, and I shall ever on my part deserve it, as I 
may ; and in this realm I trust I may do your grace 
both honour and pleasure. Herefor, dearest brother, 
I beseech you remember that you have no more sisters 
but me, and do in such sort that it may be seen 
[your] brotherly heart toward me. For I think 
very [unkindly] that I should be so near you and 
your realm, I being your only sister, and of long time 
have no word nor writing from your grace, but 
like as you set not by me, nor cared not how I were 
entreated, which I trust I did never deserve. I think 
right heavy that now, when I come to age, I should 
be forgot with your grace, seeing I have ever kept a 
good part to you and your realm at my power, and 
ever shall. I can say no more, but I will think long, 
while I have answer of my writing, and know your 
grace^s good mind toward me with this bear.er. 
And God preserve your grace. 

Written at Edinborough, the last day of July, by 
the hand of 

Your loving sister, 

Maroarbt R. 
To the King's Grace, my dearest brother. 
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LETTER XL 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

XlISLE PAPKBS, vol. I. NO. 80. STATE PAPKB OFFICE. OH^fto/.] 

*«* Dming the time that Anne Basset resided with the Countess 
of Sussex, she fell into disgrace alike with her mother and her 
patroness. Her fault seems to have been, that, having received 
from her mother a present of 120 pearls for a girdle, which she 
thought were not enough, since the queen required the girdles to be 
set quite full of pearls, or otherwise they might not be worn, 
she had some time afterwards given away her pearls, without 
permission, to her cousin, Catherine Stradling,^ who had treated her 
with great kindness. For this act of imprudent generosity, she was 
severely reprimanded on the part of Husee, Lady Lisle's factotum^ 
who had now come in for the offices of purveyor, provider, wardrobe 
keeper, and supervisor of her ladyship's daughters. He thus 
recounts the penitence of the young delinquent.^^ 

'< Mrs. Anne will never offend you again in like case. I have so 
ordered the matter, that I trust nobody shall speak of this more 
than she and I. Such apparel and stuff as she hath undoubtedly 
she saveth and keepeth the best that ever I saw any. Your ladyship, 
I trust, will now be good lady unto her, for she taketh the matter 
very heavily, and against amends and repentance your ladyship 
cannot be." And again, three days afterwards'' — " Mrs. Anne 
maketh not a little moan for your displeasure, but weepeth and 
taketh on right heartily. I was very quick with her at the first ; but 
seeing her so penitent and sorry at the second time, I was somewhat 
more qualified." 

But, though her mother forgave her. Lady Sussex^ was not quite so 
easily appeased, and Husee wrote to say that, as far as he could per- 
ceive, she was not well pleased with her, and though the matter was 
forgiven, it was not forgotten. 

* Husee to Lady Lisle, Lisle Papers, vol. xi. art. 47. 
*> Ibid. vol. xii. art. 44. 

c Lisle Papers^ vol. xii. art. 43, May 2nd, 1538. 
<» Ibid. art. 44, May 5th. 

* Ibid. vol. xL art. 43. 
Ibid. art. 98, date May 26th. 
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The next repori^ howeyer, was one of unqualified approbation. 
<< I assure your ladyship, both by my Lady Sussex' report and by Mrs. 
Stayning's, and also by the report of all the gentlewomen, Mrs. Anne 
is clearly altered, and in manner no fault can be found in her. So 
that I doubt not but that the worst is past, and from henceforth she 
wjill use herself as demurely and discreetly as the best of her fellows, 
1^ Lady Sussex willeth me to make her a gown of lion tawny satin, 
tpmed up with velyet of the same colour, and also to buy ber a 
standard for her gowns, which shall be done, God willing, against 
Christmas. And there is no doubt, whensoever the time shall oome^* 
she shall enjoy her accustomed place." 

The following letter is the first that Anne Basset wrote to her 
mother from England^ where she had then resided six months. 



Bight Honourable and my most especial good lady 
and mother, 

In my hmnblest wise I have me lowly commended 
unto my especial good lord and father, and unto your 
ladyship, according unto my natural and bounden 
duty, desiring your daily blessing, which is more 
comfort unto me than all worldly treasure ; beseech- 
ing your ladyship not to conceive any ingratitude 
; toward me, that I, according unto my duty, have not. 
written unto you since my coming into England. For 
surely, where your ladyship doth think that I can 
write English, in very deed I cannot, but that little 
that I can write is French ; and to cause any other to 
; write for me unto your ladyship in English I know 
! not whom I may trust to open my mind unto. Your 
ladyship I trust will even so accept it, and not to 
impute me to be thereby disobedient or remiss and 
negligent ; but if your ladyship will pardon me thiis, 
I trust hereafter you shall find no like fault in me. 
* That is, when a new queen arrives. 



I ^ye receired aJl tiiii^ by tfaiB bearec, and tonch- 
&ig the French puiiletr my hidy o£ Susaex will in hb 
yme let me pa^ from it ; beaeeching you to be so 
good lady and mother unto me, as to give unto Mrs; 
Griffia hearty thanks for her gentle token and remem- 
brafnce^ mito whom by this bearer I do send a poor 
tokra, which I will desire her to take aworth with 
my whole heart ; whereof she shall be well assured 
dmring my life ; giving her therewith my right entire 
and hearty commendations. And as for Madame de 
Ily(»i* I win not fail, as soon as I may haye any leisure, 
to write her a gentle and tibankful letter, with some 
like token, for her kind and loving remembrance 
towards me. I have received of Hugh Philkocks all 
things your ladyship sent me, saving myjefrome^ the 
which I beseech your ladyship to send me with the 
first, and also a frontlet, for James had the frcmtlets 
of black velvet your ladyriiip sent me^ and said your 
ladyship would send me another with the first. And 
if your ladyship would be so good lady unto me as to 
s^id me an edge of pearl and a tablet to wear, I 
were much bounden unto your ladyship, tor I have 
never a tablet to wear. My lord and my lady of 
Sussex hath them heartily commended unto you, and 
I Snd them both very good unto me^ and my said 
lady tarrieA but for her good hour, which I beseech 
Jesn to send her, to her ladyship'^s comfort and rejoice- 
ment of her friends. 

*• Her former govemeBs at Pont de Remy. 
*> So in MS^ but it is probably a corruption of chaperon, a small 
French hoo(f. 
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My cousin Jane Arundel and my cousin Staynings,* 
Mr, Oxenberg, and all other gentlewomen here hath 
them wholly commended unto your ladyship. I sent 
your ladyship, by Corbett and M. London, two tokens. 
And I knowledge myself not a little bounden unto 
your ladyship that it hath pleased the same to be so 
good lady and mother unto me as to so see me set 
forward, to your great cost and charge (which I do 
well consider) for my preferment in time coming ; for 
the which it lieth not in me to deserve any part 
thereof toward your ladyship, unless it be with my 
poor prayer, and in so using and ordering of myself 
that it shall be unto your comfort hereafter and 
rejoicement of my friends ; so that I have good hope 
your ladyship shall think the same right well bestowed 
and employed upon me. And thus I rest, putting me 
wholly unto your ladyship's hands, humbly desiring 
the same to continue good lady and mother unto me. 
My lord of Sussex findeth no fault with the wine 
you sent him, but only that the same is small : for I 
perceive my lord loveth great and mighty wines, as 
well Gascon as French.^ And, after my most loving 
recommendations unto my brother and sisters, I make 
an end of this rude libel ; beseeching your ladyship 
to take the same in good part and think it not long ; 
for me seemeth I can do no less but open my whole 
mind unto your ladyship, as unto her in whom, next 

a Probably the Elizabeth Staynings, a letter from whom has pre- 
viously been given. 

•> Husee records that my lord of Sussex and Mrs. Anne were 
very good friends — a friendship probably promoted by these and 
other presents.— Lisle Papers, vol. ii. art. 31 . 
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God^ my only trust dependeth, unto .whom I shall 
never cease to pray for the ppcserraiionf of my lord 
and your ladyship long in most joyful Hfe to eontinoe^ 
to the pfeasnre of God and your most hearths aggra- 
dation. From Londofi in haste the 15th day of 
March. 

liy your kdyship^s most loving 
and obedient daughter, 

Annb Bassrt. 

Madam. After the writing of this I wrote a letter 
unto Madame de Ryon, and send the same with a 
pair of Goemsey sleeres for her, by this bearer, the 
which I lowly desire your ladyship with the first to 
see conveyed raito her. 

Ta the &ig^ Honourable my 
aingnlar good lady and mother, 
theVlBcoimtesB LisTeVgood lady. 



LETTER XII. 

Mary Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

f UBKS WAWwm^rouujaoL, 124,aiATB paper otticb. Original FfmcJL] 

\* The weddmg aUnded to in the followmg leNer was that of 
John Basset, Lady Lisle's eldest son, to Lady Frances Flaalagnet, 
the eldest daughter of Lord Lisle. In a subsequent letter, dated 
Feb. 15th, Mary expresses her regret that Madame de Bours cannot 
aooompsny her to Cafatis ; but says her anxiety to see Lady Lisle is 
tmA, that die wiU come notwithstanding.* 

^ Lisle Papers, vol. i.^ art. 131. 
VOL. IIL C 
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Madam, 

I recommend myself most humbly to my lord's good 
grace and yours. 

Madam, I have been very glad to receive good 
news from you, for the greatest happiness I can have 
in this world is to receive it very often. From what 
I have understood by the bearer, you will shortly, 
within eight, ten, or twelve days, send to fetch me 
hence, to go to my brother's wedding. I entreat you, 
madam, to do me such a favour, and so to arrange it 
with my lord, that he may let me come with Madame, 
for I should be very sorry to have to leave Madame 
de Bours at all, for she has done me so much honour, 
and showed me so much friendship, that I shall never 
be able to forget how well situated I am. I have 
received by the bearer the toilet and shoes that you 
have sent me. I thank you most humbly for them, 
and also for the laced * gloves which you sent me by the 
present bearer. I entreat you, madam, to do me the 
favour to send me something good for a present for 
Madame de Bours' maid, for she does me as much 
service as is possible. I have not yet given her any- 
thing; so it is that she holds herself much indebted 
to you for two ells of worsted which you have sent 
her when I came first into this country, which will be. 
hers. I pray our Creator, madam, to give you a very 
good and long life. 

From Bours, the 28th of January. 

Your very hufnble and very obedient daughter, 

Mart Basset. 
To Lady Liale. 

» This word is partly torn— .... lase*8. 
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LETTER XIII. 

'M.ary Basset to her Sister Philippa Basset. 

[MISCELLiNBOUS LBTTBRS,' THIRD SERIES, VOL. I. FOL. 77. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Original French J\ 

\* The incident detailed in the following letter, of a young lady 
losing a pair V>f shoes in a game of chance with her waiting-maid, 
gives an odd notion of the poUtesse pervading a French seminary. 
There is extant another letter from Mary to her sister Philippa, in 
which she requests her to thank her father, lord Lisle, for his 
present of a demi-ducat, and to remind him of his promise to give 
her a gown. Lord Lisle seems to have treated his step-daughters 
with much kindly fEuniliarity. 



My good Sister and friend, 

I desire much to know good news of you and of my 
other sisters. If wishes availed anything I should be 
an hour with you every day, to teach you to speak 
French. I enjoy myself so much here in this 
country, that I should be very well satisfied, if I 
could only see my lady my mother very often, to 
return no more to England. I send you a green 
velvet purse, and a little pot to my sister Frances, and 
a gospel to my sister Catherine, and a parroquet to 
my lord my father, because he is very fond of birds ; 
I entreat you, sister, to have the goodness to present 
it to him, and tell him to send me something hand- 
some for this Whitsuntide. He has not sent me any- 
thing yet, although I have not forgotten him. There 
is a gentleman here who is called Philip, and for the 
love of your name he sends you a little basket. I 
had promised him a bow. I pray you to use a mean 
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with my lady to send it him by this bearer. I owe 
/a pair of shoes to the maid who attends to my wants, 
which I lost in placing against her. I much wish that 
my lady my mother would send her them. I have not 
^ yet made any present to Madame**s^^!nMKe de chambre. 
I should be very glad to have something to give her. 
Reconmiending myself well and humbly to your good 
fiivour, to the good favour of my sister Frances, and 
to that of my sister Catherine^ and to all the maids 
of my lady my mother, I beg to be recommended to 
Janssein. I should be very glad to know whether he 
be cured. I pray our Lord to give you a good 
husband, and very soon. Madame de Bours com- 
mends herself very much to your good tsavouB, and 
to my other sisters. 

From. Abbeville, the 14th of March. 
Your best sfister and friend &£ ev^. 

Mart Bashuef. 
Miss Philippa, mj good sister. 



LETTER XIV. 
Mary Basset to Lady Lisle. 



[lisle papbbs, yol. t. a&t. 121. STATE fapbh onracB. 0¥igmat 
FrenchJ] 

Madam, 

I recommend myself most humbly ta the good 
favour of my lord my father and youns. 

Madam, I am very weary of being so long without 
hearing good news fnun you. I have been vary gliuL 
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iihart Madmme de Bours «en(k to me you. it w&b tdd 
me at ATAeville that you ^ent me a letter ; but 
the messenger lost it; at which I was very much 
aanoyed. Madam^ I i^ank you most humbly for that 
which you sent me by John Somit. I am waiting till 
some one repasses through Abbeville, in order that I 
may send you tidings of myself. Madame, I entreat 
you to be so good to me as to Bend a pair of tooth- 
brushes to Madame, and a pair for me; she has 
very little from England ; if you would please to send 
her something, I should be very glad. There is 
a gentleman, a good friend of mine, who has begged 
a pair from me, and a pair of shoes. I should 
be very glad to make him a present of thenu This 
bearer will tell you who he i& I thiid: iimt Madame 
de Bours has written to you for some running-dogs 
for Monsieur d'Agincourt, and a white leveret for his 
brother. All the letters that I write -to you are ever 
only to make requests. I find each time that you 
bear me so much friendship, and do me so much 
honour, that I wish to be very grateful for the good 
affection which you have for me, which makes me so 
bold as to petition you. I conclude by praying our 
Lord, Madam, to give you a very good and long life. 

From Bours this 5th of September. 

Your very humble and very obedient daughter, 

Maby Basset. 

Mademoiselle d'Agincourt commendsherself humbly 
to your favour. 

To mj Lady Lisle. 
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Mary Basset is recorded to haye been a very loTely girl ;• bnt 
the only subsequent notice we find of her is, that an attempt was made 
t-o get her a post in the household of one of the Princesses, Mary or 
Elizabeth, which failed >> — and that she was with Lady Lisle at Calais 
on the disgrace of Lord Lisle, and shared her mother's imprisonment.*^ 



LETTER XV. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Thomas Thirlby. a.d. 1538. 

[from the OBIGINAL in the PBIYATE collection of B. lemon, ESQ.] 

♦«♦ The followiug curious letter was addressed to Thomas 
Thirlby, afterwards Bishop of Westminster, one of the attendants of 
Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, who, on the 24th of October, 
1535, had passed through Calais on his way to Paris on an embassy 
to the French king,<^ and who returned through Calais about Septem* 
her, 1538,^ where they partook of Lady Lisle's bountiful hospitality. 
Honor prided herself greatly in her skill in the culinary art, a 
department in which even titled ladies of the sixteenth century did 
not disdain personally to assist, as well as to superintend. The 
receipt which she here inquires for was probably that of the codiniac 
or marmalade of quinces, a sweetmeat, in the manufacture of which 
she afterwards so greatly excelled, that she frequently sent some of 

• Lisle Papers, vol. xv. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle, Lisle Papers, vol. xii. fol. 84. 

^ Earl of Sussex and Sir John Gage to the Earl of Essex. Calais 
Correspond., Bundle I., art 84. 

^ A letter from Sir Francis Bryan to Cromwell, dated Lyons, 
1st August, 1535, mentions that Gardiner, Thirlby, and himself, 
were summoned to return to England. French Correspondence, vol. 
i., Art. 138 ; and a subsequent letter from Wriothesley to Cromwell 
proves that Thirlby alone attended the bishop on the journey. — Lady 
Lisle's letter must therefore be addressed to him. 

e Turpyn's Calais Chronicle, Harl. MS. 542, fol. 64 b. The 
expenses of the bishop's diet when on this embai^y, from Oct. 1st, 
1535, to Sept. 28tb, 1538, are in Cotton MS., Vespasian, C. xix. 
fol. 18. 
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it orer as a pretient to Henry VIII., who was pleased to express his 
royal satisfaction therewith.* 



Right worshipful sir, 

In my most hearty manner I commend me unto 
you, thanking you for the great pains that you took 
when you were here. I was not so glad for your fair 
passage, but I was as sorry for your departing, and 
that you would tarry no longer at my desire ; but my 
lord of Winchester and you will do nothing after a 
woman's advice. I thought surely your horses were 
not yet then come. Better it had been your horses 
had tarried for you, than you had tarried for them. 
I think verily it was because you were weary here, 
your cheer was so evil ; yet you had it with a good 
heart. 

Sir, these shall be to desire you to be so good unto 
your servant and worst scholar as to write unto me 
of the thing that you taught me, how many pounds 
of sugar must go to how many pounds of quinces, 
barberries, and damascenes, or plums. I have clean 
forgotten how many pounds of the one and of the 
other. Now the time of quinces is come, I would fain 
be doing. It may please you, therefore, to write to 
me of all this, and of anything more that it will please 
you to teach me. And thus I shall ever remain your 

* In ToL XTiL of the Lisle Papers, which is unfoliated, is a French 
receipt for making jellies of gooseberries, cherries, plums, &c, in 
which the processes of boilin|;, straining, clearing, &c are very 
minutely detailed. 
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poor «chohr, praying our Lord fiend yoa your gentle 
heart's desire. 

From Calais, the 1st day of October. 

By your ever assured servant^ 

Honor Lisle. 



LETTER XVL 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

{lisle papers, vol. I. JNQ. 54. sii^TE PAPEB OFFICE. Original} 

%* The f oilowiBg series of letters CMitams tiie ^rroapaukKkOt of 
Lad/ Lisle with her husband duriog a visit which she ^aid i» 
England in the autumn of 1538, on business the details of wMch 
will he noticed hereafter. 

Contrary to the general tenor of the letters contained in these 
volumes, which are^ for the most part, addressed to public characters, 
as ministers of state, &c., these epistles unveil *' the secret cfaarities 
of domestic life," and, after a slumber of more than iikvee oentBriBS^ 
their writer comes before us, in all the freshness of active life, displag^- 
ing, in her confidential intercourse with her husband, the affectionate 
familiarity of a fond and faithful wife, along with the peculiar energy 
by which her character was so strtmgly marked. 



Mine own sweet heart, 

This shall be to advertise you that I have had a 
goodly and fair passage ; but it was somewhat slow, 
and long ere I landed ; for this night, at ten of the 
clock, I arrived. I thank Ood I was but once sick in 
all the way ; and after that I was merry and well, and 
should have been much, merrier if I had been comliig 
towards you, or if you had been with me. Your ab- 
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flsnee jsd my d^paartnre maketh Imvy ; afao for that 
I departed at the stair at Gaiim e» Inetily, without 
takkig my leave of yon aooordingly, made me Tery 
sorry ; but I assure you, my lord, Idiat I thought you 
had been in the boat, and would have brought me to 
the Aipi JSM jmi «aid you would do. 

This letter I began yesternight at supper time, 
intendtng to hare sent it to yea by John N^ ; and 
became it was in tiie night late, they looked not for 
me, ao that tibiere was no provision bere ready far 
me 4 bkut, while the supper was in dressing, I told to 
John Nele, Maries, John Smi<li, and Lamb, whom I 
had at suppw^ merry tales; and then John Nele 
prosnified me to come again in the morning for a 
token and letter to your lordship ; but, contrary to 
his promise, he went Ms way at three of the clock in 
the morning, giving me no warmng thereof, which, 
I assuf e you, have not made me a little sorry, for 
that I fear yen (should conceive any mddndness or 
dispfeasure towards me, thinking me fio negligent 
lAiat I would not write to you. The counsel and 
company of John Nele did me mndi ease, -and caused 
us to come to land much sooner than we should have 
done ; but he did me not so much pleasure that way, 
but he have done me much more displeasure by this 
means. I beseech your lordship to be good lord to 
Asheton, the gunner; for I assure you he is an 
honest man, and I think he loveth your lordship as 
well as any man in Calais. Lamb had a very evil 
chance, andxan his ahip against the pier; I think 
John Nele have «iMfwed you Uieveof ; but I was out 

c 2 
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of the ship ere that time. The said Lamb will take 
no money of me for passage, not for the ship ; but he 
have taken of me two crowns for himself, which I 
gave him for the passage. He saith, you shall agree 
with his owner. I gave him the two crowns because 
he had loss by the breaking of his bowsprit and fore 
part of his ship. And thus, good sweet heart, I bid 
you most heartily farewell ; praying to Almighty God 
to send me good speed in my suit, that I may have 
a short end, and return to you shortly again ; for I 
shall think every hour ten till I be with you again. 
From Dover, the 7th day of November. 
By her that is both your and her own, 

HoNOB Lisle. 

I pray you shew Mistress Minshaw that William, 
her son, was not sick in all the way. 

Husee is not yet come. I intend to ride to Sit- 
tingboume this night, if I may. Howbeit it was very 
late ere I went to bed this night, and the morning 
boisterous and windy, which causeth it to be late ere 
I do take my journey. 



% 
LETTER XVIL 



Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 67, STATE PAPER OFFICE. Oft^tfta/.] 

♦»♦ The estate of Painswick referred to in the following and 
several other letters, was part of the property possessed by Lord 
Lisle, in right of his first wife Lady Elizabeth Grey, aliai Dudley. 
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BjT im indentiire entered into with her son and heir, Sir John Dudley, 
he was permitted to enjoy it during the life of his second wifet, to whom 
he assigned it as her jointure, and after her death, 1,0002. having been 
paid out of it for the marriage portions of his daughters, it was to 
reyert to Sir John Dudley.* In a thoughtless hour, howerer, Lord 
Lisle had made a sort of half promise to Cromwell to grant him 
Painswick ; and the grasping minister pertinaciously resisted his 
attempts to draw back. On the 5th of November this year Lord 
Lisle wrote to him,i> explaining that he had forgotten that the land 
formed his wife's jointure, sending him a copy of the indentures with 
Sir John Dudley, and expressing the regret he should feel, wei*6 
anything to occur to deprive his wife of the profit she should receive 
by him — ^but referring Cromwell to her to make '* some reasonable 
order" with her, on which he doubted not she would confirm the 
grant. 



My own good lord, 

This shall be to advertise you, that this day, com- 
ing into Canterbury, Husee did meet with me ; who 
fiheweth me that my lord privy seal is fully bent and 
determined to have Painswick ; and he saith that, at 
your being at Canterbury, you did not only make 
him promise thereof, but also fully promised to get 
him my good will therein. My lord, what may 
I now do herein ? your promise every way considered : 
I might as well have tarried at home but for this 
matter, as you shall perceive by George RoUe's letter, 
which I send you inclosed in Husee's letter. I pray 
God I lose no more. Also, Husee sheweth me, that 
I cannot lie at Sir Christopher Morris'^ house, but I 

* Lord Lisle to Husee. — Miscel. Letters, 3rd series, voL iil 
fol. 104. 

b Ibid. 2nd series, vol. xxiv. fol, 369. 

* Probably the same person previously alluded to as a step-son of 
Sir John Basset by one of his former wives. See page 76, note b, 
vol. ii; he was one of the masters of the ordnance. 
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moBt lie at the house whieh he fi»t prcHrkied lor me. 
What this matter meaneth I cannot tell. 

Mine own Bweet heart., this journey will be very 
costly to me, for it have cost me 40 crowns already, 
and yet I have not paid for all my charges here. 
Howbeit 24 of them were gone ero I came from 
Calais. I pray God send me aa ^id shortly, {or I 
think the time very long till I see you again. And 
thus mine own dear heart I bid you farewell. 

From Canterbury, the 7th day of November, 
By her that is both yours and hers, 

HONOB LlSLB. 

To mine own good lord, the 
Viscount Lifile, Deputy-General s^ 

of the King's town of Calais, 
and BiarcheB otibe same. 



In repljT to the foregoing. Lord Lkde told Ms wSe that 1 
about Painswick was not an absolute one, bat th^ he only said he 
would use his influence with her — and that, as to the costliness of her 
journey, he had fcn^se^i that ; but, since ehe knew his meaais, he 
trusted entirely to her discretion^ and that hig jjecerrear and hers wtnld 
supply her with money.* 

* Usle Papers, toI. L art. &, date Nt>v«mber llth^-^A ioamier letter 
dated November 8th from him to her is in the same volvmc^ 
art. 25. 
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LETTER XVIU, 

HonoTy Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

[lislb papebs, vol. Is no. 62. state papeb office. Original.} 

OfQoi mine own, 

EFen yrith whole heazrt taxi mind I have menoBt 
heartily <;ommended unto jou, and am not a little 
sorrjr that John Nele depaited yesterday without my 
letters, which I trust ere this time are come wuko 
your hands ; and this AsM. be «dvertii»ng you that I 
have spoken with Husee, who met with me here at 
Canterbury, who sheweth me that Sir Christopher 
Morris hath no room in his house for me, by reason 
that Mr. Long of the Privy Chamber lieth sick there, 
and also Mr. Tyrwitt; for the which, as Husee 
reporteth, the fiaid Sir Chri»toph^ is not a little 
aggrieved.* So that jiow I must take patience with 
the other lodging which is prepared for me at one 
Archer's house, against Sir Brian Tuke's in Loth- 
bury. Here are no news to be written but such as I 
doubt not are already come to Calais, and at my 
coming to London I shall from time to time certify 
you how I shall prosper and proceed in all my affairs 
and doings, wherein I trust you shall not find me 
slack, but shall well know me to use such diligence as 
oae should do, whose whole heart and mind will never 
be fleOikd luv fiUUisbed tiU the body be retiiined unto 



• fimeoiwBfitete LoidLiateoB the SBl:9floft the sabw dif m the 
prtM&t. Lisle PiffiKS, woL m. kL 66, 
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you. And thus, mine own good lord, with full heart 
and confidence shortly to return again, I bid you 
most heartily farewell. From Canterbury this the 
8th day of November. 

Good my lord, I do now remember the words the 
king's majesty spake unto you at your last being 
here ; trusting when you shall hear of these, you will 
utter them to no creature, nor also be miscontent 
that I write you this my poor advice ; for good my 
lord, you know Calais people are not all one man's 
children. 

By her that is more than all your own, 

Honor Lislsl 
To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XIX. 

Honor^ Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

[lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 55. STATE PAPER OFFICfi. Or^tflO/.] 

Mine own sweet heart, 

Even with whole heart and mind I have me 
commended unto you, and so signifying you that I 
arrived here* the 9th day of this month, being 
Saturday last past,^ and upon Sunday I sent to 

, * In London. 

b During the period that Cromwell was lord Privy Seal, the 9th of 
November occurred but once on a Saturday, and that was in 1538, 
This is decisive, as to the date of lady Lisle's visit to England, -con- 
firmed as it is by other internal evidence, as the mention of the- 
e«rl of Bridgewater, who was created in July, 1538, and of Sir John 
RosBell, who became Lord RoaseU in March, 1539. 
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know whether I might, that day, speak with my 
lord privy seal or no ; so that I had answer that 
it might in no wise that day be. And upon Monday 
following, in the morning, I spake with my Lord, 
whom I found very good lord unto me, and to my 
son, his servant, and so he then willed me to sue 
unto the king'^s gra^e, as well for this my suit as your 
annuity. So that, following his counsel, I sent unto 
Sir John Russell, which is our very friend, to know 
what time I might best find to attend upon his 
grace, and he sent me word that there was no 
remedy but that I must take pain to come to 
Hampton Court, and there I should not fail but 
have time with his grace to open my suit unto him ; 
so that I was then half unquieted the Tuesday all 
day; yet would I not thus leave, but sent again 
unto Mr. Kussell, who, on the Wednesday, in the 
morning, sent me word that I should come to the 
Court, to his chamber, at four of the clock at after- 
noon, and then he would find means that I should 
speak with his grace. And so I followed his counsel, 
and came to the Court, at the hour limited ; and at 
my coming I was had and conveyed unto a lodging 
ovhich was prepared for me, and other lodgings for 
my lord and lady of Suffolk, the earls of Sussex and 
Hertford, and their ladies, which was appointed 
unknown unto me. Whereas I lay all that night, 
and the others, lords and ladies before-mentioned ; 
so that we were highly feasted at supper, and after 
banquetted, and this day dined ; and after dinner 
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Jm grace shewed us ail the oommodsties of iiis 
palace, bo that it was night ere we came fir«m 
thaoce. And in this mean time I moved hie <grac£, 
and gave his highness thanks for the great ^goodness 
he had shewed unto us and my son;^ so that, 
after much cornmunicatioi]^ his grace was very good 
and gracious lord unto you, my lord, me^ and wj 
son, and willed me to resort again unto my lord 
privy seal ; ^diich I intend to do this next jmoiming, 
and incontinent thereupon, to send one of my 
folks over unto you, by whom I shall writ© imto you 
all things at large with more leisure. 

As touching Painswiok, I never heard yat of it 
since my coming; what I shall 4o hereafter <jfaod 
knoweth, who send you mine own good lard jhb well 
to fare as myself, and me shortly where my heart 
already is. From Londcm, the 14th day of No- 
vember. 

By her that is mof e ^inrs than her awm. 

Honor Lislb. 



Robert Warner, a serrant of the Karl of Siuaex, writing to Lord 
Fitzwalter, thus details the fete here mentioned,^ after recording the 
hetllSi of the king, who <^hanked he God was never merrier. And 
the Wednesday hefare^^ he made a banquet to certain Icards ani hidief, 
which was — first the duke of Suffolk, and my lady his wif^ my lord, 
my master, and my lady (earl and countess of Sussex), the earl of 

> John Baaset. 

*> Ellis' Letters, first series, vol. iL p. 96. 
« i,e,, before l^vesday, Noyember 19th, that is TTorember 13fh 
the jusecise daffae hem giTeo. 
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Hertforc^ and liii wife. And my lady Usley with otiier maids which 
were the ^[iieen's women, and there they hiy all night in the court, and 
&eir chambers gorgeonaly drest, and every one had banquets in thdr 
dbtmbera^ and Hkte kisgf s soraats to waitti^n them ; and tiie next 
day they tanied their dianeiv and after the Mug shewed them aU .the 
pleasure of his house which dured (lasted) till it was four of the clock, 
and then they departed and went their way." 



LETTER XX. 

HoTjor, Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle FAPfiBS, VOL. I. HO. 65. STATS PAPER OFFICE. Original.'} 

*»« Thegromid of ihe dispute between Lady Lisle and the Earls 
of Bndgenwler Hid Hertford, alluded to in the ioUowing and te^«ral 
•ther letters, may be thus briefly detailed. In 1504, Sir John Basset 
entered into an agreement with Giles Lord Daubeney, by which^ in 
gntitade for oertam favouxs vee^Ted from ^Oiat nobleman^ h6 
settled eMiamwB lands on Henry, his son and heir, who was affianced 
at the same time to one of his own daughters, Anne or Thomasine, 
with the proviso, however, that, should the maraiage not take place, 
the huids were to remain to the hein nude of Lord Daubeney, oa 
failui^ of whom they were to xevert to Sir John Basset's heirs.' 
Now Henry, Earl of Bridgewater, Lord Daubeney's only son, had no 
cUlcbea ; hut, wicddng to reap aU possible advantage from the 
bfls^gaia, he had, <eo]itrary to the deed of settlement, alienated part 
of the lands to the Earl of Hertford,i> a proceeding, of course, highly 
resented by the Bassets, and to frustrate which Lady Lisle exerted 

i^ifOKtB. 



Maie own sweet good lord, 

Even mth whole heart and nfiind, I .have me naoet 
heartily commended unto yon. And yeetwday I 
wrote you by Oeorge Brown, of the wardrobe, how 

* Close roll, 22 Henry VIIL, memb. 9, el aeg. in dorse, ilate^ 
Dec llifa, 20 Henry TII. 
^ Ibid., 30 Heiij;y VIII., p. 2, memb. 21, In doxsa. 



42 LETTERS OF ROYAL AKD 

the kmg''s highness entertained me, yet forgot' I to 
write you, that his grace at the banquet wished you 
there ; and I answered his highness, that you would, 
with all your heart, have been there, and that not- 
v/ithstanding your absence it shall not be a little 
comfort to you to hear that his grace had you in 
remembrance. I assure you, my lord, his highness 
asked heartily for you, and wished you as heartily to 
have been at this banquet, which was the best that 
ever I was at, and was partly made for me. For at 
my coming to the court, I thought not upon it till 
Mr. Grenway, the gentleman usher, met me with a 
wherry, and caused me to land at the pri^-stairs, 
where Mr. Henneage received me, and so conveyed 
me to my chamber appointed, and there Mr. Comp- 
troller met me, where was a rich bed furnished, and 
nothing lacking for me nor my folks ; where I also 
found his grace most singular lord unto me in my 
suits ; for that both the lords* are commanded no 
further to meddle with any part of my son's inherit- 
ance. And this day I thought to have spoken with 
my lord privy seal, but his lordship hath deferred it 
till to-morrow, and sent me word by Husee that I 
should be with him to-morrow by six of the clock, 
which I will not fail, and then to break unto him, 
amongst other matters, for the parks and lands in 
Devonshire, whereof I have received your letters this 
day by Bircham ; and with mine own servant, which 
I will send incontinent after I have spoken with my 
lord privy seal, I will make you answer, particularly, 

• The Earls of Bridgewater and Hertford. 
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to all the rest of your affairs. And this day hath 
Mr. Pollard been with nie, whom I find very good 
unto me, who hath partly broken unto me concerning 
Painswick, to whom I made such answer, that I 
trusted so to use me to my lord that he should have 
no cause to say that I have been ingrate, trusting 
farther that my lord would see me no loser. 

I have in. hope to dispatch my business ere it be 
long; for fain would I be with you, notwithstanding 
you promised me that after my departing you would 
dine at ten of the clock every day, and keep little 
company, because you would mourn for mine absence ; 
but, I warrant you, I know what rule you keep and 
company well enough since my departing, and what 
thought you take for me, whereof you shall hear at 
my coming home. But now to conclude. How the 
king handled me, and how I was used, although I 
have written you part, I refer the relation of the rest 
till mine own coming home. And thus desiring to be 
heartily recommended unto my lord comptroller,* my 
nephew Orenville, and his wife, and to all others as 
shall please you, most heartily I bid you farewell. 

From London, the 15th of November, by her that 
is more yours than her own, which had much rather 
die with you there, than live here, 

Honor Lisle. 



My recommendations may not be forgotten unto 
Mr. Rookewood and Mr. Fowler, Mr. Skryven, Mr. 
Snowden, and others, at your pleasure. I pray you 
« Lord Edmimd Howard. 
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m&ke;iio man privy to my letter; lEor ihis ^9aaQ!el Z 
make you is but my fantasy. 

To mine own good lord. 



!En roplytoi^e lialf'^la}^al/lmlf-p0talimt remoBStar«Bce»of Im 
Lord Li8le thus writes ; — 

<' And where yon write -that I hare partly brdken promise to you, 
that I would be at dinner eTcry day iby rten of ihe cdool^ I hmve been 
so feasted by the wydwards of this town^ at Mr. Nicholas'/ with the 
mayor, Mr. Wingfield, that I cannot mourn by day ; but in the night, 
I Bwear (by) God I sleep not an hour together for \axk cf 700.'^^^ 

In a previous letter he had assured her, that on account df her 
abeenee he never slept after two o-elook in the mozning ; ietanaof/kf i 
all conscience, to have satisfied a reasonable woman 1 



LETTER XXL 

Jane, Lady Clinton, to Lady Lisle, a.0. 1538. 

[lisle FAPEBS, vol. X. VO. 115. STATE PJLPE& OFFICE. OH|^ffl«f.] 

*^* Lady Clinton's f6te, particulars of which are hese detailed, is 
the same which is alluded to by Lord Lisle in 'die preceding extxaet 
from his letter, as compelling. him to break the matnniQnial 1 
of dining at 10 o'clock, and not frequenting con^Muiy. 



Right Honourable Mid mine especiai good lady, 

After all due recommendations, I most heartily 
commend me to your good ladyship. And this shall 
be to advertise you- the 16th day of November, I 
received a cramp-ring of gold by Mistress Safefield, 

* Sir Nicholas Clinton. 

^ Lisle Papers, voL i. woL 69 November 20th. 
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and ihff next daiy aftev I received bj Smidi, a soldier 
of CahiB, a ring^ with a stone. Also, the 19th day 
of this month, I received a letter from your lactjr- 
ship, by a servant of my danghter's^ Whierefope I 
heartily thank your good ladyship that it hath 
pleased y;ou to remember me, being so poor a woman. 

Madam, on Tuesday, the 18th » day of this month, 
here dined with us my lord and all the Council;^ at 
which Mr. Wingfield and I desired greatly to have 
had your ladyship, if it so might have been ; but in 
your absence you were drank unto of my lord and of, 
all your good lovers, and of a great sort, all out ; ^ 
and my lord said that he thought the time long of 
your absence, and would for no good that you should 
lack him so long again, if it might otherwise be ; 
which was to me great comfort to hear. 

Madam, Master Wingfield hath him heartily com«- 

mended unto your ladyship, as he that would gladly 

have you! here again. Madam, my daughter and her 

husband hath them most humbly recommended unto 

your good ladyship, and so hath Master Hall and 

Mistress Hall also, and Mistress Sayle ; die will be 

your work-woman now your silk is come home. 

Madam, I am sorry that my son can so little good 

that he hath not seen your ladyship since your being 

at London ; for it is a token that he hath little love to 

me. Methink he should have been desirous to have 

* This is a mistake. In 1538 Tuesday was the 19th. 
^ Lord Lisle uull the €o«ieil of Calais alluded to by Lisle, toL i. 
No. 6, 20ih Nov. 
c They dnined* their eujK in her honour. 
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seen your ladyship, an it had been but to have 

heard from you. And thus the Holy Trinity be 

with you. 

Written in haste the 19 th day of November, 

By your assured to her little power, 

Jane Clinton. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my very good Lady my Lady 
Honor Viscountess Lisle, these be 
presented. 



LETTER XXII. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

[lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 60. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OH^fia/.] 

•«• The annuity alluded to in the following letter was the 
government salary granted to Lord Lisle as deputy of Calais. On 
the 16th of November, Lord Cromwell had promised her ladyship to 
do his best to obtain 4002. for him, as she wished *, but he afterwards 
changed his mind, and objected that it was too large a sum to be 
taken from the royal exchequer at once ! It is curious to trace in 
the details of the following letters the extensive influence of Crom- 
well, which was such that even the titled suppliants, who were 
admitted to familiar intercourse with royalty, scarcely dared to make 
known their requests to the king, for fear of displeasing the all- 
powerful minister. 



Mine own sweet heart, 
Even with whole heart and mind I have me most 

* Lady to Lord Lisle, vol. I art. 56, date Nov. 16th. 
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entirely- unto you recommended^ not a little desirous 
to be with you.- Howbeit my chance hath been such 
to come in such time as servethfull ill for my purpose.^ 
Howbeit I must be and am contented, and abide the 
time, referring all mine affairs only unto God in whom 
I trust. 

And this is signifying you that I have been 
with my lord prince, whose life I pray God long to 
prosper and continue ; for his grace is the goodliest 
babe that ever I set mine eye upon. I pray God 
make him an old man, for I think I should never be 
weary of looking on him. Whereas I saw also my 
lady Mary and my lady Elizabeth ; my lady Mary's 
grace heartily asking how you did, and even so desiring 
to be unto you recommended. I would not for no 
good but that I had been there, for it was the king^s 
pleasure I should so do. Howbeit it was costly unto 
me ; for there is none cometh there but they give 
great rewards. 

And touching my lord privy seal, he hath made 
plain answer that your annuity shall be no more but 
200/., yet will I not let to do my best, notwithstanding 
I dare not speak to the king for his displeasure. As 
for Painswick, I am yet at no determinate point ; 
howbeit Mr. Pollard hath been in hand with me, and 
as far as I can perceive he doth think to have the 
1000/. released, for the pleasures he hath done 
already to you and me, and specially now last con- 
cerning my son^s inheritance. I shall be glad to 
accomplish my lord^s mind, so that nor you, my good 
lord, nor I be no losers, which I trust, of his honour, 
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he wffl not desire. Y<m may be assured I mS mske 
as much haste as I can, that I were rid hence, for I 
hmg not a little to be with you. I hare received erf 
this bearer your sundry loving letters with the 
partridges and also the baked meats you send 
me along seas, for the which I most entirely thank 
you. Mr. Cotton, vice-chamberlain to my lord prince, 
hath him most heartily commended unto you, and 
saith that all the cooks are furnished. He is nght 
sorr}*^ that he cannot prefer the cook you wrote to 
him for. 

The Eari of Bridg^rwaier was this day with rae at 
dinner,* with whom I h^ much comnranicatioH, and 
if he be reasonable I wffl do my best to make all snre 
ere I depart ; if not, seeing the king's highness hath 
been so good and gracious lord unto me, and afco my 
lord privy seal, I wiH let rt alone ; trustmg* in €k>dy 
the king's majesty^ and him, that the said earl shaB 
do me no wrong. Both the king and my lord privy 
seal hath been in hand with him sad the earf of • 
Hertford, and so shaken them up for meddfing^ in 
that, that they both hath promised to- meddle ne 
fiirther therein ; so that I can do no more to it than 
is done, unlesk the said earl would be content te make 
a surrender by fine, or part from the possession for 
some reasonable portion of money. Wherein I shaH 
know his mind withfn two or three days. Here* is 
Mr. Windsor,^ which hath not yet finished his aceoont, 

* Hoses mentions this in %■ letter to Lord Lisle of the ame date. 
^-Lisle^Papers, vol. iii. foL 65. 
^ 9[rAiitltoDy WindBor^ stewsrd st Lovd Laic's manor of SobbovCon* 
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by reason that Acton will yet come to no reckoning. 
He intendeth to make clear with him ere he depart : 
it is sure a hard honest man« 

My lord, I trust you will conceive none unkindness 
that I do not send you money, for as yet I have not 
received it of Mr. Windsor, nor you have not com- 
manded me by any of your letters what I should send 
you. I would gladly have sent you some by this 
bearer, but I fear there are so many casualties and 
dangers by the way. I pray you, good mine own, let 
me know your mind with the first; trusting you will 
take no unkindness for my tarrying; for surely I lose 
no time, but am up every day three hours before day ; 
and seeing I am here I would finish that I came for 
gladly, ere I depart, so that I might be reasonably 
handled : for surely I shall never be merry till I see 
you. By this bearer I do send you half a doe, which 
my lady Sussex sent me. I have none other goodness 
to send you. If Carey come, although he have put 
you to cost already, I will deliver him 405. I have 
put your gown to making, and it shall be sent you 
the next week, and Husee doth send you a cap and 
an under-cap. And thus, good mine own, with heart 
and mind most heartily I bid you once again farewell. 
From London the 23rd of November, 

By her that is more than all yours, 

HONOB LiSLB. 

Good my lord, let this bearer remain still in your 
chamber till I come home ; and Spyecot goeth hence 
toward Calais within these two days. I do more 

VOL. III. D 
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sead you now anothar Inlf-doe, which mjr ionl 
Delawarr sexd me thu dfty, and I keep the other 
half that I first sent, because it waa not all of the 
sweetest.* 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXIII. 
Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle PAFEBf, TOL. I. Sa 75. 8Ii.XK PIPER OFFICE. OryUMl/«] 

•«• The recognizance here aUuded to, .dated Dee. «th, is watered 
on the dose roll of the year. By it the Earl of Bridgewater Wnnd 
himself in a penalty of 10,000/., to cause the Earl of Hertford and 
others, hefore Christmaa-day, to lose all interest acquired hy sale or 
othertvise in the lands devised conditionally to Lord Banbeney by 
Sir John Baaset, and on failure of his hein^ to revert to the Baaset 
family.** 

The present letter is a reply to one from Lord Lisle, of the ?4diof 
Nev«iiiber,<^ in wh^dh he asked for the articles of dress hare aaiiadt 
though, in the case of the ruhy points, Lady Lisle was Tery lihera], 
sending six dozen when only two dozen were asked for. She seems 
to have heen the keeper of bis wardrobe and purse, for on mm oeoa* 
sion he has to soli^ very earnestly to he permitted to have a new 
doublet against Cbristmas,^^ and, in the letter now quoted, he renews a 
promise formerly made to husband his revenues weD, and give her a 
strict account on her return -ef all that he has expended, Sft the same 
time consoling her by the assurance that he shall want no more money 
till her return. 

Mr. Wriothesley, whose prospective visit is mentioned, (afterwards 

* Lord Lisle, in his acknowledgment of the veaison, hopes his lady 
will be at home in time to partake of it. — Vol. i. art. 9. 

^ dose roll, 80 Henry VIII., pt 2, memb. 21 m dorse. 

• Lisle Papers, voL L art 13. ; 
^ Ibid. art. 32. 
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4kBiBtkiaafk4myA^^ fad Emi el BaaOmoftoD,) m Ami m a, 
miiwiin in FIaodec% ocf otUtia^ » miuTutge between Henry VIII. 
And the Duchess of Milan^ and had sent his conunendatiooB to Lad^ 
Liflley and hoped to be at Calaia fcrfstie ChxisbBEWs. 



Mine own good lord, 

Even ns flh« that is tSk yoori, I bxve me wlioily 
commended imto yoa, being not a litiJs deuroiis to 
fsee yon, whieh I have good hope dall be thoriJy; 
most heartily thanking you £or your partridges and 
tba baked hare, which I this day received from yon, 
with your two letters. And as tooehing my suit £or 
my son''« infa^tanee, I would have had a fine levied, 
and the land surrendered, but my lord privy seal 
would none of it, saying that the king^s j^easure shonid 
be fulfilled, and fardier would he not meddle ; and m> 
upon that he concluded that the Earl of Bridgewatfir 
should be bound to my son in 10,0007., to annihilate 
tho covenants betwixt the Earl of Hertford and him, 
and farther not alien^ sell, tangle, put away, or dis^ 
continue any of my said son^s inheritance. And thus 
is he bound before my k»rd chaneelknr and liie king^s 
council in recogniisances ; so that for this time that 
matter is determined. 

Farther, I have knowledged before a judge the 
surrender of my right in Painswick and Morton 
Valance, which was my jointure, conditionally that, 
at such time as the same lands shall be assured to my 
lord privy seal, he shall assure you and me during 
our lives of an annual rent of 120/. by year, going out 
of the same, which cannot be done till the next term. 
Howbelt he claimeth the 1,000/. which was your 
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interest after the death of your wives,* as in recom- 
pense of that which he hath done for us, in our affairs, 
and partly by your promise* So that, as far as 1 
can perceive, that is past remedy. It grieveth me ; 
for if it had not been for your displeasure, I would 
never have condescended thereunto. As for your 
annuity, he made me answer that it ishould be no 
more but 200L Howbeit, I will speak with the king 
ere I depart, and first with my lord, and after, as I 
find him good to me, so will I use myself* For if it 
were not for his displeasure, I would move the king^s 
highness in it myself. You may be assured I will 
do what I may^ and rid me as shortly hence as I can, 
for I long not a little to be with you. And for the 
gunner's room, I will be in hand with my lord, as I 
see time : howbeit, I could never speak in a worse 
season. 

Your gown is a-making, and your hosen shall be 
sent you ; and also shirts, and linen hosen, and six 
dozen points; and venison shall not be forgotten 
against Christmas. I would be sorry but I should 
be there ere Mr. Wriothesley doth return. I pray 
God send Mr. Porter his health, if it be his pleasure, 
though it be not deserved on his behalf toward me. 
I do send you by Vernam, packed in a barrel, two 
does. I trust to have more before Christmas. Mr. 
Tuke^ hath him recommended heartily unto you, 

* The Bums referred to in the introduction to Letter xvii. to be 
paid to Lord Lisle from the Painswick lands for the marriage-portions 
of his daughters, or rather, as afterwards ascertained, for the pay- 
ment of his debts. — J. Foisted to Lord Cromwell , Miscel. Letters, 
2nd series, vol. xxxiii. fol. 365. 

i» Sir Brian Tuke. 
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whom I have found most gentle and loving mito me, 
and hath made me the best cheer that ever I had ia 
my life. I pray you, my lord, write him some letter 
of thanks. He gave me this day two green geese, 
which I wished with you. And thus most heartily I 
bid you fare well and good night, as she that shall 
not think the time short till I be with you. 
From London, the 28th day of November. 
By her that is more than all yours, 

Honor Lisle. 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle» a.d. 1538. 

[LI8LE PAPERS, VOL. I. NO. 52. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Oft^na/.] 

*«* The deficiency of his expected annuity was a soarce of great 
annoyance to Lord Lisle. He had written to his lady,a expressmg 
his regret, and saying that he would consent to a diminution of 
j£100 per annum, if he might have the priory of Plumpton, in 
Devonshire, in compensation, but was evidently unprepared for the 
flat refusal which Lady Lisle reports in the present letter. 



Mine own sweet heart, 

Even with my whole heart root, I have me most 
heartily recommended unto you, and have this 
day received your sundry letters, the contents 
whereof I shall endeavour myself, as much as I may, 
to accomplish, to the best of my power; yet the 
time is such, by reason of the king's weighty 
matters^ that I could, these eight days, have no 

a On November 28tb. Lisle Papers, vol i., art 18. 
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time to speak with my Lc»rd Privy Seal. Howbeit, 
I tru»t, on Thursday next,* to hare my lord at 
some conyenient leisnre to open and declare mtto 
him my whole mind concerning your sundry affainr 
and matters: whom if I find not something con- 
formable unto my reasonable requests^ I shall not 
fail to open the same at my coming unto the kmg*(» 
highness^ presence, whom I intend to see as soon 
as I have spoken with my lord Privy Seal ; yea, 
and I had been with his grace ere this time, had 
it not been for my said lord's displeasure, which 
I would not gladly have. * Howbeit, if I be driven 
to it, I must and will not fail to speak that 
which shall stand with reason ; trusting his grace 
will give me the hearing and take the samie in 
good part. And how I speed with my lord you 
shall be certified within these three days. 

And where, my lord, you will me to be plain 
with my Lord Privy Seal for your annuity; the 
truth is so have (I) been, but how he handled 
me and shook me up, I will not now write, nor 
it is not to be written- Howbeit, he made me 
plain answer that your annuity should be no 
more but £200. I trust the king will be better 
lord unto you, or else I would be sorry. And 
where you write that you never longed so sore 
for me as you now do, I assure you, my good 
heart root, your desire in that behalf can be no 

* On the 3l8t of November, Lady Lisle wrote to say she could not 
see Cromwell before Wednesday next, (December 4th). Vol. I 
fol. 68. 
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vehementer than mine is; for I know that I am 
here at great charge, and tbinlt that small profit 
will rise on it, a» far ag I can pereeive, which 
maketh me not a little heavy; for I can neither 
sleep, nor eat, nor drink, that doth me good, my 
heart is so heavy and fuH of sorrow, which I know 
well will never be lightened till I be with you, 
whieli, I trxaty. shall be shortly. For, after I have 
spoken unto the king's majesty, I hope shortly to be 
at a point) which is my whole desire. And so, mine 
own sweet heart, even as eiie that longeth not a 
little to be with you, with all my heart I bid you 
farewell, with long life in healths 
From London, the Srd day of November.* 
By her that is more than all yours^ 

HONOB LiSLX. 

My lord, I beseech you keep my letters close, or 
bum them ; for though I have sorrows, I would no 
creature should be partaker, nor of knowledge with 
me. 

To mine own good lord. ^ 

* Evidently a mietake for December. Lady Lisle had net 
landed in England on November 3rd. 

^ This letter is sealed with the seal of the viscountess ; — a double 
drele, three quarters of an ineh in £ameter, with the initials H. L. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Honor J Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle* a.d. 1538. 

|[ [lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 70. STA.TE PAPEB OFFiCB. Ort^na/.] 

*«* The present is the last,letter of Lady Lisle during her short 
absence &om home, of scarcely a month, in which time she had 
written at least 12 letters to her husband.^ Her expressions of 
anxiety to see him again were fully reiterated by him« He declares 
that *<no man living would gladlier have his wife's company than he 
would hers,"'' and that <<never child longed for its nurse as he does 
for her." <^ They were, indeed, proverbial for conjugal affection. Sir 
Francis Brian, writing to Lord Lisle on one occasion, sends com- 
mendations to her ladyship, adding that it will be unnecessary to 
write to her as well as to her lord, because, though they be two 
bodies, they are but one soul. 



Mine own good lord, 

Even after most hearty recommendations, these 
shall signify you that yesterday I was in hand with 
my lord Privy Seal for your annuity, insomuch that 
he made me answer, that I should have full answer 
in that behalf at his coming from the court, which 
shall be on Monday or Tuesday at the farthest ; so 
that I would be loath to depart till I had brought that 
to a final end. Yesterday I went towards the court, 
and was within 3 miles of it, and returned again by 
such chance as I now will not write, for it were too 
tedious. Your gown, hosen, and points are ready, 

^ Nine are given, and two others alluded to here. The remaining 
one, dated London, 2nd November (for December) 'says, that her 
cousin Lyn of the Staple and Lady Wallop have given her fat capons 
woodcocks, larks, conies, &c. — ^vol. i. foL 69. 

^ Lisle Papers, vol. L art. 18. 

c Ibid, art 32. 
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and shall be sent with the first convenient messenger, 
and your shirts and linen hosen shall not be for- 
gotten. And thus as she that desireth nothing but 
to be with you, I bid you, mine own heart root, 
farewell 

From London, the 8th of December.^ 

She that is more than all yours. 

Honor Lisle. 

On Friday last,^ my Lord of Bridgewater did know- 
ledge the recognizance, and yet my Lord of Hertford 
hath not signed and sealed the releases of such 
interests as he had in the lands in Gloucestershire. 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXVL 
laody Frances Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle papers^ vol. I. NO. 87. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Ort^llUl/.] 

*«* The Lady Frances Plantagenet has before been alladedto as 
the eldest daughter of Lord Lisle by his first wife Lady Elizabeth 
Grey. As she and her two sisters Elizabeth and Bridget were Lord 
Lisle's only children^ they were of course co-heiresses. The dif- 
ference of rank between these ladies, who were the grandchildren, 
though by illegitimate descent, of Edward lY., and the Bassets, was 
considerable ; and when Lady Lisle projected a marriage between 
her son John and the lady Frances, many doubts were raised aa to - 
whether the lady would not lose her rank and station by so compa- 
ratively low a marriage. After much communication on the subject^ 
however, the heralds gave in their opinion that she would lose no 



^ In 1538, the 8th of December was on a Sunday, 
b December 6th. See introduction to letter xxiii. 
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degree thereby,^ and the Countess of Wiltshire, Queen Amiw Boleyn's 
mother,^ having been consulted^ as a dernier authority, and ex- 
pressed a faTDuraMe opinion, it was then determined upon. 

What the marriage terms were, is not known ; bmt undsr the 
powerful influence of Lady Lisle they were so favourable to the 
young couple, that Sir John Dudley wrote a serious remonstrance to 
his father-in-law, telling him that a marriage for one of his otfier 
sisters had been broken off from the report that all Lord LiBle*s 
lands were to be given to the Lady Frances.* The marriage took 
place in the spring of 1538.<* The bridal dresses were ordered in 
England and sent over by John Husee ; but Lady Frances shared the 
evil destiny of many a bride in reference to that all-important point, 
her attire; for, when it arrired, the sleeves were not turned up with 
tinsel, and the kirtle was not of silver as had been ordered, on which 
the unfortunate Husee received a severe reprimand.® The bride- 
groom had not as yet completed his 20th year,' and a few months 
after his marriage, he returned to England to resume his legal studies 
at Lincoln's-inn. t 

'^ Husee to Lady Lisle, date June 29. Lisle Papers, vol. xiL 
fol. 20. 

i b jt mi^y ^e incidentally noted, that in the Howard memorials this 
lady is said to have died in 1512, but one of the Lisle papers, written 
on the 7th of April 1538 (Monday), mentions her death as taking 
place on " Wednesdayilast," Vol. ii. art. 44. This date is con- 
firmed by Har). M.S. 897, fol. 78, where she is said to have died at 
the Abbot of Reading's house, London, on Wednesday, April 3rd, 
29 Henry VIII. (1538). She was buried at Lambeth. 

^ This match was probably that of Thomas, son and heir of Sir 
Francis Level, to Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, of which notices 
occur in the Lisle Papers, vol. vii fol. 113 ; and in Miscellaneous 
Letters, Ist series, vol. vi. fol. 114. She afterwards married Sir 
Francis Jobson, knight. 

^ Husee to Lady Lisle, date February 23rd. Lisle Papers^ vol. ii, 
fol. 41. This letter, taken in conjunction with the present, deter- 
mines the date of the marriage. Husee speaks of Catherine Basset 
as bemg in England, where she had not arrived in February 1537 ; 
and the present letter shows that Frances was a wife in 1538. 

« Lisle Papers, vol. ii. fol. 41. 

'He was bom October 27th, 1518. Inquisitions post mortem^ 
Nos. 13, 73, 83, Ao 20 Henry VIII. 

f Husee to Lady Lisle, date August 16th, 1538. Lisle Papers, 
vol. xii, fol. 71. 
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The two following letters were written to Lady Lisle, • dnriag 
her absence in England. From them^it would seem that Lady 
Frances sincerely lored her husband, and one of her friends at 
Calais declared to Lady Lisle, that she wonld be hall eared ol the 
ague from which she was suffering, if her ladyship would permit 
Mr. Basset to come over and see hers.'^ 

The aUusions to embroidery remind ns of the HesMleaa taslo 
in carpet and furniture work perfornied in the now happily sub- 
siding German wool mania. Three centuries ago, however, when 
intellectual resources were closed for the most part to the female 
sex, such eccupationB for leisure hours were more needful. 



Most honourable and my singolar good lady and 
mother, 

In the most humble manner that I csm I recom- 
mend me unto your good ladyship, desiring you of your 
blessing, as also doth my sister Philippa. It may 
please your ladyship lovingly to be advertised that I 
have received your ladyship's letter of the 16th day 
of this month, whereof most humbly I do thank your 
ladyship ; and, according to your ladyship'^s pleasure 
and commandment, 1 do send you, by the bearer 
hereof^ all such things as your ladyship hath written 
for, trusting it shall be safely delivered unto your 
ladyship^s hands. I send you also herein inclosed, 
the key of your ladyship's coffer. 

And as touching my breast, thanked be God, it is 
somewhat amended ; howbeit, I have had sore pain 
in it since your ladyship's departing. And as for my 
sister Philippa, the ague holdeth her very sore still.^ 

. John North to Lady Li&le, date November 22nd, 1538. Lisle 
Papers, vol. xiii. art. 31. 

i> Lord Lisle, writing on the 20th of November, says, that Philippa 
has taken Jack's medicine and is better, but on the 22nd she still 
had ague-fits every other day. Lisle Papers, vol. i. fol. 6 ; vol. xiii. 
fol. 31. 
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Desiring your ladyship to send word whether your 
ladyship will have the ground in the border of the 
long cushion with the same green that is in it already, 
or else to send some other, and also to send some 
blue for the inner part of the cushion within. Hum- 
bly beseeching your ladyship, I may be recommended 
to my bedfellow, Mr. Basset, marvelling I hear not 
from him* I do think the time very long till I hear 
from him. And thus most heartily I desire God 
to send your ladyship good speed in your suits, and 
send you shortly home. 

From Calais, the 19th day of November, by 
Your humble loving daughter, 

Frances Basset. 



LETTER XXVII. 

Lady Frances Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 88. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Oft^'na/.] 

Right honourable and my especial good lady and 
mother, 
I commend me most humbly unto your good lady- 
ship. It may please you to be advertised that I have 
received your loving letter by Nicholas Roland, whereof 
most humbly I do thank your ladyship. And as touch- 
ing such things as your ladyship wrote unto me for, by 
your former letter, I did deliver it unto the master of 
Philip Crayer'*s ship, who went the same time to 
London by long seas. And Nicholas hath shewed 
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me that at his coming to London he received of the 
said Philip Crayer's servant the same, and delivered 
it unto your ladyship, marvelling that your ladyship 
hath not the nightcaps as well as the other ; for I 
delivered everything that your ladyship wrote for, 
unto the said Crayer^s servant* As touching the 
cushions,five of them be made already ; and the other, 
my cushion, should have been made an end of ere 
this time, saving that I lack silk for the filling, for 
the dark green of it. I suppose half an ounce of 
silk will make an end, or somewhat more. Farther- 
more, I have done your ladyship^s recommendations 
to my Lady Garnish, who hath her most heartily re^ 
commended unto your ladyship again, and doth thank 
you that your ladyship doth so well remember her. 
Master Grey he is well amended of his sickness, and 
waxes a goodly child^ thanked be God. Thanking 
your ladyship that it hath pleased your ladyship to 
remember me to Master Basset, who hath sent me a 
letter by Nicholas Roland. 

Thanked be God, my sister Philippa (who also 
hath her most humbly recommended unto your lady- 
ship, and she and I both desire you of your daily 
blessing) is well amended ; her ague taketh her not 
so sore as it hath done. And as for my breast, it is 
well amended. Mistress Boys hath her humbly re- 
commended unto your ladyship, and in likewise Mis- 
tress Broke, with all other your friends in Calais, 
and all we would be glad to hear of your coming 
home. Mistress Boys doth thank your ladyship 
most humbly for your token ; and she sendeth unto 
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fcmr ladyship a ring of gold with a diamond, for a 
token, here ineloeed } and I ako do send one ring 
with a diamond. And thos I beseech omr Lord to 
send yonr ladyship good speed in your affiurs, and 
shortly home. 

Written at Calais, the 29th day of November. 

My Lady Garnish bath sent your ladyship here in- 
closed a ring with a sapphire, for a token ; and she 
trusteth that when your ladyship cometh hcHne, 
Master Grey shall meet you without the gates, with 
his cap in his hand. My sister Philippa sendeth yom* 
ladyship also our Lady of Boulogne, here inclosed, for 
a token. Mrs. London sendeth your ladyship a ring 
with a turquoise here inclosed. 

By your loving daughter, 

Frances BASSirr. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lady and 
mother, Viscountess Lisle. 



Of Lady Frances Basset but little remains to ^be recorded. 
In the spring of 1539 she became the mother of a little girl,* whose 
birth was joyfully hailed by its grandparents, in spite of some little 
disappointment that it was not a boy. The following year, however, 
she had a son, afterwards Sir Arthur Basset ; but in a few more 
months the premature death of her husband left her a widow. On 
the 21st of January, 1542, an order was issued by the Priry Council 
to Mr. Pollard, of Calais, to pay certain sums of money, specified in 
a bill annexed, to Frances Basset, widow.^ She was re-married to 
Thomas Monk, Esq., of Potheridge, Devonshire. 

* James Basset to Lady Lisle, voL i. p. 102^ date May 9th, day 
after Ascension Sunday. 
^ Nicolas* Acts of the Privy Council, vol. vii. p. 296. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Margaret^ Lady CoffijUj to Lord Cromwell, a^^. 15S8. 

[MISCELLAMEOUS LEIIEBS, 2nd SEBlESy YOU TI. Xa 122. BTAZK PAPKB 

OFFICE. OrigmoL] 

*«* The excessive timorousness of Henry VIII. in regard to 
infeetiotis disorders was such, that formal notifications were some- 
times required to be issued to his ministers on the appearance of the 
dreaded pestilence. Of such a character seems to be the following 
eommimication, written, doubtless, in 1538, when the ravages of the 
plague were verj destructive in England. Sir William Ck>ffin, 
occupied some inferior post in the court of Henry VIII., from whom 
he received a pension of 10/. per annum.* Several notices of him 
occur among the Lisle Papers ^. 

Right honorable and my singular good lord, 

In my most humblest manner, as a poor widow, full 

of heaviness and without comfort for the departmg of 

my husband, whose soul God pajrdon, beseeching your 

lordship to be good lord unto me, and that it may 

please you to advertise the king^s highness of his 

departing, and whereon he died, and as the women 

that laid him forth said, andxshewed me, it was the 

great sickness and full of God's marks over all his 

body* And I most humbly beseech his grace to 

be good and gracious lord to me in all my rightful 

eauses; for I know not what case I and my servants 

stand in, but I remit all] to the mercy of God, to 

whom I beseech God send your lordship long life. 

-—Written at Standon, the 8th day of December, 

By your beadwoman, 

Margaret Coffin. 
To the Right Honourable 
my Lord Privy Seal. 

» Tellers' Accounts, 26 Henry VIII., Michaelmas. Rolls-house, 
b Vol. ii. art. 106. 
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LETTER XXIX. 
Mrs. Anne Owen to Lord Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1538. 

[miscellaneous letters, 2nd series, TOL. XXX. KO. 53. STATE PAPEBr 

OFFICE. Original.'] 

*«* The following letter is given to show the rigid economy and 
even penuriousness which regulated the household arrangements of 
Lord Cromwell ; so that even the board of his pages and the young 
companions of his son was matter of bargaining between him and 
their parents, and when bestowed, given grudgingly. Another letter 
from Mrs. Owen, of a later date, precedes this in the same volame. 
It is written in a similar strain, entreating that the twenty marks 
a year which she paid with her child might be impropriated to bis 
use, as was the case with other gentlemen. This lady seems to have 
been the widow of William Owen, of the Middle Temple, who also 
wrote several letters to Cromwell.* 



Right honourable and my special good lord, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me imtq 
your good lordship, glad to hear of your good pro^ 
sperity and welfare, which I pray God long to con- 
tinue to your most heart's desire. You have so 
bounden me as your daily beadwoman and servant, 
both I and my poor husband, to the uttermost of our 
powers to be at your commandment ; and under like 
manner, most humbly thanking your good lordship 
for your great goodness shewed to my child and your 
little servant, John Owen, beseeching your lordship 
of your most favourable continuance of the same. 

Pleaseth your lordship to call unto your remem- 
brance how good you promised to be to me at the 
making of the award between the executors of my 
late husband and me, which was, that I should have 
paid unto me half-yearly, at Michaelmas and our 
* They precede those of Mrs. Owen in the same volume. 
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Lady Day, twenty marks a payment, in recompense 
of the small thing that was awarded me, during 
the young age of my child, and that you would give 
him his keeping. And thereupon I was agreed, 
contrary to my own heart, seeing I could get no 
better friendship* My lord, I beseech you to perceive 
and know I have not put you to so far charge in 
keeping of my son ; for his apparel, jvith all other 
expenses, hath hitherto been at my cost, save his 
meat and drink only, which, notwithstanding, shall 
be at your lordship's pleasure to take for the same, 
trusting that I shall have the rest, seeing you pro- 
mised me the whole to comfort me with. By my 
faith and truth, I never saved penny by it hitherto. 
Nevertheless, it was my hearty comfort to know that 
my child did not lack ; for if he should have been 
in other keeping than yours, my heart should ever 
have been fearful of him. Beseeching your pleasure 
again herein, and to know your pleasure farther 
whether my child shall tarry longer in the company 
of Mr. Gregory, for as I hear they be not now 
together. And if it might please ypur lordship I 
would be very glad to see him. And thus the Holy 
Ghost preserve you with long life in prosperous 
health.— From Dychling*, the Tuesday after St. 

Hillary'^s Day. 

By your beadwoman, 

Anne Owen. 
To the Right Honourable and 
her HJngnlar good lord the 
Lord Cromwell, Lord of the 
Priyy Seal. 

' In Susaez. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Sybt/l Penne, nurse to Prince Edward, to Lard CromweB. 
A.D. vers. 1538. 

[mSCBLLANBOnS LSTTERS, 2ND SERIES. YOL» XXXII. NO. 230. STATE 

PAPEB OFFICE. Of^tna/.] 

•♦• Sybyl Penne was the dry nurse of Prince Edward, appointed 
to attend him in October, 1538, when he was old enough to di^nse 
with the serrices of his foster-nuise, mother Jaekson. Her ntna- 
tion was procured through the influence of Cromwell, and the 
mediation of her sister's husband, William Sidney, who wrote elabo- 
rate letters on the subject, magnifying alike the importance of the 
office, the wonderful goodness of the king in bestowing it, and 
the suitableness of his sister-in-law for the discharge of its duties.'^ 
Another letter from Sybyl Penne, in the same volume as the present,** 
flofidts the lease for herself of a monastery in Berkshire. 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

My duty remembered, I humbly commend me unto 
your lordship^ thanking you of your great and 
manifold kindness shewed towards me at all times, 
the which I am not able to requite you again. And 
at this time I heartily desire your lordship to be 
gracious lord unto Griflfith Richards, my brother-in- 
law, the bearer hereof, which laboureth to be in ser- 
vice with our young lord and master the prince's 
grace ; and I doubt not, God willing, but that he 
shall obtain his grace's service, if your lordship's 
favour to him in the same be shewed. May it there- 
fore please your honour to have the s^d bearer in 
remembrance, and to prefer him unto the said service, 
so soon as your lordship shall see time opportone a&d 

> Miscel. Letters, vol zlL fol. 776. ^ Ibid. fd. 229. 
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expedient for the maae. And tbi» I oommit yotir 
honourable lordship unto the tuition of 'Ood, unto 
whom daily, sm I am bound, and the said Griffith 
shall pray for your honourable estate in all honour 
and health long to persevere to his pleasure. 

At your lordship's commandment 
to her simple power, 

Sybil Penne, 
Norrice to the prince's grace. 

To tiie lUgiit Honourable and my 
nngnlar good lord the Lord 
CromweU, Lord Privy Seal, 
give this. 



LETTER XXXL 
Margaret^ Lady Bryauy to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[MUCBLLANIOUS LBITBRB, 1st SBRUS. TOL. XII. NO. 142. SEEAZE 

PAPER OFFICE. Holograph,'^ 

*«* The following curiomt letter was evidently written in reply to 
a mandate for the state exhibition of the infant Prince Edward 
bdSoKe 8<nM lordly viritor at hi« nuxwry palaco of Havering. It is 
probable that this visitor was the Lord Chancellor Audeley, who went 
to see^the prince at Havering, on the 8th of September, 1537, and, 
in a letter to Cromwell, after many thanks for permission << to visit 
and see n^ lord princess grace/' gives the following deseriptioa of 
the royal infant >— 

^ And I assure your lordship I never saw so goodly a child of his 
age — BO merry, so pleasant, so good and loving countenance, and so 
earnest an eye, tu it were a sage judgment towards any person that 
repaireth to his grace ; and as it seemetb to me^ thanks bo to our 
Lord, his grace increaseth well in the air that he is in^ and albeit, a 
little his grace's flesh decayeth, yet he shooteth oul in length, and 
waxeth fim and stifi'^ and can steadfastly stand, and would advance 
himself to move and go, if they would suffer him, but as me seemeth 
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they do yet best, coxmidering his grace is yet tender, that he should 
not strain himself^ as his own courage would serve him, till he come 
above a year of age.* 

Lady Margaret Bryan, the lady mistress of Prince Edward, had 
previously performed the same office for his two sisters. A curious 
letter from her about the infant Princess Elizabeth has been printed 
by Sir Henry Ellis,^ and also by Miss Strickland in her Life of Eliza- 
beth.<^ She received from the king a pension of 25/. a year, granted 
her on July 7th, ISIQ.** 

Jesus. 
My lord, 

After my most bounden duty I humbly recommend 
me unto your good lordship ; and according to the 
king's grace^s commandment and yours shall accom- 
plish it to the best of my power with such things as 
here is to do it withal : which is but very bare for 
such a time. The best coat my lord princess grace 
hath is tinsel, and that he shall have on at that time; 
he hath never a good jewel to set on his cap ; howbeit 
I shall order all things for my lord's honour the best 
I can, so as I trust the king^s grace shall be contented 
withal ; and also master vice-chamberlain and master 
cofferer I am sure will do the best diligence that lieth 
in them in all causes. 

My lord, I thank Jesu my lord prince's grace is In 
good health and merry, and his grace hath four teeth; 
three full out, and the fourth appeareth. And thus 

'^ Audeley to Cromwell. Miscelhineous Letters, 2nd series, voL ii. 
* fol. 48. State Paper Office. 

b Historical Letters, 2nd series, vol. ii. p. 78, from Cotton. M.S. 
Otho, b. X. fol. 230. 

« Queens of England, vol. vi. p. 9. 

* Issue Book, 31 H. VIIL TeUers* Accounta. 26 H. YIII. Rolls- 
house^ 
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fare you well, my own good lord, with as much joy 

and honor as your noble heart can desire. 

From Havering, with the hand of her that is 

your true beadwoman> and will be during my life, 

Mabgabet Bryan, 
To the Right Nohle and my 

very singnlar good lord^ 

my Lord Privy Seal ; ho 

this delivered. 



LETTER XXXII. 



Catherine Bidkeley, Abbess of Godstow, to Lord 
Cromwell a.d. vers. 1538. 

[mISCILLAIVEOUS LETTBBS, 1st SBRIBS^ vol. XIII. NO. 37. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Origmal.l 

%* Catherine, ahbess of Godstow, was installed into office, and 
received the temporalities on April 16th, 1535. Her conduct was 
very satisfactory, and at the visitation of the monasteries the state of 
Grodstow was so favourably reported,* that it at first escaped the 
general dissolutioiL Anxious to ward off the danger as long as 
possible, the abbess took great pains to cultivate the good will of 
Cromwell. He was notoriously accessible to a bribe ; and, availing 
herself of this weakness, the abbess wrote him the following letters. 
His lordship was pleased to accept the proffered stewardship of 
Grodstow, and his patent was made out accordingly.^ 

Another letter from Catherine Bulkeley to CromweU thanks him 
for staying the mayor and commonalty of Oxford from taking pos- 
session of a common which had belonged to the abbey 400 years, and 
she sends him a couple of Banbury cheeses. ^ 



My most humble commendations premised, with 
my most entire thanks for all your goodness done 

■ See Dr. Tregonnell's Letter to Secretary Cromwell| 27Ui Sept. 
Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xliii. fol. 227* 

*> Catherine Bulkeley to Lord Cromwell. MisceU. Letien^ 2nd 
■eries, vol. xiv. art. 2. Date March 12th. 

« Ibid. vol. xiii. fol. 35. 



TO LETTfiES OF mOTAX. AND 

unto me ; wheoeas jfon ha/fe of noUHBg Inosgfat ne 
to all that [ hwwe by y<Mir mere goodaeiM, aerer <le- 
Berved of me in any part. It u «o, my goed lord, tbat 
the fftewardflh^ «f this fnocuustery m vow void by the 
death of Mr. Welch, which had it; and is of so 
small value, being but 40^. fee by ihe jeu^ ihsA I 
dare not be so bold so to desire your lordship to take 
so small a thing ; but if it would please you not to be 
offended therewith, both my poor sisters and I do 
most heartily beseech you to aeoept it, which were 
greatly to our comfort. It is more honest than foro* 
Stable; for you cihall have at your commandment 
twenty or thirty men to do the king service thereby, 
as Mr. Welch had to iJbe tiortiu* I can make it no 
better than it is ; but if it were a 1^000^ your good 
lorddiip fdiould have it with all my heart andpnyeiv. 
And in case it will not stand with your pleasure to 
accept it, y^t I beseech you point it to whom it «luill 
please you. A imder-stewa^ we have, wiuch is a 
honest man, permanent with us, and hath his patent 
thereof for his life, which k, and ev^ nuist be, at tli6 
high-steward's l)eck and commaAdment. As knoweth 
our Lord Jesus, who ever preserve your honour^ daQy 
to encrease to His pleasure. Amen. 
At Godstow, the 7th day of March. 

By your most bounden beadwoman, 

Catherine Bulkeley, 
Abbess of Godstow. 

To tho Right Honourable and 
my moBt wpecial jgood lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal. 

» In 1537. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 

Catherine Bulketet/y Abbess of Godstowy to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. Ters. 1588. 

[UIBCSSX, UETXEBS, IST SERIES^ TOL. XIII. NO. 34. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. 

Origindl.'] 

Pleaseth it your honour, 

After my most humble duty, with immortal thanks 
for all your great goodness shewed unto me, to be 
advertised that I have sent by this bearer your old 
fee of 40*., and your new fee of other 40*., due both at 
Michaelmas last. I am ashamed of them, that they 
be so little, but I beseech you to accept them, seeing 
my power is [no better ; for if it were, truly you 
should have more. And if it may please your honour 
to send me the same two convent seals, I shall make 
them both in one to your lordship, and to your son. 
Master Gregory, and to the longer liver of you both ; 
for gladly would I do you some pleasure, if I wist 
how, God knoweth my heart. In declaration whereof, 
for lack of better stu£^ I do send you a dish of old 
apples, whereof some be a twelvemonth old, and some 
two year old ; beseeching you to accept them, and 
to license me to set open a back gate of this mo- 
nastery, which hath been shut ever since the king's 
visitation, for the which I have great displeasure of 
my neighbours ; for indeed it is very nocive (hurtful) 
for them, especially the winter time, for by reason 
thereof they be fain to go two mile about, as this 
bearer can more at large declare to your honour ; as 
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knoweth our Lord, who ever preserve you to His 
pleasure. Amen. 

At Godstow, the 6th day of Octohen 

Your most bounden beadwoman, 

Catherine Bdlkelet, 

Abbess there. 

To the Right Honourahle and my 
very singular good lord, my 
Lord Privy Seal, this deliver. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Catherine Bulkeley^ Abbess of Godstow^ to Lord 
CromwelL a.d. vers. 1538. 

[MISCELL. letters, 2nd series, vol. XIV. MO. 3. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,'] 

•*• The following letter contains an assertion of the great leading 
doctrine of our Protestant creed, justification by faith, which it is 
startling to find issuing from behind the walls of a cloister. Yet 
BO bent was Henry VIII. on the entire uprooting of monasticism in 
England, that neither the most abject submission nor a renunciation 
of the flagrant errors of popery could long prove a safeguard. Dr. 
London was sent to take possession of the monastery of Godstow, but 
in a curious letter, which is printed in the Monasticon Anglicanum,* 
the abbess refused to surrender into his hands because he was her 
personal enemy, and had opposed her promotion. She accuses him 
of first threatening and then enticing herself and her sisters, and also 
of falsely slandering her, by saying she alienated the goods of the 
convent, of which she declares she has never parted with one half- 
pennyworth,^ London, in his letter to Cromwell says, that the abbess 
has received him "somewhat pensively," but requests favourable 

* Vol iv. p. 359. The original is in Cotton. MS., Cleopatra^ C. ir. 
fd. 227 b. • ^ Ibid. 
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terms for her and the niuis.'^ As far as Catherine was eoneemed, 
the request was compiled with, for at the dissolation she had a pension 
lof40/.forlife. 



My most singular good lord, 

After my most humble duty, these be specially to 
thank you for that it pleaseth you to direct your 
letters for the stay of Doctor Loudon, which was 
here ready to suppress this poor house against my 
will and all my sisters\ and had done it, indeed, if 
you had not so speedily sent contrary commandment ; 
for the which vour ffoodness vou shall be well assured, 
as I am already most bounden, of a poor maiden's 
prayer during my life, seeing I have no other riches 
to recompense you withal. 

And where it pleased you to direct your letters 
since that time to me and my sisters, for the prefer- 
ment of Master Doctor Owen to our demesnes and 
stock ; these be to certify your lordship that we have 
accomplished the same with all favor and gentleness ; 
as I trust he will report and give your lordship thanks 
therefor; for no man living, under the king, could 
have had it of us with our good wills, saving your 
lordship. And therefore, as my very trust and com- 
fort is in you, I beseech you to continue my good 
lord, as I trust you shall never have cause to the 
contrary ; for your lordship shall be well assured that 

* The expected dissolution presented a strong temptation to the 
rulers of monasteries, while the power over the land still remained 
with them, to alienate some part to provide for themselves in future. 
This was severely checked hy Henry VIII., who had an eye to the 
temporalities of the suppressed establishments. 

VOL. Ill . E 
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there is neither pope nor purgatory, hnage nor pff- 
grimage, nor praying to dead saints, used or regarded 
amongst us; but all superstitious ceremonies set 
apart ; the very honour of God, and the truCh of 
His holy words, as far as the frail nature of women 
may attain unto, is most tenderly followed and re- 
garded with us ; not doubting but this garment sand 
fashiott of Kfe doth nothing prevail toward oor juBti- 
fying before God, by whom, for hfe sweet son Jesmi? 
sake, we only trust to be justified and saved ; who 
ever preserve your honour to his pleasure. Amen. 
At Godstow, this 26th day of November. 
Your most bounden beadwoman^ 

Cathskhntk BcTLKILinPy. 



Abbess ther^ 



To the Right Honourable and 
my very singular good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal. 



LETTER XXXV. 
Anne, Lady Berkeley, to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1&36. 

[mSOELL. tBTTESS, 2nd SBftlBS, VOL. III. NO. 173. STATE PAPEA 0«fM9L 

Origmcd.'i 



*«• The Lady Berkeley has before been- introduced to the i 
She was a widow in the king's custody, bnt of too energetic a 1 
ament to consent to the trammels of a second wedlock. The person 
proposed to her by the king and Lord Cromwell was Mr. Bimsed 
Dudley, son and heur of John lord Dudley, a noblemaa MtoiioMlgr 
poor*— perhaps one reason why his suit was so unaeeeptable; 

• See the following letter from hi* mother, L«dy thdkfr 
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Hq himself gave aB aoeoimt of his conr&kip and disa^pMBtm^tr t» 
Wriethealey* in the foUowing yery amosiDg atyle :-^ 

^Maatev Wnotbesley^ 

^ In my most heartiest manner I recommend me unto yon, oyer 
heartily thanking you of your most singular goodness to me at aJl 
times, and in especial for the procurement and device of the king's 
letters and my Lord Privy Seal's, the which were as effectually devised 
in my behalf and preferment as I could either advise or desire. 
Notwithstanding^ I have not been regarded according to the king's 
desire and my lord's^ but she hath made me a very light answer that 
she is not minded to marry, and at the next term she will make an 
answer to the king, which is but done for a delay ; whereby I am not 
able to follow my suit, unless you be good lord unto me to put your 
help with my lady, my. aunt, the bearer hereof, to speak unto my 
lord that I may have some straiter command from the king, and my 
lord unto her, to go forward in the accomplishing my desire. The 
troth 18, she entertaitied me after the most loving sori at my ftnt 
coming to her as I could desire ; for, when she was in her chamber 
sewing, she would suffer me lie in her lap, with many other as familiar 
fashions as I could desire ; also, she would bring me to my chamber,, 
and send the gentlewomen unto me for to entertain me. But aft loy 
caming with the king's letters I was nothing so well welcomed, but 
where it was so familiar before, it was much stranger since my coming- 
last, which grieved me sore as well for her own part as for miiie^ 
cmmidwripg the king's pleasure and my lord's request. Howbeit, as te* 
as I perceive by such of my friends as be about her, if my letters had 
been of commandment as they were in desire and request,' I shonld 
have obtained my heart's desire without any fiorther delay. There> 
fore I desire you heartily, as you have always been friendly unto m% 
now in this my instant need, that I may have your help and procure^ 
ment of a letter or two with your favour, and drawn by your 
adnee, one from the king, and another from my lord, eommandiag: 
her to look better on this matter, or let her not think to hava any 
forwardness in her causes by my lord. Also, my desire is that it 
may be devised that the king and my lord will see that I shall at all 
timae xmm myself like an honest man unto her, or else that his grace 
wHl tee ii remedied, trusting that I have not so little discretion for 
to use myself any way to her displeasure : there is too many discom- 
mo^ties would rise thereupon. Truly I love her not so weakly — 
hil nndonbtedly my heart is so faithfiiUy assnrad nnte her, that it 

« Misoell. Letters, 3rd series, vol. iii. fol. 94. State Biper OfBce. 
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were impossible to remove it for any pleasure in the world. And 
although it hath been expenseful and chargeable unto me, the suit 
unto her, yet an I were worth a thousand pounds, I would vouchsafe 
to spend it for her sake — wherefore you cannot do me a higher 
pleasure than to procure me a commandment whereby I may obtain 
her favour." 

The letter is dated from the house of his aunt, Lady Montague, in 
Dorsetshire, where he remains, hoping for a speedy answer to his 
letter. 

The persevering lover never won his suit, for Lady Berkeley 
was a widow to the day of her death. He remained some years 
a disconsolate bachelor ; but at length, in the reign of queen Mazy, 
married one of her maids of honour, a daughter of Lord Chandos. 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

Signifying unto your good lordship, as to him in 
whom all my trust is, of the receipt of your honour- 
able letters, and do assure your good lordship that if 
my heart might be towards Mr. Dudley, as it is not, 
I would assuredly be reconciled by your good lordship 
before any other living in earth, other than by the 
king our master. And according to the king's high 
pleasure and commandment I have signified unto his 
grace that I cannot with my heart bear fair unto Mr. 
Dudley, to accomplish his high pleasure; and in 
semblewise also desiring your good lordship, in that 
my stomach cannot lean there, neither as yet to any 
marriage, that you will continue my especial good 
lord, as you have done in time past, and to be in 
my help of my rude answer unto the king's majesty, 
so that I may stand in no displeasure with his grace ; 
and so I shall continually pray to God for the preser- 
vation of your noble estate long to continue, to the 
pleasure of God. 
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At Yate, the 6th day of January, the 29th year 
of the reign of our said sovereign lord King Henry 
the VIIL 

Your own, 

Anne Berkeley, 
Widow, 
To the Right Honourable and 
my siDgular good lord, the 
Lord Privy Seal*s good lord- 
ship be this given. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

l,ady Cecil Dudley to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1539. 

[miscellanbous exchequer documents, first series, no. 1365. 
ROLLS house. Original.'] 

%* Lady Cecil Dudley was the daughter of Thomas Grey, first 
marquis of Dorset, and the wife of John Sutton, Baron Dudley. 
This Lord Dudley was a man of^weak understanding, and, becoming 
embarrassed in his circumstances, he got entangled with a set of 
usurers. His kinsman, John Dudley, Viscount Lisle, afterwards the 
celebrated Earl of Northumberland, had a strong desire to obtain 
castle Dudley, the chief seat of the elder branch of the family, and, 
availing himself of the pecuniary distresses of his relative, he con- 
trived to attain his object. The poor houseless nobleman was thus 
left^to the charity of his friends, spending his time in visits to one 
and another, as he best might, and generally known by the ludi- 
crous sobriquet of Lord Quondam,* By a foolish compromise with 
his wife's step-father, Henry, Earl of Wiltshire, he had lost even the 
100/. per annum settled by the Marquis Dorset, his father, upon 
them,^ so that his wife and family were reduced to a state of destitu- 
tion which needs no farther comment than the present letter. At 

* Dugdale*s Baronage, vol. ii. p. 216. 

^ Letter of Henry Stafford, Earl of Wiltshire, to Wolsey. Wolsey 
Correspondence, vol. xvi. fol. 4. State Paper Office. 
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Uai LtAy Dudley's mother bestowed upon bar and eack 4>f her 
sisten 1000/. in Und which she principally paid out of h«r 4iwn 
prirate reyenues.* 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

In my most humblest wise I have me recom- 
mended unto your good lordship : glad to hear of 
your good health, which I pray God long to con- 
tinue to his pleasure and your most heartiefit desire. 
The cause of my writing unto you is, desiring you 
to be good lord unto me ; it is so, as you know very 
well, that, by the means of my lord, my husband^ I and 
all mine are utterly undone, unless it be the better 
provided by the grace of God, and likewise that 
it may please the king^s highness to take pity of me 
and mine, and in that behalf, my humble desxte is 
to your lordship to be good lord unto me, as my 
special trust is in you above all, next God and the 
king. The truth is, I have little above 20 f>OHEd 
a year {which I have by my lady, my motiier), to 
find me and one of my daughters with a woman and 
a man to wait upon me ; and surely, unless the ^oed 
prioress of Nuneatoni> did give me meat and drink 
of free cost, to me and all mine that here remains 
with me, 1 could not tell what shift to make. Over 
and besides that, whensoever any of my dhildren 
comes hither to see me, they be welcome jmto £ke 

** Indenture between Cecil, Marchioness Dowager of Donet, and 
her son Thomas. Miscellaneous Exchequer DocumentB, Second 
Series, No. 442. 

^ A priory of nuns, of the order of Fontenand, in Warwiokshixe, 
founded in the time of Henry XI. At the dissolution, their in 
was rather below £300. 
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w long as tiiey li«fc io tacryy luraemfiat 
jmd siairB meat, and cost ihem ncihiogj with a piece 
lef fold or two in their puiaes at their depui^ure. 
Wherefoi^ in the way of charity I desire you .to 
he good lord unto me, and to consider the poverty 
flf me^ for, if ou^t should eome to the house of Nun- 
eaton^ I stand in a hard case, not knowing where 
to ibe, nor what shift to make, unless it may please 
you of your mere pity and compassion to move the 
kk^ to be good and gracious unto me, according 
unto his most gracious pleasure to help me unto 
some living. Moreover, I most heartily thank your 
lordship of your manifold goodness showed unto my 
poor son Edward Dudley, for, as I perceive by 
him, you are special good lord unto him, specially 
as concerning his suit unto my lady Berkeley, not 
only in procurement of the king^s letters, but like- 
wise you wrote for him as instantly as though he 
had been your own son.* Wherefore I shall daily 
pray for you that it may please almighty God to 
reward you, whereas I and my poor son am not 
able. Notwithstanding it may please you to con- 
sider that though you were good lord unto him, 
yet it was not his fortune to obtain his foresaid 
«uit and purpose : which hath been to his great cost 
and charge, also to his great hindrance divers ways ; 
for all this great wlule he hath lived on me and 
ether of his friends. Farther, as I perceive he hath 
1>een bold to come to dinner and supper to your 
lordship, by your goodness showed unto him, which 
* See the preceding letter. 
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hath made him the more bolder to resort unto you 
at all times, whereby as yet he hath shifted the 
better. Desiring you to continue your goodness 
unto him, considering his poverty, and mine also, I 
desire you to be good lord unto him in his poor 
suit, as I shall daily pray for your honourable lord- 
ship long to endure. 

Written at Nuneaton, the 24th day of February. 
Your daily beadwoman, 

Cecil Dudley. 
To the Eight Honourable and my 
singular good lord, my Lord 
Privy Seal. 

Endorsed, ** A^. xxx^. 
« The Lady Dudley." 



LETTER XXXVIL 

Anne^ Lady Skeffingtony to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[mISCELL. letters, second series, vol. XXXIX. NO. 383. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Original.'] 

Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

My humble duty premised unto your good lordship, 
may it please the same to be advertised ; that, as I 
am informed, your lordship hath obtained of the 
king's grace the whole town and lordship of Lodding- 
ton, in the county of Leicester, which of late did 
belong to Launde Abbey ;^ and the lordship place of 

« A monastery of black canons, of the value of 510/. 16«. hd. 
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the same, with the demesnes thereof^ as lam informed, 
is to be letten to farm, with a little pasture gromid, 
called Stelton; wherefore, if it would please your 
good lordship to be so good and gracious lord to me 
as that I might become your poor tenant to the same, 
for some reasonable years, of such convenient rent as 
it is worth, then were I greatly bounden to your 
good lordship. For, as God knoweth, I have been so 
straitly ordered with my husband's children, that I 
have no house of my late husband's to put my head 
in ; neither have I any house of any other man but 
only from year to year. 

"Wherefore, I beseech your lordship, some deal to 
pity this my poor suit, and I shall be very glad to do- 
therein for your lordship's profit as another will do,, 
with my hearty prayer during my life. And I beseech 
your lordship to continue my good lord in my suit of 
pardon to the king's grace, and to accept my poor 
servant, John Fostcn, this bearer, to be a poor soli- 
citor to your lordship in these my suits and causes. 
And I shall daily pray to God long to prosper your 
lordship, in honour and gladness. 

From Colliweston, the 27th day of April. 
Your daily beadwoman, 

Dame Anne Skefpington, 
Widow.* 
To the Eight Honourable 

and singolar good lord, 

my Lord Privy Seal. 

• One other letter of Lady Skeffington is in existence besides those 
already mentioned. It is addressed to Lord Cromwell, intreating for 
a discharge from the sentence of outlawry issued against herself and 

E 2 
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LiETTBR XXXVm. 

Elizabeth^ Lady Delaware, to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. 1539. 

[MiaOfiUANEOUS EXCHEQUBR DOClTlfENIS, IST SERIBf, .HO. 814. .BOUS 

HOUSE. Oriffinal.^ 

*^* The followiQg letter, though an original^ bean^no othor vg- 
nature than the letters £. L. ; the latter of which is so indistinctly 
-written as rather to resemble a C. The subject of ity'however, clearly 
idenlifiesthe writer as the wife of Thomas West, Lord Belawam, or, 
as he inTariably wrote his own name, Thomas Lawarre.^ This 
nobleman was involved in the accusation of treason which brought 
Lord Itfontague and the Marquis of Exeter to the scaffold, but was 
fortunate enough to escape, and to regain the royal fiiYOiir. 

The privy council, who were commissioned to examine him, 
reported in a letter to Henry YIII, dated December 21st, 1538, 
that they could find no ground to commit him to the Tower, lUtkoagh 
>they had confined him closely within the precincts of hie 4mn 
4ibode ; but that the ungrounded suspicion of treason, which would 
be involved in a Tower imprisonment, " should so much touch his 
honesty, and he by the same should be put to such a rebuke tiiat he 
should never be able to recover it." On thesegrounds tk^y «mTe 
the royal pardon for the mercy extended towards him.^ 

In reference to the manor of Halfnakyd, he wrote two letters to 
-Cromwell, dated the 18th and 19th of November,*^ requesting not to 
be turned out immediately, because in none other of his houses was 
there suitable provision of com, cattle, and wood, and making 
arrangements for an equitable exchange with the king, asking for 
Wherwell nunnery in Hampshire, because, being situated in a 

others, who had been sureties to the king for her late husband. She 
•complains that she is impoverished by age and sickness and unable 
to follow out her suits. Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. 
fol. 381. 

a Several of his letters are amongst the Miscellaneous Corres- 
pondeDce in the State Paper Office ; also. Lisle Papers, vol. vi. foL 9, 
et seq. ; and vol. xi, fol. 7. They are principally dated from 
Halfnakyd. 

^ Ellis' Letters, 1st series, vol. ii. p. 124. 

« Miseel. Letters, 2ad series, vol. xix. ff. 135, 129. 
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ipteMAut fioniitiy, he thinks U.a healthy suitable pUuse ffxrlm ^wife in 
j»se of his death, as she had no house of her own. As, however, 
it was valued at 1802. a year, and Halfnakyd at only 140/., he offers 
to 'make up theremaining sum from bmds in Somer8etAire'OriQh>u- 
DestflODlhiie. His zeguest was gnmted, and Wherwell con&cred 
upon him.^ He was a nobleman of generous iiabits, and his death 
was greatly regretted,'for he was said to keep the best and most'hos- 
pltaUeixoose in SooBex. 

Jfy mofit right Jbonourable lord, 

In my lowlloBt ;wiae I recommend me io ^ur j^ood 
Jorcbshjp. Pleaseth your lordship for to .be advertised 
:that I ha^e jreceived jour moat loving and ikind letter 
that ever came to my poor heart. For J do perceive 
.thereby that the king^s majesty^ of his mere and gra- 
cious goodness hath forgiven my lord, my husband, 
/his offences that he hath done to his highness ; and 
moreover, of his gracious ^oodnes^, will not .take none 
jidvantage of such recognizance that my lord, my 
Juffiband, was bound in with divers great lords and 
other gentlemen, but like a noble and pitiful king has 
forgiven my said lord, the which .is the most joyous 
and comfortable thing to our hearts that ever came 
to us both, and bindeth us the days of ourUves for to 
beseech the blessed Trinity, long to continue his 
majesty in honour, and that we may have so much 
grace for to continue his faithful and true servants, 
as, we take God to record, we be minded so to be. 

And, mine own good lord, where it pleased the 
king^s majesty for to have a mind and pleasure for to 
have Halfnakyd with the members, my good lord, his 
grace shall have my good will therein, with all my 
heart, if it were worth a thousand pound more than 
' Patent Roll, 31 Henry YIII. part 4, date March 24tb. 
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it is ; for there was never subjects more bounden to 
their king and sovereign lord than we be. For the 
which we be his highness', both life, lands, and goods, 
and we verily trust to God so to continue during oUr 
poor lives. Also, my lord, next the king's highness, 
and our duty remembered to my lord princess grace, 
we are most bound daily to pray for your good lord- 
ship. For, by your goodness and means to the king's 
grace, his highness is thus good lord to us, as we now 
find his highness, and doubt not, my good lord, that 
ever we will forget your goodness ; but that we will 
continue your's to the best of our powers during our 
lives. And, also, we will recompense some part of 
your lordship^s goodness as soon as ive can. 

And, good my lord, I beseech you for to be good 
lord to my lord my husband, that the land that we 
shall exchange for Halfnakyd might be good, and that 
we may have some reasonable leisure to depart from 
thence, considering that all our corn and cattle, and 
other provision, is here upon Halfnakyd and Box- 
grave, and in no other place, and we can make no 
shift now for no money till summer, but we are very 
well contented, for to conclude in every thing with 
his grace as soon as it shall please his highness. And, 
also, his grace for to have the possession thereof, when 
it shall please him. And thus I beseech the blessed 
Trinity long preserve your good lordship. 

At Halfnakyd, the 8th day of November. 

Your good lordship's poor beadwoman, 

E.L. 

To the RightHononrable 
my Lord Privy Seal 
his good lordship. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Joarma Vane, Prioress ofDartford^ to Lord Cromwell. 
A.B. vers. 1539. 

[mSCKLLAlClBOUS LBTTEBS, SECOND SKEIES, YOL. Till. NO. 46. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Original,] 

•«• One of the modes adopted by Cromwell, as preparatory to 
the dissolution of the monasteries, was to prevent the profession of 
any new novices, so that gradnal decay might sometimes spare the 
necessity of resorting to harsher measures. The present letter was 
written in reply to a mandate from him, endeavouring to prevent a 
young lady, who had gone through the initiatory stages, taking the 
final vows. The writer was the last prioress of the monastery of 
Dartford, and on its dissolution received a pension of 662. 13#. 4(2., 
whilst twenty-three nuns, all who were then remaining in the house, 
had allowances, varying from 40«. to 61, a year. Joanna was a 
woman who ranked high for piety and discretion. John, bishop of 
Rochester, writing to Lord Cromwell upon the death of her prede- 
cessor, and the steps taken in reference to the election, says : — 

'< There is one of the sisters called Joan Yane, which, if it would 
please your lordship to favour, and prefer in the room, I think there 
is not of them all a more meeter for it than she is, both of good 
virtue and religion, although there are in the house many elder 
than she is, yet is there none better learned nor more discreeter 
woman, she being herself above thirty."* 

In another letter on the same subject he says, that, though there 
were in; the priory divers women, good in their sort, yet she 
exceeded them all, and that her elevation would conduce to the 
honour of God.b The present letter confirms her character as an 
amiable and pious woman.<^ 



Jesus. 
Right honourable and my smgular good lord, 

In my most hmnble and obedient manner I have 

*■ MisceUaneous Letters, second series, vol. xxxv. foL 119. 
b Ibid. fol. 108. 

<^ Another letter, from Petre to Lord Cromwell, upon her elec- 
tion, is in the same series, vol. xxxii. fol. 292. 
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me recommended unto your ^ood lordship ; adver- 
tising your good lordship that I have received your 
gentle and loving letter touching the delivery cf one 
Bridget Browning, one of my religious company, as yet 
not professed in the sight of the world, but i)n]y iaiifiart 
to Q^od, who was brought to my monastery long time 
pasi;,xmly by the great labour, meanci^ and irequest^ 
made by her mother to the late prioress of "the saSd 
jnonastery now deceased,^ to the intent she should le 
a Teligious woman and recluse, and nothing at the 
desire nor request of the said late prioress, neither by 
her .provocation, neither yet by her nor me detained 
or liept against her friends' minds, contrary to any 
statute, decree, or ordinance, in that behalf provided"; 
•hut that the said late prioress, I, .and my sisters, have 
always been ready to permit and suffer the said 
3ridget to depart to her said mother at her Tree will 
and liberty ; which to do she always, ibeing very jKire 
prefixed in her outward mind, and also as it dhould 
seem in her heart to my said religion, Jbath refused 
and denied. Wherefore it may please your good 
lordship that she may come to your lordship^s presence, 
and that the effects of her heart and mind may be by 
your good lordship tenderly accepted and Jieard ; and 
farther she to be remitted as it shall appertain to your 
good lordship's great wisdom and authority. Wherein 
your good lordship shall bind me and atll dfiier 
my sisters to be your lordship's daily oratrices. As 
knoweth our Lord God, who ever have your good 
lordship in his tuition and governance. 

* Elizabetii Cressener. 



fiWtten art ©artford the 9th day of September, ty 
your lor dflhy>''s poor and faithful oratrice, 

Joanna Vane, PrioresB. 

"Tto ihe Ri^fHonooxable and 
her smgnlar ^ood 'lor4) myJLord 
TiiyjTSeal ; with speed. 



LETTER XL. 

Florence Bormewe^ hie Prioress of Ambresbury^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

Xm IflCELULNEOUS LBTTERS/ SEC30ND SERIES, TOL. I. KO. 117. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Original,'} 

*^* .In the yexy hnperfect list of the [prioresses of Ambresba]*y, 
.jiTen in the Monasticon Anglicanum/ no name occurs between 
Sibilla de Montacute, who died in 1420, and "^ Joan Darrell, ' who 
TCfinqnished the monastery in 1540. Florence Bonnewe must have 
beoi the immediate predecessor of this latter lady. As early as 
1535, or 1536, an attempt had been made on the part of Cromwell's 
emissaries to jpersuade the prioress voluntarily to surrender her 
monastery into the king's hands, but this she steadily refused. Dr. 
. Tssgonnel and his fellow-commissioners thus addressed Secretary 
Cromwell on the subject : — 

^We came to Ambresbury, and there communed with the abbess 
for the accomplishment of the king's highness' commission in like 
sort ; and, albeit we .have used as many ways with her as our poor 
wits could attain, yet, in the end, we could not, by any persuasions, 
'bring her to any conformity, but at all times she rested and so 
rsmaineth in these terms, ^ If the king's highness conmiand me to 
go from this house, I will gladly go, though I beg my bread ; and 
as for pension, I care for^none.' In these terms she was, in all her 
eommunieation, praying us many times to trouble her no farther 

Vol. ii. p. 334. 
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herein, for she had declared her full mindy in the which we might 
plainly gather of her words she was fully fixed before our coming."* 
Her steadiness averted for a while the dreaded crisis, but at 
length the royal mandate arrived. Very sorrowful were the feelings 
with which many of the recluses abandoned the houses where they 
had intended to find an asylum to the close of life, and to which 
some of them had bequeathed their ample fortunes, and found them- 
selves dependant on the capricious charity of Henry YIII., but their 
only resource was in the mournful submissivenes of which the fol- 
following letter affords a specimen. The death of the writer, almost 
immediately after, saved her from any share in the impending cala- 
mities of her convent.^ 



Right honourable my singular good lord, 

I humbly recommend me unto your good lordship, 
and have received the king^s most gracious letters and 
yours, touching the resignation of my poor office in 
the monastery of Ambresbury ; according to the 
purport of which letters and your good advertisement, 
I have resigned my said office into the hands of the 
king's noble grace, before the commissioners thereto 
appointed ; trusting that such promises as the same 
commissioners have made unto me for assurance of 
my living hereafter shall be performed. And so I 
most humbly beseech your good lordship, in the way 
of charity, to be means for me unto the king's high- 
ness, that I may be put in surety of my said living, 
during the little time that it shall please God to grant 
me to live. And I shall continually during my time 
pray to God for the preservation of the king's most 
excelleht no[ble] grace, and your honourable estate 

a Miscellaneous Letters, second series, vol. xliii. fol. 227. 

^ A letter from SouthweU Came, London, and oth^ commis- 
sioners, upon the surrender of Ambresbury, is in Miscellaneous 
Lettei*s, second series, vol. xl. fol. 553, date December 7th. 
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long to endure. At the poor monastery [ of ] 

Ambresbury^ the 10th day of this present month, 

August. 

By your poor Ofratrice] 

Florence Bo[|nnbwe,] 

late prioress [there.] 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lord, my Lord 
Cromwell and Lord Privy Seal. 

Endorsed, "Florence Bonnewe, Prioress of 
Ambresbury, desiring to have her stipend 
for life." 



LETTER XLL 

Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[SMITH MS., NO. 68, FOL. 17. BODLBIIN LIBBABT.] 

%* The matter which had been opened to the princess by 
Mr. Wriothesley, and to which she refers in the following letter, 
was the negotiation for her marriage with Philip, Duke of Bavaria, 
who was at this time paying his earnest suit to her.a Wriothesley's 
letter to Cromwell, detailing his interview with her on this subject, 
is printed from Heame's Sylloge, by Miss Strickland,*^ and should 
be read in connection with the present. 

* In a gossiping letter to Lord Lisle, from his confidential servant, 
John Husee, dated December 22nd, 1539, he says : — 

** Your lordship shall understand that this day my lord privy seal 
and duke Philip of Bavaria are ridden to Enfield, where my lord 
prince and my lady Mary's grace doth lie, therefore some thinketh 
her grace cometh not to Baynard's Castle now." — Lisle Papers, vol. 
It. foL 68. State Paper Office. See also Queens of England, vol. 
T. p. 226. 

b Queens of England, vol. v. p. 224. 
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My lord. 

After my most hearty comiieiidati«Bs; I do, in 
semblable manner, thank you for your geatiib asid 
friendly letterB. How I have proceeded, touching 
the counsel of the same for the matter declared by 
Mr, Wriotheeley, because both by his relation and by 
my letters to the king's majesty you shall perceive ;. I 
shall not trouble you with my vain words in writkig : 
only this I will add, that, howsoever I am in Uhs kind 
of thing affected, his highness^ in this and all other 
things during my life, shall find me ins most humble 
and obedient daughter, subject, and servant ; and so 
I beseech you ever to say and answer for me : I shall 
not, God willing, disapprove your saying in the same, 
while the breath shall be in my body ; as knows our 
Lord, who send you health. 

From Hertford Castle, the 17th of Deoember, late 
at night. 

I beseech your lordship to pardon me tiaat I vmte 
not this letter of mine own hand. I was sometfhing 
weary with the writing of the other letter ; ajud^ Aipon 
trust of your goodness, I caused one of my men in 
this to supply the place of a secretary. 

Your assured loving friend, durang my lifSo, 

Mary. 



LETTER XLII. 

Margaret^ Countess of Salisbury^ to Lord 'Lisle. 

[USLB PAPERS, VOL. ¥II. NO. 59. STAT£ PAPSS OFFICE. Ori^tno/.] 

^^ Passiog over the illegitimacy of the birth of Arthur Planta- 
genet, Yiscoimt Lisle, he and the Countess of Salisbury were first 
fieuOTB, their fathers, Edward IV., and George Duke of Clarence, 
Mng own brothers. The only remaining letter of the countess 
Jmown to be inoiustence, besides those given. in ihe present Yolomes, 
is one in which, in oonjunetion with Lord Husee, her fellow official 
ia tiie hoQsehold of the princess Mai^ she writes to Cromwell, 
dwHwng the farming c^ a recently-suppressed priory in Carnarvon, 
North Wales, for a footman of the princess, John Refold, which 
linut, they 81^, "will be pleasure unto her grace.'"^ Her latest 
Jmown luitograph is appended to a lease of the manor of Newton, in 
fioffolk, dated Nov. Brd, 1588,*^ a Jew months before her impnaon- 
msnt Notwithstanding her age And ahready amrnmnlatiiig sorrows, 
iheiumd is remarkably bold and firm.^^ 



Mine own good cousin, 

In my hearty manner I recommend me unto you, and 
to jny lady your wife, being glad to hear of your good 
iieidth ; ipraying you, that where my friend llichard 
Baiker is \>y your favour appbmted to the kmg's ser- 
idce in Calais, it may please you to be good lord unto 
ium, and the rather for my sake, in all such things as 
you may do him favour therein ; for I doubt not but 
ihat you shall find him an honest man, and meet to 
-<b the king service. And thus I pray Jesu preserve 

• Ifised. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xviii. foL 404, dated ^ram the 
manor of Knolle, Nov. 30th. 

^ Donee Charter, No. 31. Bodleian library. 

* In Misoel. Letters, 3rd series, vol. iv.fd. 196, hmicarioas letter 
to her firam William Labome, a priest and schocteaiter. 
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you in good health, and prosperous to His plea- 
sure. 

At Bysham, the 6th day of March. 
By your loving cousin, 

Makgarbt Salisbury. 
To my loving cousin, 
my Lord Lisle. 

The tragical destiny of the Countess of Salisbury is fiuniliar to 
most readers. In 1539 she was attainted of high treason.* The 
proofs brought against her were, that seyeral Papal bulls had been 
found in her house at Cowdray, that she was in correspondence with 
her son Reginald, afterwards the celebrated Cardinal Pole, and that 
she had forbidden her tenantry to read the New Testament, or any 
of the books recently privileged by the king. 

Another sore point was that, in her staunch adherence to the 
Roman Catholic faith, she strongly opposed the suppression of the 
monasteries, and used her private influence to prevent their being 
submissively yielded to the king.b But her greatest offence was a 
design to marry her son Regmald to the princess Mary. A cnriovs 
inedited letter, amongst the Lisle Papers, addressed to Lord Lisle,^ 
presents the following particulars : — 

*' Pleaseth it your lordship, so it is that there was a coat of anns^ 

* Godwin's Annals, p. 68. Her papers seem, however, to have 
been seized as early as December, 1538, for on the 6th of that 
month the Earl of Southampton wrote to inform CromweU that he 
had been, according to the king's command, to Lady Salisbory, and 
demanded her will ; that she said it was amongst her chests, which 
he accordingly had fetched, and there found two wills, an old one, 
dated Anno 20, but which was cancelled by having the signature eat 
off. On being questioned about it, the Countess said she had cat off 
her name, that it might be thoroughly worthless when she made the 
new one ; this was dated September, Anno 30, (1538,) and Soath- 
ampton sent both up to the king, and waited further erders.— 
MisceL Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. fol. 444. State Paper Office. 

b Letter of Sir Nichokis Carew to Secretary CromweU. MiseeL 
Letters, 2nd series, voL v. art. 139. 

c Vol. iv. art. 67. State Paper Office. The signature of the 
letter has unfortunately been torn off. 

^ In the journals of the House of Lords, vol. i. p. 107, this 
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found in the Dnchess of Salisbury's coffer, and by the one side of the 
coat there was the king's grace's arms of Enghmd, that is, the lions 
without the flours de lis, and about, the whole arms was made pansies 
for Pole, and marygolds for my lady Mary. This was about the coat 
of arms, and betwixt the marygolds and the pansies was made a tree 
to rise in the midst, and on the tree a coat of purple hanging on a 
bough, in tokening of the coat of Christ, and on the other side of 
the coat all the passion of Christ. Pole intended to have married 
my lady Mary, and betwixt them both should again arise the old 
doctrine of Christ. This was the intent that the coat was made, as 
it is openly known in the parliament house, as master Sir George 
Speke showed me. And thus my lady marchioness, my lady Salis- 
bury, Sir Adrian Fortescue, Sir Thomas Dingley, with divers others, 
are attainted to die by act of Parliament." The two ladies did not 
suffer death immediately, but were confined in the Tower, where 
they were so severely treated as to be destitute of almost the 
ordinary comforts of life. Thomas Philipps, one of their jailors, 
touched with compassion, presented on their behalf the following 
petition, probably addressed to some member of the privy council :^ — 

<' Pleaseth it your good lordship, this is to advertise you that I, 
Thomas Philipps, by reason that I am daily conversant with them 
that are pensive, can no less do but utter the same to your honour- 
able lordship. 

<< First, the lady marchioness feareth sore lest she stand in dis- 
pleasure of the king's most gracious highness, and so, consequently 
wanting your lordship's favour. 

**The second is, she saith she wanteth raiment, and hath^no 
change but only that that your lordship commanded to be provided. 

** Further, she saith that ^her gentlewoman, Mistress Constance, 
bath no manner of change, and that that she hath is sore worn. 
Another gentlewoman she hath, that is master comptroller's maid, 
and hath been with her one whole year and more, and very sorry is 
she that she hath not to recompence them, at the least their 
wages. 

** Farther, if it like your good lordship, the Lady Salisbury maketh 
great moan for that she wanteth necessaryapparel both for to change 
and also to keep her warm." 

coat is mentioned as having been shown in the house by Crom- 
well (May 12th, 1539) ; but the description of it is far less minute 
than the present Some of the insignia were the same as those 
used by the rebels in the north. 
« MisoelUmeous Exchequer Documents, Ist series. No. 1752. 



94 LETTERS OF ROYAL AUDI 

This pitiful petition was responded to, as appcan by the Iblkmoiy 
memorandam of the Priry G>aneil.»— 

<^ Ist March, 1541, a letter wassrat to Stntt, the queen's tailor, tapsv- 
Tide and make meet for the late Countess of Sanim,hekig pxiasney 
in the Tower, the pareels of apparel and other neeessariear ensntn^; 

* In prinus^ a ni^t-gown, furred, a kutie of worsted, and patti— at 
furred. 

*' Item, another gown of the fiuhion of night-gowa of sagra, Ihw^ 
wiA satin of Cyprus, and faced with satin. 

** Item, a bonnet with a frontlet. 

** Item, four pair of hose. 

** Item, four pair of shoes, and one pair of 8%p«rs.*'» 

After an imprisonment of two years, the Countess of Sa li s hn i y» 
the hist of the Plantagenets, was beheaded May 27tii, 1541, al 70 
years of age, with circumstances of peculiar horror, arising from her 
io^^nant refusal to die the death of a traitor without feailbl permnal: 
violenee. Her fate is thus quaintly related by a contemporary poal^ 
George Cavendish, in one of a series of visioiis whieh flitted msnm 
his imaginatiTe bram.^ 

The Author G. a {tp§aks). 
Ending thus her pbunt, another was comind^ 
Of courage impotent, and de^ wo^n ag» ; 
Whose piteous decay, if that I had cunning, 
I would express her grieToua damage^ 
Althou^ she were a lady of excdlent parentags^ 

a Acts of the Privy Council, vol. vii., p. 147. The paymentafor 
her for these and other articles was as follows : — 

^Item, paid to John Stutt, the queen's tailor, by the king's war- 
rant, dated 12th April, Anno 32, for certain apparel by him bought 
and made for Margaret Pole, late Countess of Salisbury, as appeaxeth 
by a bill in full payment of the same warrant the sum of 112. 16«. iitL^ 
—Account-Book of Henry VIILy Arundel MS, 97yfil, 185. 

^ Item, to Sir Edmund Walsingham, Knight, lieutenant of th« 
Tower of London, by the king's warrant, for the board wages of a 
woman attending upon the late Countess of Sarum, within tiie said 
Tower, by the space of 83 weeks, at ISd, per week, 6/. 4«. Zd. And 
for her charges for one year and a half, 60s. ; and for the provision 
of other necessaries for the said late Countess, 66<. Qd, in full pay- 
ment of the same warrant, 12/. Us. 9d:* — Ibid. foL 186. 

^ The diet of Margaret Pole, Henry Courtney, and Henry Pole^ fbr 
two months, from March 31st, 32^, (1541) to May 22nd, 33«, (1541) 
cost 26/. 13#. AdJ'—Ibid. fol. 188. 

i> Singer's Edit, of Cavendish's Wolsey, vol. ii. p. 45. 
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Of the blood royal lineally descended. 

Yet by cmel Fortune at mischief she ended. 

COUNTBSS OF SaUBBUBT. 

This matron her plaint began in thir wise : 
Alas I (quoth she) age hath no more assurance 
Of Fortune's seyerity, whom she doth despise, 
Than hath lusty youth ; all hangeth in her balance^ 
Disposing as she will to favour or to mischance ; 
Which I have felt, as well the one as the other. 
Although I was the daughter of a king's brother. 

' Leading thus my life according to mine estate, 
I was the more esteemed for my grave dsmeanonry 
I banished always the eause of not and debate 
Oat of my hall, my diamber, and my bewer, 
With whoB I had nona acquaintance day nor hoar ; 
So thai my soTeceigBT for my sad dii^osiiion, 
Assigned me the gv^ezDance and pnadent dkectioa 

Of his only daughter, then princess of thn bnd. 

Of feminine virtves the very sovereign flower ; 

The care then d whom I gladly took m hand. 

To govern and rule, as lady governor 

Of that sweet lady, I did my best endesnmr, 

For whom God I did beseeeb and pray 

That he wouM preserve her long and many a chty. 

Yet, at the last, for all my sober life, 

The chance of fortune I could nowise resist^ 

Whose cruelty mine honour cruelly did deprive. 

And gave me an overthrow or ever I it wist ; 

With a frowning countenance she struck at me her fist. 

As though she had said, in words express, — 

Thou shalt not escape this hand of cruehiess. 

I saw no remedy ; for death with his maee 
Ghive me efaed^-mate : led to execution, 
There booted no excuse, I could find no graee, 
T was condemned without examination ; 
Ot the Plantagenets last of that generation, 
Wfaicli.bare that name of old and noble fame, 
Some time esteemed, and now in worldly shame. 
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LETTER XLIIL 

Elizabeth^ Duchess of Norfolk^ to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. 1539. 

[MISCBLL. letters^ 1st SEBIES, TOL. TJII. NO. 154. STATE PAPEB 

OFFICE. Original.'] 

*«* The Duke of Norfolk \vas greatly embarrassed how to deal 
\viih his wife, and where to find a fitting asylum for her. At one 
time, when on the eve of a journey, he thus wrote to Cromwell, 
« Furthermore, my lord, I require you by your wisdom to find the 
means my wife may sojourn in some honest place, and I shall help 
her with some other better living if she so do— and surely if she do 
not, and continue in her most false and abominable lies and obstinacy 
against me, if God bring me home again, I shall not fail, unless 
the king's highness command me the contrary, to lock her up. For 
I think the apparent false lies were never contrived by a wife of her 
husband that she doth daily increase of me."* 

He had made another fruitless attempt to obtain for her an asylum 
with her brother Stafford, an arrangement referred to by her in 
the following letter— but Stafford had declined the perilous charge 
in the following curious epistle : — 

** Please it your grace to understand that this day I received your 
letter, whereby I perceive your grace's desire again concerning the 
taking of my lady your wife into my house. My lord, I had trusted 
that in my last letter I had laid such considerations to your grace, 
that you would never have required me more in that behalf, but 
now I perceive you would constrain me to speak further than I 
thought to have done, or else I must grant that that should be my 
utter undoing— which is to put your grace in remembrance of her 
accustomed wild language, which lieth not in my power to stop, 
whereby so great danger might ensue to me and all mine, though I 
never deserved it. Wherefore, I beseech your grace to pardon m^ 
though I think unkindness in your grace to desire that wherein your 
grace is assured by long experience, I can do no good, bat pat me 

> Miscellaneous Letters, Ist series^ vol. vii. fol. 44. State Paper 
Office. 
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and mine in gre at jeopardy, as knows our Lord, who preserve your 
grace in honour, and send my lady a better mind. 

'^ At my poor house besides Stafford, the 13th day of May. 
" Your grace's, to do you 

service or pleasure, 
" To the Duke of Norfolk's " Henbt Stafford.s 

good grace, this be delivered." 

This proposition of a residence with Lord Stafford is alluded to by 
the duchess in the following letter. 



My very good lord, 

In my most loving wise that my heart can think, I 
recommend me unto you. The cause of my writing 
to your good lordship at this time is such : I had a 
priest in my house, the which was put to my service 
by Mistress Daniell, which was my old lady of Nor- 
folk's gentlewoman, and I have put away one of my 
servants for his ill rule, three days afore the first 
Sunday of Lent ; and my priest, Sir William, I sent 
him to the town upon my message, and when he 
came again to do me his message, then it fortuned I 
asked him, whether he would fast this Lent, and he 
answered me again, and said he had fasted this Lent 
ever since he was fourteen years of age; and now 
he would not fast this Lent, till he did see a new 
world. And I rebuked him for it, and asked him 
what he meant by that new world. Then he said 
he meant another way; and with that went his 
way, as Abram and Parker, my servants, can show 
your good lordship ; the which I pray you heart- 
fully give credence to them both, for they were 
by and heard the matter as well as I. Then I sent 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 1st series, vol. iii. foL 100. 
VOL. III. F 
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for the archdeacon of St. Albans,^ and Mr. Rowlett, 
and commanded him to the gaol. And here I have 
sent to your lordship, by the bearers hereof, a look 
that I had by chance, which book is of juggling, the 
which he hath kept these three years, by hig own 
confession, as my servant, Parker, can shew your 
lordship how I came by it, the which is too long to 
write to trouble your lordship withal. And I sent 
to Mr. Rowlett, to examine him in the gaol ; and sent 
for Mr. Conyngesby, because he was a justioe of 
peace of that shire, to have the examination of him : 
what he meant by the new world, and for what intent 
he kept that book, uncomely for any priest to have ; 
and he could make them hut a small answer. And so 
the justices of peace counselled me to send him to 
your lordship, and so I was minded. Befof e this time, 
I made him to be examined whether he would confess 
any more^ Since he was in the gaol, he hath written 
a letter with his own hand, as Mr. Conyngesby can 
«hew you. I pray your good lordship to give credenoe 
to both my servants. I pray your lordship to take 
no displeasure with my mde writing, for I have no 
counsel but myself in writing of my letter. I have 
written to you every thing of this matter ; and so I 
pray your good lordship so to accept it. 

I pray you shew my husband the last letter that I 
sent to you, and to write me an answer, whereto I 
shall trust. He sent me a word by Master Rowlett, 
since I send your lordship the letter, that he wonld 
have me to sojourn *> with my brother Stafford, or my 

* Probably Wiliiam East. *> Suggeyng in orig. 
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Lord Hufisey. I would not be in my Lord Gray's 
house, of all the houses that I know, an I were dis- 
posed to sojourn, as I am not. My lord my husband 
have sent to me two years ago, by Mr. Rowlett, that 
I would not do. I knew wherefore my lord my 
husband would have me sojourn, to keep me barer 
than I am. He thinks, then, that I should sojourn, 
which intent. is to bring me to his purpose, and rule 
me ; as I am sure they shall not do, as long as I 
offend not the king's good grace in word nor deed. I 
am of age to rule myself, as I have done these five 
years, since my lord my husband put me away. 
Seeing that my lord my husband reckoned me to 
be so unreasonable, it were better that I kept me 
away, and keep my own house still, and trouble no 
other body, as I am sure I should so. And so I pray 
your lordship tell him so. I know well at length, 
when I have sojourned awhile, then he will be angry 
with them. If they cannot bring their purpose about, 
he would hate them as much as I have known my 
lord my husband hath done other that hath both 
spoken and written in his cause, though I would not 
follow it ; and that he said' that they had given me 
ill counsel. But I have letters to shew contrary^ 
Therefore I pray you, my lord, take no displeasure 
with me, although I have not followed your lordship's 
good counsel, and your letters, as touching my lord 
my husband for to come home again, which I will 
never do during my life. No more unto your lordship 
at this time; but Jesu send you health and long life, 
and as much honour as I would have myself. 
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Written at Redborne, the 3rd day of March. 
My lord, one special cause which I had forgotten, 
which put me most in dread, that my priest did say 
before my servants, when I had taken the book of 
juggling from him : he said he would not for nothing 
it should be known from whence* the book did come. 
By your most bounden during my life, 

E. Norfolk. 

To xnjr especial good lord, 
Lord of Privy Seal, this 
letter be delivered with 
all speed. 

Endorsed 

'*Ao.xxx°»o 
« The Duchess of Norfolk.'*'' 



LETTER XLIV.^ 

Anne^ Lady Confers, to Lord CromwelL a.d. 1539. 

[cotton, us., VESPASIAN, P. XIII. AET. 175, FOL. 159. Original J\ 

♦i^* Lady Conyers was the daughter of Thomas Lord Dacres, of 
the north ,« and the widow of Christopher Lord Conyers, who died in 
the year 1538.<^ Her brother William Lord Dacres wrote to Lord 

* Thence in orig. 

^ The last letter in this series addressed to Cromwell is in the 
Cottonian MS., Titus, B. I. fol. 383, and is dated January 29, 1540, 
hut it is principally a repetition of those here given. 

<^ Dugdale calls her the daughter of William Lord Dacres, hut he 
could not have a daughter nearly so old, besides which, in the letter 
named below, he distinctly speaks of her as his sister, 

^ William Cholmley writing to Richard Cromwell, on Monday, 
Sept. 16th, this year, requests leave from Lord Cromwell for Lord 
Conyers to come to town to consult the physicians about a severe 
quartan ague with which he was attacked.— Miscell. Letters, 3rd 
series, vol. ii. fol. 67. 
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Cromwell on the 3rd of February, 1539, entreating him to befriend 
his poor sister, the Lady Conyers, who was coming up to be a snitor 
for herself and her children, since without aid she could not bring 
them up.* 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

I humbly recommend me unto your good lordship 
with such Uke and most hearty thanks unto the same^ 
as well for your manifold gratuities and goodness in 
sundry wise shewed to this bearer my son as for your 
kind and comfortable letters lately by your servant 
Thomas Baffurth, addressed to me a poor and deso* 
late widow, by the contents*' whereof I do perceive 
that the king's most gracious majesty hath conmiitted 
the order and governance of my said son and his 
inheritance during his minority unto your lordship ; 
the which (is) surely much to my rejoice and comfort, 
having assured hope and confidence that, according to 
your accustomed inclination to pity and justice, you 
vrill favourably consider the good and rightful titles 
and interests of me and my poor younger children> 
whom my lord and late husband, whose soul almighty 
Jesu accept to his infinite mercy, hath as the execu- 
tors of his last will and testament charged with great 
debts, amounting unto as much or more than all his 
goods, specialties, and other moveables will discharge; 
the which insufficiency of his goods^ in respect of his 
debts, and also his two daughters and a younger son*^ 

* Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol ix. fol. 13. State Paper Office. 
^ Contynue in orig. 

^ Elizabeth, afterwards married to Greorge Place, Esq., of Walnaley ; 
Mary, to Sir Marmaduke Constable ; and Leonard, who died young. 
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Aot being provided for or advanced to any surety of 
living by marriages or other policies, my said lord 
and late husband, foreseeing and considering three 
years past before his death in his communications, 
articles, ^iid covenants of the marriage of his son and 
heir with my lord of Cumberland**s daughter^ did 
^ways reserve liberty to order and direct the profits 
of a parcel of his inheritance, to supply the lack of his 
said goods and substance, for the purposes aforesaid, 
according whereunto, by deliberate advice of his 
friends, he made and executed certain assurance of 
pafcill of his inheritance without cunning, collusion, or 
any other occasion, save only his urgent necessities, 
the copies of all which his deeds and doings, with the 
true value both of his hereditaments and also of his 
goods and chattels, I have sent unto your lordship, 
of intent (that) as well his acts as his intent therein 
may be apparent unto you, most humbly beseeching 
your good lordship of your lawful favour and further- 
ance in these premises, and farther that it will please 
your good lordship that I may be your farmer of my 
said son s lands, if it may like you, for the upholding 
of his houses and safeguard of his game, giving as 
much therefor as any other will, and finding sufficient 
siu*ety for the same at your lordship's pleasiure. And 
also in the assignment of my poor living or dower, 
the which I am not able otherwise to recompense 
but with my continual prayers, whereof your lord- 
ship shall always be assured ; as knoweth the Holy 
Trinity, who send your good lordship long and 
prosperous continuance with much increase of 
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honour. From the castle of Skelton this 10th day 
of July, 

By your most bounden, 

Anne Conters. 



LETTER XLV. 

Arine^ Lady Conyers^ to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1539. 

[MISCELL. letters, 2nd series, vol. VII. POL. 13. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original,'] 

Right honourable, and my most especial good lord, 

I humbly require your good lordship to have in 
your lordship's piteous remembrances the poverty and 
great necessity of me and my children, who, since the 
death of my lord and husband, whose soul God 
pardon, have had nothing to live upon, but as we 
have borrowed amongst our poor friends, and daily 
sundry of the creditors of my said lord my husband 
calls upon me for such debts as he was indebted unto 
them ; the which I shall never be able to pay, unless 
I may be therein relieved and holpen by the profits of 
such of my said husband'*s lands as he devised and 
assigned to that purpose, and for the preferment of 
his children. Most humbly beseeching your good 
lordship, having the premises in your piteous consider- 
ation, to direct unto me your lordship's charitabte 
order, as well in the assignment of my dower and 
living, as for the relief of my said poor children, and 
the payment of my said husband's debts, and not to 



104 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

be displeased with me for my incessant clamour and 

suits to your lordship for the obtaining of the same. 

For surely, my lord, extreme poverty and necessity 

constrains me thereunto ; as knows our Lord God, 

who send your good lordship long and prosperous 

continuance in much honour. 

From Skelton, the 17th day of October. 

Your most bounden poor beadwoman, 

Anne Conyers. 

To the Right Honourable my 
most singular good lord my 
Lord Privy Seal, this be 
delivered. 



LETTER XLVL 



Margaret^ Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LETTEBS, 2nd series, vol. IX. NO. 26. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Ort^tna/.] 

*«• The date of the following letter seems to be 1539. On the 
10th of July, 1538, the young Marquis of Dorset, having just come 
of age, was put into possession of all his lands.* The son, over 
whose interests the marchioness had so tenderly watched, ill repaid 
her cares when he arrived at years of maturity, and was continually 
endeavouring to wrest from her the jointure left her by her husband, 
and even her household furniture, when her old age and sickness 
should have entitled her to a large share of filial respect and 
deference. 



My very good lord, 

After my right hearty recommendations to your 
good lordship remembered. "Where I lately received 

• Repert. Originalia, 30 Henry VIII. Addit. MS. 6365, fol. 75. 
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your loving and gentle letter concerning a reasonable 
end to be made by the lord chancellor and your 
lordship between my son Marquis and me ; my lord, 
notwithstanding that I know no such variance between 
him and me, but that we might end the same among 
ourselves, without troubling any other between us, 
yet undoubtedly I am no less glad to have our 
matters ended by the said lord chancellor and your 
lordship than my said son is^ and especially by your 
lordship, who hath always borne so good heart 
towards my lord my late husband, whose soul Jesu 
pardon, that I doubt not you do now the same 
towards all his children indifferently. Which is right 
well approved by your goodness now shewed to my 
son Thomas^ for whom I most heartily thank your 
lordship ; heartily requiring you to continue good 
lord and master unto him, and to call sharply on him 
for his diligent service towards you ; whereby your 
lordship shall do him more good than that little 
living left unto him by my lord his father shall 
be worth. 

My lord, there goeth many untrue and light 
reports of my unnatural and unkind dealing towards 
my son Marquis, much to my slander and rebuke, 
which trouble me not a little, considering how good 
mother I have always been towards him in heart and 
deed, and what pain and trouble I have sustained, 
and what bonds I have brought my friends into, 
since the death of my good lord his father, only for 
his commodity and wealth. Wherein I have this 
only comfort, that I know well neither your lordship, 
T 2 
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nor any other of iny lords of the kmg^s council, of your 
great wisdom, will give credit to any such lewd and 
false reports, till you have heard the answer thereof. 
Of truth, my lord, I never reckoned that little portion 
which my son Marquis, by the order of the laws of 
the realm, shall now enjoy, to be meet or sufficient 
to maintain his estate : wherefore I have always been, 
and am at this present, contented to enlarge it with 
such part of the lands liable to the last will of my 
said lord my late husband, as the lord chancellor 
and your lordship shall think convenient, reserving 
always to myself my jointure and dower ; whereof I 
doubt not your lordships of your honours will in no 
wise minish or abate any part from me. And as 
touching the valuations of my son Marquis^ lands, I 
know not but he hath as much thereof as I can help 
him unto. I have at this time sent unto my son 
Medley to make good search for such things as may 
do my said son Marquis any pleasure in the suit of 
his livery; and have also commanded my said son 
Medley to attend on your lordship with my counsel 
for the knowledge of your farther pleasure in these 
matters ; heartily beseeching you, my good lord, to 
give farther credence to my son Medley, this bearer, 
trusting verily that there shall be nothing determined 
in these things without mine assent thereto; beseeek- 
ing you, my lord, to be good lord unto me, a poor 
widow, in these matters, and in all other that I shall 
have to do with your lordship, as you have been 
always. As ktnoweth Alpoighty God, who send your 
good loidship good life ami long, to his pleasure* 
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Written at Sir Richard Cfement's Moat^ in Kent, the 
8th day of February. 

Your lordship'*^ assured daring my life, 

Margaret DoiunsT. 

To my very good lord, 
my Lord of the Privy 
Seal. 



LETTER XLVII. 

Margaret^ Marchioness Dowoffer of Dorset, to Lord 
Cromwell. Sth March, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LETTERS, 2ND SERIES, VOL. IX. NO. 31. STTATB PAP8B OFFICE. 

Originai.] 

My very good lord, 

It may please you to be advertised that where it 
pleased your lordship to write for my son Marquis to 
come up for the determination of mine accompt, 
remaining yet undiscussed ; I heartily beseech you, 
ray lord, if it may so stand with your pleasure, to 
take some good order between him and me now 
at this time; and if so be that, for the great and 
weighty causes of the king's highness, your lordship 
cannot at this time be at leisure to have the hearing 
and to determine an end between us, my humble 
request is to you, my good lord, that the revenues of 
those lands which be liable to the wills of my late 
lord my husband, and my lady Cecil, my lord's 
mother, be no longer received by my scm Marquis ; 
for he payeth no debts, neither to the king's highnesd 
nor no other. And every term I am importunately 
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called upon for them. Wherein I beseech your lord- 
ship to be good lord to me, a poor widow, that now, 
in my old age, I may live in some rest and quietness, 
which I am sure never to come to but through your 
lordship'^s only help ; beseeching your lordship to give 
farther credence to this bearer ; for if I were in case 
able to ride or go, I would have given attendance 
upon you myself, but unfeignedly, my lord, I am so 
troubled divers ways I am not able to endure the 
pain of any labour. As knoweth Almighty God, who 
send your lordship good life and long, to his pleasure. 
— At Christchurch, my lord chancellor'*s house in 
London, the 8th day of March. 

Your lordship's assured to my power, 

Margaret Dorset.^ 
To my very good lord, my 
Lord of the Privy Seal, 
be this given. 



LETTER XLVIII. 



Margaret, Marchioness Dowager of Dorset, to Lord 

Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 
[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ART. 136, F. 121. Holograph,] 

In the honour of our Lord''s passion, my lord, I 
beseech you to be my good lord, and consider me, 

*■ Oa the 18th of April, probably this same year, the marchi- 
oness wrote again to Cromwell from the Lord Chancellor's house, 
stating that without his help, it would be impossible for her to 
comply with the Chancellor's requests, even in furnishing the first 
payment required from her. Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, 
vol. X. fol. 25. 
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a poor widow, how unkindly and extremely I am 
handled by my son Marquiis, that I cannot be suffered 
to have mine own stuff out of mine own house. I 
think there is few mothers alive so handled by their 
children : wherefore I beseech you, my very good lord, 
for the love of God, cause my son to send down his 
letter to his servants that I may have]my said stuff 
delivered; for there lies all this while my servants 
and their men, with their carts and horses, which 
stands me in no little money. And much it will be 
to my rebuke and shame, if they should come and 
leave that behind them that they were sent for. My 
lord, if I had a loving child and a good obedient child 
of my son Marquis, as I have even clean the contrary, 
he would not strive with me for my stuff, nor nothing 
else that of right I ought to have, considering my 
years and sickness, with continual aches and pains. 
I know that he knows full well I have whereby it 
may well be perceived, that my time cannot be long 
to keep him from that thing that he ought to have — 
wherefore I eftsoons beseech you, my good lord, help 
me to this letter, with all the speed that may be, for 
their long tarrying there hinders me sore. My lord, 
I beseech you let me have justice at your hand, as 
you be a nobleman and a knight of the garter, so help 
me in my rights, and defend me, a poor widow, 
against all them that would do me wrong, as your 
lordship is bounden by that noble order of the garter 
that you have received. My lord, I beseech you 
of pardon, how boldly or rudely soever I have written 
to you, for I assure you, my lord, this unkind hand- 
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lii^ of my 8€fii Marqnis tronMes me so^ that ahnost I 
wit never what I do nor what I say; but ever I pray 
you, my lord, help me that I take not this open 
rebuke and shame in the country at my son'^s hand. 
And thus I take my leave of you, my- very good lord, 
praying Almighty God to send your lordship good 
life and long. 

By your own assured to my power, 

Mabgabei Dohset. 



LETTER XLIX. 
Elizabeth, Lady Carew^ to Lord Cromwell. a.dI 1539. 

[hiscelu letters. 2nd series, vol. y. no. 142. state paper 
OFFICE. Oriffinal.'] 

•^^"^ The Lady Carew was the daughter oi Sir Francis and Lady 
Bryan, and the wife of Sir Nicholas Carew/ who long stood high in 
faronr with Henry VIII.^ and also with Qneen Anne Boleyn, to 
whom he was related by their mutoal descent from Lord Hoc ; bat, 
being accused and found guilty of joining in the conspiracy of the 
Marquis of Exeter, he was attainted by Act of Parliament and 
lieheaded on Tower-hill, March 3rd, 1539. Although he had ever 
been a zealous Papist, yet on his death, he exhorted the pec^le to 
read the Scriptures, decUring his belief that the just judgments of 
God were thus inflicted upon him for his former hatred to the 
go^el. 

His property having of course been all confiscated, his four children 
were left to inherit nothing save a blighted name, and his widow 
without any possibility of providmg for them. These circmmCmees 
gave rise to the two following letters from herself and her mMua, 



In the most hmnblest wise I beseech youv IbrfiUiip 
to be good lord to me and my poor children, to be a 
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mediator unto the king's grace for me, for my living 
and my children's; and that your lordship would 
speak to his grace, that I may enjoy that which his 
grace gave me, which is Bletohingly and Wallington, 
trusting that his grace will not give it from me. And 
I humbly desire your good lordship to speak a good 
word to his grace for me, that I may enjoy it accord- 
ing to his grace's grant. And, to advertise your lord- 
ship, I have but twenty pounds more of my husband's 
lands, which is a small jointure ; and if he had not 
offended the king's grace and his laws, I should have 
had an honest Uving, which should have been the 
third part of his lands ; but now I cannot claim that, 
by reason that he is attainted. I trust his grace will 
be good to me and my poor children, to reward me 
with some part of it. Also, I humbly pray your 
good lordship to speak to his grace to give me the 
lands in Sussex, which is in value six score pound 
and ten, to that that I have by his grace and my 
husband, altogether araounteth a little above three 
hundred marks, >the which I ensure your lordship I 
cannot live honestly under. All that I have had in 
my life hath been of his grace, and I trust that his 
grace will not see me lack ; but whatsoever his grace 
or your lordship shall appoint me, I both must and 
will be content. I pray your lordship not to be mis* 
content with me for this my bold. writing, to put your 
lordship to so great trouble and pains. 'And for your 
lordship's aid^ fadp, and furtherance in this my suit, 
you bind me and my children to pray for your lord- 
ship, and to have our poor hearts and services during 
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our lives. And thus the Holy Ghost have you in his 
keeping, and send you long prosperous life. 

Written at Wallington, the 11th day of March, 
By your poor beadwoman, 

Elizabeth Cabew. 
To the Bight Honourable and 
her especial and smgular 
good lord, the Lord Privy 
Seal. 

Endorsed 

« Ao. xxxo. 
" The Lady Garew, Sir Nicholas Garew's 
lady for the relief of her children.** 



LETTER L. 
Margaret^ Lady Bryan^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1589. 

[miscell. letters, 1st series, vol. XII. no, 125. state paper 
OFFICE. Holograph,"} ^ 

Jesus. 
Pleaseth your lordship to understand that, blessed 
be Jesu, my lord prince's grace is in good health and 
merry, as would to God the king'^s grace and your 
lordship had seen him yesternight ; for his grace was 
marvellous pleasantly disposed. The minstrels played, 
and his grace danced and played so wantonly that he 
could not stand still, and was as full of pretty toys as 
ever I saw child in my life ; as Master Chamberlain 
and my lady his wife can shew your lordship when 
they speak with you, whom I assure your lordship 
giveth as good and diligent attendance as is possible. 
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My lordi I most humbly thank your good lord- 
ship for the great goodness you shew upon my poor 
daughter Carew, which bindeth me to owe you my 
true heart and faithful service while I live. She send- 
eth me word that it is the king'*s pleasure she shall 
have lands in Sussex, which is to the value of six 
score pounds, and somewhat above, which I heartily^ 
thank his grace and your lordship for ; but, good my 
lord, there is never a house on it that she can lie in. 
Wherefore, an it would please the king's grace, of his 
most gracious and charitable goodness, to let her 
have that his grace hath appointed now, and Ble- 
chingly, which his grace gave her without desiring of 
her part, which grieveth her sore to forego it. And 
if it will please his grace to let her have those two> 
to her and to her heirs males, she shall be the most 
bound to his grace that ever was woman ; for then 
I trust she shall be able to live and pray for the pros- 
perous life of his grace and all his, and you, my good 
lord, and somewhat to comfort her poor children 
withali which hath no succour but of the king'*s grace 
and you, my good lord, most tenderly beseeching 
your good lordship of your goodness now to comfort 
two troubled hearts; for, my lord, unfeignedly you 
have, and shall have our true prayers and hearty 
service during our lives. Alas ! my lord, nothing 
have I to comfort her withal, as your lordship knoweth 
what case I am in, but only to sue to your lordship 
for her and hers, which I, being her mother, and she 
being so kind a child to me as she hath been, I cannot 
for pity do no less. My lord, next the king's grace, 
in your lordship is all our trust, or else I durst not 
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be SO bold to trouble you with these iiiatt<ers ; be- 
seeching you, my good lord, take no displeasure with 
me that I so do. I assure your lordship she liveth 
not (that) can worse help herself, than she can ; she 
hath not been used to strait living; and if (she) 
should now begin, I shall soon be rid of her, which 
would sore grieve me now in my old daya; for she 
hath been a kind child to me in all my troubles, and 
glad I would be to comfort her, if it lie in my power. 
Beseeching JesQ, that all my trust is in, to put it in 
the king's grace's mind to pity her and her poor diit 
dren ; trusting to Jesu, through the help of your 
good 4ordship, his grace will grant her this desire. 
My lord, I fear me the king'^s grace will think that 
she hath no mind to sue to his grace, nor I neither. 
My lord, I would fain write to his grace for her, but I 
will do nothing without your advice, and that I may 
know is your pleasure and advice, that will I do un- 
feignedly. I assure you, ray lord, her only trust is 
that the king's grace will be good lord to her ; be- 
seeching you, my lord, to have my pitiful deore in 
your hearty remembrance ; praying Jesu send your 
lordship as much hearty joy and comfort as your 
Aoble heart can desire. 

From Hunsdon, with the ill hand of 

Your true beadworaan and faithful servant, 

Maroarkt Brtait. 

^o the Right Noble and my very singular 
good lord, my Lord Prcry Seal's good 
lardship, be this delivered. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES* 115 



LETTER LI. 

Elinor^ Countess of Rutland^ to Lady Lisle, 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[USUI FAPBBSy YOL. XIII. MO. 84. 8TATE PAPBK OFFICK. OrtginoL 

Mutilated by damp,'] 

BigM honourable and my singular good lady. 

In our most hearty manner my lord and I have us 
recommended unto your good ladyship, signifying the 
same that I have received your kind letters with my 
stuff which you had at Calais/ by the hands of your 
servant this bearer. And, good madam, if I can or 
may do you any pleasure hereafter in such like or 
semblable pleasure or otherwise, I assure you you 
shall be well assured thereof at all times, and so I 
pray you to trust in me accordingly. Also I have 
received from your good ladyship two tuns of wine 
and two barrels of herrings : wherein you have done 
unto me right singular pleasure ; for I could have 
none good in these parts for any money. Wherefore 
I beseech your good ladyship to send me word, by the 
first that Cometh, of the prices thereof, that I may 
pay you therefor ; for, good madam, I must be bold 
unto you hereafter to put you to pain to help me for 
my money in like case, or else I can [not tell] how to 
be holpen in such things. [Notwithstanding if ] you 
will not send me the prices that I may pay you, 
then I cannot nor will not be bold upon you to put 
you to pain hereafter. Mistress Catherine, your 
* Lent for the christening of Lady Lisle's hoped-for son. 
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daughter, is in good health, who I assure you is of 
gentle demeanour, and well doth use herself in every 
thing, much to your comfort. As knoweth our Lord 
who ever have your good ladyship in his blessed 
keeping. Written at Enfield the 24th day of January. 
Madam, my lord and I both beseech you to have us 
in our heartiest maimer recommended unto my good 
lord your husband, and in like manner unto my 
good Lady Clinton. 

By yours ever to her power, 

Elinor Rutland. 

Madam, whereas my lord spake unto your servant 
Corbet to move my lord your husband that, when any 
room fell void within Calais, that my lord might have 
it for a servant of his ; wherein I beseech your good 
ladyship to have the same in your good remembrance 
that by your good means my lord may have the same 
when any such next falleth : wherein you shall do my 
lord right singular pleasure and me both. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lady my 
Lady Lisle, her good ladyship. 



LETTER LIL 

Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1589. 

[lisle papers, tol. I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OrigmoL] 

*«* It has already been observed that Catherine Bassety on her 
arrival in England, was received by Lady Rutland, who was then in 
attendance upon Queen Jane Seymour^ and that, on the death of that 
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queen, she received her into her own house, until some opeiiing for her 
promotion should occur. Of this reception, the following notice 
occurs in a letter addressed to Lady Lisle by one of her English cor- 
respondents/ dated London, Nov. 10th. 

^ The cause of my writing your ladyship is to certify you that, at 
the sight of my lord's letter to my lord of Rutland, and your letter to 
my lady, and when Ishewedmylady of Rutland what promise she made 
unto me the last year, then she was contented to take Mrs. Catherine 
and said she should be no worse unto her than if she were her own. 
My lady of Rutland have conmianded me to tarry and to come back 
again to Hampton Ck)urt, and so to wait upon Mistress Catherine and 
to bring her to her house, for because she hath but a few servants 
there. My lady herself, and all the ladies must ride to Windsor to 
the burial (of Jane Seymour), and so from thence to come to London. 
She would have taken Mistress Catherine with her, but that she had 
no mourning gown." 

Catherine sometimes resided in town, and sometimes at Belvoir, 
the country seat of the Earl of Rutland, always accompanying her 
patroness, who became much attached to her,^ and took a maternal 
interest in all her arrangements. Of this, and of Catherine's good 
behaviour, the following extract from a letter written on October 
14th, 1538, afifords proof.<: After speaking of the efforts made for 
her preferment, Husee adds, '^ My Lady Rutland will in no wise 
have her a satin gown, but only a gown of tawney chamlet, with 
velvet of the same colour turned up, and a kirtle of white taffeta, 
a pair of sleeves of white satin, a frontlet of crimson velvet 
lined with crimson satin, an ouch of gold for her collar and 
sleeves, and a French-white partlet, the which she shall have against 
Christmas. I have delivered her an angel besides the half-angel your 
ladyship sent^ her, for she made her moan unto me, so that if she 
would had more I would have delivered it her. I assure your 
ladyship she behaveth herself very well, and is beloved of young and 
old. Farther, she willed me to know your ladyship's pleasure, what 
new year's gifts she shall give my Lady Rutland, and also what 
other things she shall give the gentlewomen and others in the house.'^ 

In the spring of 1539, Catherine attended the daughter of her 
patroness, the Lady Gertrude Manners, on her marriage with George, 
Lord Talbot, son and heir of Francis, Earl of Shrewsbury, which 

» Edward Corbet, Lisle Papers, vol. x, art. 77. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. xL art. 41, 61. 
<= Ibid. art. 43. 
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took place on Taeedaj, April ^29ih. Her bridemidd robes on tins 
occaaion were of white damaak and carnation Tolvet.* 

About this time, a match was in agitation for Catherine henelf. 
Sir Edward Baynton was, like a prudent father, making prirate 
inquiries of Husee, as to the probable amount of Catherine's fortune, 
with a view of marrying her to his son and heir, who would ulti- 
mately have a fortune of 1,000 marks a year. This Husee imparted 
under ** benediciie,** that is with the secrecy of confessional, to Lady 
Lisle,^ informing her that he had replied that he thought her fortune 
would be 300 marks, but hoping Lady Lisle would make it up 500, 
in which case, he thought the marriage could be accomplished. One 
hundred marks was the portion assigned to his daughter by Sir John 
Basset, and, probably, Lady Lisle was, unable so far to advance upon 
it as to pay the stipulated sum, for the marriage did not take 
place. 

Lady Rutland, who was about to retire from town again, in prepa- 
ration for her expected accouchement^ wrote an earnest letter to Lady 
Lisle, intreating her to permit Catherine, who was, she assured her^ 
** an honest gentlewoman whom every body liked," to go with her to 
Belvoir.<^ This request was complied with ; and from Belvoir, 
Catherine wrote the following letter. 



Jesus. 
Madam, 

After my most humble manner, my duty done to 

your ladyship, I desire you of your daily bleeeing, 

very glad to hear that your ladyship is in good health. 

Madam, as for news here there is none, but that my 

lady is brought to bed, and delivered of a daughter, 

whose name is my Lady Catherine, after the Duchiess 

of Suffolk. And I have been very desirous to hear 

* Lisle Papers, art. 61, 62. The date of the marriage is ascertained 
by the mention of the creation of liord Russell and Sir W. Kingston 
as Knights of the Garter ; which took place on April 23rd, 1539. 
—Ibid. art. 84. 

^ Ibid, vol. xii. fol 46. 

« Ibid. vol. xiii. art, 83. 
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from your ladyship, tltinkhig it very long rince I heard 
from your ladyship ; but that now Mr. Hall came 
thk way and informed me how that your ladyship was 
• in good health, which was to my singuhir comfort ; 
but my trust is that my lord and lady will come about 
Michaelmas or soon after, to London, at what time I 
trust more often to hear from your ladyship ; beseech- 
ing your ladyship I may be humbly commended to my 
lord. And thus our Lord have you in his keeping. 
Written the 24th day of July from Belvoir Castle, 
From your humble daughter, 

Catherine Basset. 
To my Bight Honourable 

lady and mother, my 

Lady Lisle, be this de. 

livered. 



LETTER LIII. 

Honor^ Viscountess Lisk^ to tlie Earl of Hertford. 
A.J>. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LBTTEBS, 3bD SBRIBS, vol. III. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,'\ 

*«* When Lady Rutland was leaving town. Lady Lisle. wished 
to arrange for the transfer of Catherine from her guardmnabip 
to that of the Countess of Hertford ; but she was dissuaded from 
this scheme by the request of Lord and Lady Rutland to be per- 
mitted to Iceep Catherine, and also by the earnestly ex pres s ed 
wishes of iiie young lady herself to be allowed to remain where 
she was; one reason for her preference being that, should^she 
enter the service of Lady Hertford, she knew that lady would 
treat her merely as one of her own women, whereas Lady Rutland 
placed her in a higher position, as the daughter of a friend.* Lady 

• Husee to Lady Lisle, vol. iv. art. 62. 
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Lisle therefore wrote the followii^g letter, expressing the diange 
in her views. The bird mentioned was one sent by her as a 
present to the earl, but which, through the carelessness of his 
servants, had been destroyed by a cat.* Lord Hertford answered 
the present letter on the 28th of May, saying, how gladly he and. 
his wife would have received Catherine, acknowledging the receipt of 
the bird, and congratulating her ladyship on the birth of Lady 
Frances Basset's child.^ 



My very good lord, 

In my right hearty manner I commend me unto 
your lordship and my good lady your wife, thanking 
you for your gentle letter unto me sent, whereby I 
perceive your lordship^s goodness towards me and my 
daughter, in that it would please you to accept her 
into your house ; for the which I do thank jrour lord- 
ship, and acknowledge myself no less bound unto you 
than if she had waited on my lady your wife. Never- 
theless my lord of Rutland and my lady have by their 
letters desired that she may continue with them still, 
and even so my said daughter is willing and desirous 
to wait on her ladyship still, wherefore I am very loth 
to take her from thence. Howbeit you and my good 
lady have won my poor heart while I live. My lord, 
I am sorry that the bird which was given you mis- 
chanced ; nevertheless I do send you mine own bird, 
which I know is the best in all this town ; it shall be 
long ere (I) be mistress of such another ; notwith- 
standing I think it in my heart well bestowed ; and 
BO would I not do to never a lord in England, the 
king except. I doubt not but the stool that I gave 
to your lordship is come to you before this time> which 

* Lord Hertford to Lady Lisle, vol xi. art. 19. 
^ Ibid. art. 16. 
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was at the beginning very simple, to stand in your 
house, and now I fear by the carriage it is much 
worse; for the which I am not a little sorry. My 
good lord, if there be any thing in these parts wherein 
I may do your lordship pleasure, I beseech you write 
to me your mind, and I shall right gladly, as much 
as in me may lie, endeavour myself to accomplish the 
same. My lord has him right heartily commended 
unto your lordship and my good lady your wife. My 
lord, if I durst be so bold to desire your lordship to 
make my hearty commendations unto good Mistress 
Stourton, my Lady Page, and Mistress Fitzherbert. 
And thus I bid your good lordship most heartily fare- 
well : beseeching our Lord to send you long life with 
increase of honour. From Calais, the 10th day of 
May, 

By her that shall be glad to do you such pleasure 
as may lie in her power, 

Honor Lisle. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my very good lord the Earl 
of Hertford's good lordship. "^ 



LETTER LIV. 

Felicia Hertford to Lady Lisle, 
[lisle papers, vol. XI. FOL. 18. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original^ 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I humbly commend (me) unto your good ladyship, 

beseeching Almighty God to preserve you with as 
VOL. m. G 
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Bauoh ^ood heaUIi, ]aag life, and iKMotu^ as fear \ 
noble and geatle heart can desiie. 

Madamj I have many thanks £o give yon for the 
manifiJd goodness that I have found in your good 
ladyship when I was y<mv poor ne^bour, lying at 
the Blackfriars in Lcmdon^ for that it did pkase you 
of your goodness to have me often in yiour most 
honourable <)ompany, the which goodness of you hath 
bound me to bear you my faithful heaci imd service, 
that is in my little power, aod to beat ycmr ladyship's 
command^obeat. 

Furthermore, I advertise your ladjrship that I do 
hear say in what case your ladyship is m concernaBg 
the estate o! your body, which I know your ladydiip 
is not so much in comfort as you hoped in God to 
have been. Madam, I trust your great virtue wiH 
put all heaviness from yoiu: heart ; and, though it hath 
thus chanced, your ladyship is not the first, but many 
more before you ; and I myself have been in such case 
as your ladyship is now, and was so two years and 
more, with many great pains and torments ; and yet 
I thank God I am as whole and as well in my body 
as any woman is. If I were with your ladyship, I 
assure you I could advertise your ladyship farther in 
this thing than many other women, and what remedy 
I had for it. Wherefore I beseech your ladyship to 
be of good comfort, and, by my faith, if I wist that 
nay coming to your ladyship might do you any plea* 
sure, I will be at your ladyship's commaDdmont, if ifc 
please your ladyship to send for me, and to iseiMl my 
husband a letter. I know well he will give me leave 
to wait upon your ladyship. 
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And tfattB, Macbn, 1 remain all yours, ^syietg to 
AUgktj <(<jk)d) to kftve yon ia his keepi^^ 
Fnom LoDfkw, tbe l:9tii«iEay <of Dteoember, 

By your as^red a&d f aitlifiil womaoi) ' 

FiBLiciA tfsmrFOv^* 

To the Bigbt HowMrafafe «id 
my singuUr good Lady Lisle, 
ihiBlie^Mivemi. 



LETTER LV. 

Margaret^ Lady GrenmSe^ to Lady Lide^ 
A.B. Tens. 1539« 

[UBLB PAPERS, VOL. X. NO. 109. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OriffiwiLY 

*•* J^Iargaret, Lady GrenviUe, or Grenfyld, aB she signed herself^ 
those names being indifferently nsed, was the wife of Lady Lisle's 
only tiFother, Sir Roger GrenvHle. The alusieiiB, m the present letter, 
to the calanuties impen^g over Lady iUsla are ineaqpttcable, utaB 
we suppose that it was written in 1539, 4ind that >some symptoms of 
the approaching disgrace of Lord Lisle were already discernible. 
This wtm the only laMwtime from which Hofeor is recorded to have 
suffered, excepting occasiOBal ill health, and the frastmtioB of her 
hopes, in reference to the birth of her infant, to neither of which the* 
hmgnage of the present lelter seems applicable. 

Tfa» Liste Papers* aoniam two other affoctiemi^ letten iroift 
Haxgaret Gzenville (to Lady Lsle. 



Jl&BU. 

Bight JbaBoun^e and my good lady, 

As heartily as my poor heart oaa tirink, I re<MM»^ 
mend me unto your ladyship^ desujng Always 4e bear 

• yoU«.Neal)0,lll. 
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of your good welfare. And I received your letter 
by Elizabeth Stekelne, which is your bead woman; 
wherein you write me marvellous things to hear. 
Good madam, take you no thought for nothing 
worldly of this transitory world ; for I trust you have 
love of God. It is a good token, for you have the 
love of the people as much as any woman that ever I 
heard of. Wherefore, good lady, be you joyful in our 
Lord, and no doubt He will send you comfort. Also 
it is a token of the love of God, where He sendeth 
trouble to any person, and specially to them that be 
good. . It is no need to counsel you to take patience. 
Good madam, I am sorry that you should have any 
grief, for I know you of old, for you would none 
trouble to no living creature. I cannot now write 
you all my mind ; wherefore I am sorry. We heard, 
here that my lord and you would come into these 
parts. I and many other would be right glad if it 
might so be ; I pray Jesu send you well into these 
parts. Surely I am your daily beadswoman, and I 
pray as heartily for you as for mine own mother. I 
have sent you with this letter two pair of sleeves, not 
430 fine as I would ; hereafter I trust to provide better 
for you. As for cloth of such breadth as you vrrote 
me for, I can not get none here ; it is made in Bre- 
tagne ; a and if I can get any for you, I will essay and 
do my best in that and in any other thing that may 
lie in me, my life during ; as knoweth our Lord, who 
fiend you as much heart's ease to His pleasure 

^ Brettayxu 
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as your heart can desire, and that is my daily 
prayer. 

Written on Holy Rood even,* by yours, heart and 
body, 

Margaret Grenville. 

For the love of Jesu, good madam, be you merry ; 
that shall make you to live long, and also be great 
gladness to your friends. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lady my Lady 
Lisle, atCalais, this be delivered 
mth speed. 



LETTER LVL 

Maud^ Lady Grenville^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lisle papess, vol. X. NO. 108. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OriginalJ] 

%* Sir Richard Grenville, • Lady Lisle's nephew, was frequently 
in attendance at the court of Henry YIIL, in which he probably 
held some inferior official situation. Both he and his wife were 
anxious to keep up intunacy with a relation so tax raised above them 
in rank as the Viscountess Lisle, and they paid great attentions to 
her daughters, who were in England. Writing to Lord Lisle,^ Sir 
Richard Grenville requests him to inform his lady, ^ that my cousin 
Anne (Basset) was very merry, and that I was so bold to bring her 
to my wife, whose bedfellow she was a four or five nights, while I 
was in the court, but first I went and saw her in her lodgings with 
Mistress Mewtas, who is a very good gentlewoman and sheweth her 
great kindness." 

After my bounden duty to your good ladyship, 
this shall be to advertise you that I have received 

• September 13th. ^ Lisle Papers, vol. iii. art 107. 



126 L£:FT££S of royal and 

jKNur letter w I was with my Lord Russe^ and did 
your recommendation to my husband, and to a^greiA 
number of your ladysUp^B kin, whidi did not a^ little 
rejoice that it would please your good ladyship to 
hare in your remembrance such poor folks as we, 
your poor kin ; and I and my husband, and all our 
kin, hath them humbly recommended nmko yoo, and 
to my good lord, and hath ofteor times druskna to 
you; and I promise you, so hath done my Lord 
Russell and my lady his wife, which did much rejoice 
to hear of my lord and you. Also, I was never so 
gently entertained in my life as I have been with 
him ; and I promise you all our kin would be much' 
joyful an they might hear of your coming into this 
country, if it might stand with your pleasure. And. 
if you were here abiding, my husband would be better/ 
entreated to remain in these parts. Moreover, I 
shall humbly desire your good ladydrip to have^me 
recommended to all my good cousins, my Lady 
Clinton, my Lady Gray, my Lady Caarew, my Lady 
Rendiee, an she be there, with aU other good ladm 
and gentlewomen; and this as your poor woman, 
which doth not a little rejoice of youar kind hM^. 
Thus I bid you fare weM, and shall pray to God to 
increase you in much bonpur. 
Writ at Stow, the last day of August, 
By your assured niece, 

Maud Grenville. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
Buigiilar good lady my Lady 
Lisle, 1>e this delivered with 
speed. 

* Sir Jfofan RoBs^ w«0 OKftted »baron 9th March, tSSf. 
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XETTER LVn. 
Jam, Lady Mmffiey, to Lady Lisk. aok vers. 163d. 

[USUB PAPEBS, VOL. X. NO. 64. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OH^AO/.] 

*«* Sir Edward Ringley seems to have occupied the post of ' 
secretary to Lord L]i3ie,n(>ut for some nnknown reason his wife 
xMiisd principallj in England, tkovgk net withost apprekensjom 
that Lady Banister would^steal away the affections of her abeent 
lord—a punishment she well deserved for the confession that he had 
only the third place in her heart ; the first heing occupied by 
*^ Master Marshall," and the second by Lady Lisle ! 



Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

After all due recommendations, I ha,ye me heartiiy 
reeonxmended unto your good ladyship, evermore 
thanking you of your manifold kindness towards 
me at all times. Madam, pleaseth you to be adrer- 
tised that I received your beads of coral, with a heart 
of gold, which was to me a great comfort, I knowing 
that you loved them so well, for you were wont to 
wear them about your arm. And madam, by him 
tkat I love best, and your ladyship next, I sent you 
jour said tokens again ; which bringer of your said 
tokens I heartily pray your ladyship to cherish and 
make much of now in my absence, called Master 
Marshall by name. Madam, I beseech you that I 
may,, with the most part of my heart, be reoomr 
mended unto my singular good lord deputy, and that 
done I pray you that I may be recommended to 
my Lady CIintoB, and to my Lady Banister, and to 
all the young gentk women pertaining mito your lady- 
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ship there ; also to my husband, Mr. Secretary. 

And I put you, madam, in trust to see that my 

Lady Banister have not all the love away, I being 

not present there ; wherefore I pray you, madam, to 

(be) a mean in it, and that I be not all forgotten 

in Calais. Madam, I have sent your ladyship a ring 

of gold, with a flat stone, a diamond, which I pray 

you Madam well to accept, by Perres, my servant, 

which shall be married as on Sunday come seven 

night. And thus the Holy Ghost have your ladyship 

in his keeping. 

From my poor house at Knolton, the 18th day 

of May, by your poor beadwoman, whilst life in her 

remaineth, to her little power. 

Jane Ringley. 

To the Right Honourable my 
Lady Lisle, in Calais. 



LETTER LVIII. 
Jane^ Lady Ringley^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. vers. 1589* 

[lisle PAPEBS, vol. XIII. NO. 90. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Ort^tfto/.} 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I have me as heartily commended unto you as 
heart can think, and so I desire your good ladyship 
that I may be to my good lord deputy. Madam, I 
had well trusted to have seen you within a month or 
five weeks after Bartholomew-tide, but, mine own good 
lady, often times man purposeth and God disposeth. 
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Also, madam, the truth is, there shall be a right 
worshipful gentleman, and very good, that shall exe- 
cute my bedfellow's room that was;^ which I trust 
shall be a great comfort unto your ladyship. And 
madam, though my body be far from you, yet my 
heart is with you, and my poor prayer, as so shall be 
as long as my life lasteth. Moreover, madam, I 
heartily pray you that if I may do your ladyship any 
service on this side the sea, that you, my good lady, 
will and command me as your own servant, and I 
trust you shall never find in me to the contrary. 
Madam, I shall send you, by my bedfellow, your 
good and loving tokens. Madam, I pray you that I 
may heartily be recommended to my Lady Clinton, 
and to Mr. Secretarj'^, and my Lady Banister, and 
to all them that loveth you. And thus, my good 
lady, fare you as well as heart and mind think. 

From Sandwich, the 10th day of August. 
By your own poor beadwoman, 

Jane Ringlet.^ 

To the Right Honourahle my 
good Lady Lisle, in Cahus. 

* This phrase, though so worded as to seem to intimate the deathr 
of Lady Ringley's husband, cannot mean more than that he had 
resigned his ofiSce, since Lady Lisle mentions him as living in a sub- 
sequent letter, written in September, 1539, and the present letter 
cannot be dated later than 1539, since the Lisle Correspondence 
closes early in 1540. 

^ There are in Lisle Papers, vol. xiii. art* 86, 89, two other letters 
from Lady Ringley, both dated from Sandwich, expressive of regard^ 
exchanging tokens, &c., presenting, capons, cheese, &c. 
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LETTER LIX. 
Hxmor^ Viscottntess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d; 1539. 

[lislb papers, vol. I. NO. 71. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OrigvMd,\ 

*»« In the autunm of 1539 Loid LUe attjniod FusdMns •£ 
Bavaria, Count Palatine, fa Palsgrave of the Rhine, from Calais, 
where the Palsgrave had spent some time as his guest, on Ms way to 
Dnghmdv to visit Kmg Henry YIII. The ohjeet of the Vaeou^s 
¥iflit was to promote by personal infliisnce hia own interests nith 
Henry YIII./ especially in reference to the increase of his anmiiAy. 
Both his wife and friends were very fearful lest hiis easy temper shonU 
induce him to yield too easy cvedence to mere promises, and not 
exert himself to the accomplishment of his object— a dtonges sgaiast 
which he is frequently warned, since, if this opportunity were lost^ 
janodier equally &vourable might not recur.^ 

On his arrival at Dover, on September ISth, he wzote ta inftna 
liis wife of his safety^ adding that he was net a Uttie pnmd oi beiog 
so good a seaman, since he had not been at all sick during the pas- 
sage.c The following day, Sunday September l^th, he wrote from 
Canterbury, requesting her to send him the tan of hia tawnj velTtft 
gown, and a flagon of wakiut water,<^ which the Palsgrave had, left 
behind. On the 17th, having reached London,^ he became yery 
anxious for the arrival of the saUes^ whkh he wished to wear on ha& 
appearance at the eouvt, then at Windsor, and wrote ' to urge the 
immediate despatch of them, of some French wines, if any mn Ipt 
obtained, and of some walnut water to cure his hosteas,. LadjrMfladB, 
■ of sore eyes.K To these requests the following letters contain the 
reply. 

> In Cotton. MS. O^taSy Bw I. M. 3d, is a letter from Wnodiariqr 
and others, in refrrenee to the reception of the Palsgrave and LoEd 
Lisle. 

^ Husee to Lady Lisle, voL xii. fol. 73, 87. 

« Lisle Papers, vol. i. avt. SO. ^ Ibid art. 8. 

* Hall gives the 16th fas the day of the Palsgrave's arrival 9^ 
Dover, and the 18th at London, fol. 237 b. See Stale Papec%. wtL.L 
p. 616. , 

' Lisle Papers, vol. L art. 22. 

ff Doubtless the wife of Sir Christopher Morris, at whose house 
Lady Lisle was to have been entertained the previous year. 
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CkKxl evreet heaxt, 

These shall sonify unto you that, i^nee the recerpt 
of jour last letter, I Imre not bad a little study to doYise 
hoivr to aecomplish your pleasure and eommandment 
m making provision for wine for you. I had devised 
to send to Abbeville, and also to St. Omers, because 
I would be in assurance to furnish your request, and 
yet I took much thou^t for that it should be long 
'ere I i^ould attain the same and get it hither. How- 
beit, Ood have released all that my care, and have 
4W»t by thk haven two slops laden with French wine, 
wh^eof the one came into the haven and tarried here 
but one tide ; neverth^ess I found such provkion that 
I had two pieces of the best eonld be chosen in that 
idiip ; wherem J aim Owghters have taken pain and 
<itoiie his diligence to do you pleasure, and^ as he have 
skewed me, it will be good winek I have paid for the 
some 14 crowns, and do send it unto you by Kirby. 
It cost xne after 21 (arowna the tun, and I have no 
little grudge in the town, because I gave so much, for 
there was other wine brought hither which was sold 
for 17 crowns, but it was not Kke this. And I had 
nmeh pain to get this for that price, for the said slii|> 
woidd not unlade any of their wines here, but did 
depart immediately. 

Also I sent imto you by Nicholas Eyres, partridges ; 
and now eftsoons I do send you a pasty of partridge, 
and a crane, bakevi: praying you with my humble 
commendations to present the Palsgrave with one of 
them, which shall be your pleasure. 

I trust your sables, before the receipt hereof, b© 
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come to your hands, being very sorry that they came 

not erst ; but I assure you the weather was such here 

that we could have no passage. '^ Good my lord, 

^ whereas in my former letters I have written to you 

\ that you should write to me with your own hand, 

\ whereof two lines should be more comfort to me than 

j a hundred of another man's hand ; my meaning therein 

I is not to require of you to take so much pain as to 

'.write to me of your own hand, in or for all your 

\budness or necessary affairs, but only at your own 

/pleasure of such secret things as it shall please you to 

I advertise me of, and, at your convenient leisure, to 

signify unto me part of your gentle heart ; which 

imto me shall be most rejoice and comfort. I think 

there is no woman living have thought the time of her 

husband'^s absence longer than I have done yours ; 

and so shall continue unto your return and our meeting. 

Also, I think very long till I may hear that you have 

been with the king's majesty, trusting then to hear 

some good news, which I pray God may be shortly ; 

beseeching you now so to use and behave yourself 

towards his majesty that it may be for the increase 

of your honour and profit. For now is your time or 

I never. Wherefore, now eftsoons, yet I entirely be- 

5 seech you to have good respect, trusting to yourself 

and considering what case you be in ; for if remedy 

and redress be not now had, I know not when it 

will be. :I would gladly send over the steward to 

make provision for beefs for your house at this Michsel- 

mas time, as I knew you might provide him of any 

money. Wherefore, of your pleasure in that behalf. 
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I pray you advertise me by the next that cometh/ 
How I have been ordered and entreated o( some 
parties since your departing, this bringer shall declare 
unto you, to whom I pray you give credence. ^ 

(Clare is come home this morning, but he have 
brought never a penny of money with him for me, 
which grieveth me not a little. ^ 

Also, my lord, it grieveth me very much that you j 
did not ride unto the king's majesty immediately after j 
your coming to London, as you said you would do. I | 
think if you had so done, his grace would have accepted 
your coming very well. But now I fear lest you shall 
be circumvented by fair language and words. "" 

One Lenerd, in 6d. by the day, is departed the 
world this night ; wherein I pray you be good to one 
of your own servants. And thus, with my most entire 
and hearty commendations, fearing lest I shall trouble 
you with this my long letter, I bid you farewell. 

From Calais, this 21st day of September, 

By your loving and true wife. 

Honor Lisle. 
To mine own good lord, the 
Yiscoont Lisle, these be 
delivered with speed. 



LETTER LX. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 1539. 

[USLB PAPERS, VOL. I. NO. 73. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,^ 

Good sweet heart, 

I have this hour received your letter by Nicholas 
Eyre, which comforteth me not a little, lauds be to 
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Almighty Ood. But the one part of your letter is to 
me more eomfort than the other, that is, -where yea 
write to me that you have been well entertamed and ^ 
have good eomf(»H}, and that your journey diall be 
worth to you a 1000/., rejoice th me much. But where 
you write that you will trust no fair words, but at 
your coming to the king's h%hness do your own errand 
and trust to yourself, that rejoieeth me much more ; 
beseeching the Holy Ghost, even as you have written, 
so assuredly give you grace stedfastly to continue in 
that mind, as I trust no persuasion shall move you 
from the same ; wherein, if you perserere, y&a shaH 
not only attain thereby nmch honour but also profit. 
I am glad you have had so good communication with 
mj lord Privy Seal. 

I have sent you your sables by Ravon, prayii^ God 
they may come to your hands before you go to Hbe 
court. Whereas, in my other letter, I have desured 
you to be good to some of your own servants for the 
gift of the 6d. that is fallen, I have^ since that time, 
knowledge that you have given it to Sir Edward 
Ringley. My lord, I trust you remember who first 
complained of you for giving of rooms to Kttie men, 
as Worthe and other, and setting them in the retinue. 
Howbeit I will not know it. I thank you for your 
credence by John Toborow, and am very glad you 
answered my lord Privy Seal as you did. And even 
so I pray you to hold him, for so shall you have best 
of him. And whereas he sayeth that you be ruled 
\ by me, therein he taketh his pleasure ; but, my owA 
igood lord, if I had not both loved you and dread you, 
\ 
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he should never have had of me that he hath.^ My 
lord„ I Bend unto you my toothpicks ; I thought to 
hfKwepren it to the Pabgraye wh9st hewashere^ but 
it was not then at my hand. I beseech you present 
it to him if it be your pleasure. I send it to him \ 
because, when he was here, I did see him wear a pen \ 
or call to pick his teeth with. And I pray you shew 
him it have been mine this seven years : I think it will 
not be lost. Thus, mine own sweet hearty with my 
most hearty commendations unto you, I bid you fare- 
weO, beseeching the blessed Trinity to send you a 
good and prosperous journey. 

Fctfn Calais, the 22nd day of September, 

By your true loving wife. 

Honor Lisle. 

1 pray &oA jowr wme come well to you, and in 
time. 

You may keep both your pasties, for the ship tarried 
here a day after the receipt of your wine, and I 
have sent him another pasty of partridges. I am glad 
j««r {Nurtridgefr did you so mueh pleasure, but I care 
not greatly if my lord Privy Seal had not had them. 
I will always send you partridges as I may have car- 
mtge^ either bakes or raw. And once again, sweet 
heart, I bid you fonewell, as she that doth endure with 
as little sleep as any woman livings and so shall con- 
tinue till your coming. 

To mine own good lord, 
the Levd Viscoimt Lisle, 
deliTer th» witk speed. 

• Referring to Painswick. 
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On the Ist of September in the present year, Cromwell had wiittes 
to Lord Lisle," remonstrating against his being so easily guided, 
especially by his wife. " For although," he says, ^ my lady be right 
honourable and wise, yet in such causes as longeth to your authority, 
her advice and discretion can little prevail." The whole tenor of 
these letters shows, that the caution against petticoat goyemment 
was not superfluous. 



LETTER LXI. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lisle papers, vol. XIV. NO. 66. STATE PAPE& OFFICE. Droughfl 

•«• Lord Lisle's letter of the 24th of September,^ to which the 
present is a reply, informs Honor of the very favourable reception 
he had met with from the king, who had inquired kindly after her, 
of his hopes of good success in his afiEairs, and of his determination 
to comply with her wishes, and trust to no fair words or promises, 
but attend to his own affairs himself. In reference to the Elarl of 
Bridgewater, he expresses himself much annoyed at his pertinadooB 
interference, and comically adds, '* I would he were in Abraham'^ 
bosom !" 

During Lord Lisle's visit he succeeded in obtaining the aooom- 
plishment of his wishes in the increase of his annuity to 400/. a 
year,<= the additional 200/. being granted from what had formeriy 
been the revenues of the treasurer's office.** The king also granted 
him the house and site of the now dissolved priory of Carmelite ficiaxB 
at Calais.^ 



Sweet heart, 

With the heart that is more yours than'' mine I 
commend me unto you, certifying you I have received 

■ Calais Correspondence, bundle 1, art 18. State Paper Offiee. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. i. art. 26. 

*^ Lord to Lady Lisle, vol. i. art. 34, date, Canterbury, 8th Sep^ 
iembert meant, doubtless, for October. 
<* Payments to deputy, &c. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art. 9. 
« Repert. Originalia, 31 Henry YIII. Addit. MS. 6365, foL 142. 
' " And " in orig. 
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this day your letter, dated at Windsor the 24th day 
of the last month, whereby I am not a little glad to 
know your good news, and that the king's majesty 
hath so well accepted you ; praying God that his 
grace will so continue. For I have been sorry enough, 
as I have written to you, because I heard not from 
you since you went to the court. And, good sweet 
heart, do as you write unto me, which is that you will 
declare unto the king^s highness your full mind, and 
not to trust to promises or fair words, and follow your 
suits now your own self ; for you know your need. I 
am glad your fur of sables is come safe to your hands 
before you had need of it, and that the Palsgrave is 
merry, to whom I pray you I may be heartily recom- 
mended. * 

Farthermore, this is to advertise you Palmer the 
bailiff of Guisnes hath shewed me as this day, that 
there is a matter brought in by the law of Guisnes 
that you should give commandment to the serjeant- 
royal of Guisnes to keep straitly in prison one Nicholas 
Pickering, a rebel, which Palmer sayeth the serjeant- 
Toyal denieth that you gave him such conamandment. 
I made him answer that I knew nothing of this matter; 
notwithstanding he desired me to write unto you of 
it. You know what you have done in it. Whereas 
you write that you will write to my lord Russell to be 
good to my son, touching his lands that the Earl of 
Bridgewater doth destroy ; good sweet heart, I pray 
you to refer that till your coming home ; for he will 
be of his full age within this month,^ and then it may 

* He wftf of age October 27tb, 1539; this letter was therefore 
written early in October. 
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please you to Uoence him to go hiocHelf to my loid 
; Rufifiell with your letters ; for till that time little hurt 
; can be done. I know the Earl of Bridgewater's jqqBe>- 
: tite, the more he is spoken mito the worse he wiH be. 
I think he will be best to my son himself wbm he is 
of fiill age, and that he may be boondi and take bonds. 
Howbeit I. refer all to your wisdom. I trust that yom 
have received long ere this time your Fiench wine ; it 
was nine days in the ship afore be could hsfe weatiber 
to go ; it never came on land, but from, one ship to tiv 
other ; and the French ship went straigfat away ; 
nobody had none of it but you. I think Ood seni the 
ship hither that I might do (you) pleasure ; I pray 
God it be good, as I doubt not but it is, as Jobi 
Wanters sayeth. As for the other wine, shall be kept 
till your coming home, which shall not be as; aooa as 
I would. And thus, &c. 



The foregoing is the last letter of the Viscountess lirie preaerred. 
After thi& period the records of her existence are but alight* Tkt 
official conduct of Lord Lisle soon afterwards fell under mapkiDni 
He was accused of great negligence in the guardianship of Galais^ 
and also of being in correspondence with the Pbles, whem Heofy 
VIII. was at that time prosecuting with the utmoat TigooB. Bdl- 
gious bigotry was also one of the elements of the tumult- laiaed 
against him. A person named Adam Damplip, a priest called 
Ralph Hare, and Sir William Smith, were actiyo in disai»£ng ihk 
people against yielding credence to the new doctrines propagated, hj 
Henry VIII., and so much influence did they acquire that maaa, 
matins, and evensong, were almost forsaken ; and of tiie 1701 
persons who were parishioners of St. Mary's, Calais, not Bora ttai 
ten or twelve frequented the church.* Though Lord Lido offidally 

* Deputy and Council to Bii^opaBatii, Ghfehaater, aa4 NQrwid^ 
July 27th, 1539. CaUus Corresp., bundle 1, art 16. Calais Com- 
missioners to Henry VIII., April 5th> 1540. Ibid, avt SS. ii«i MS. 
283, fol. 89. 
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pattCawiAhunaelfMi ef^poBCBl; oC tke BaoMi doetKiBMy ha and his 
laAy WOT* Bwpeeted of nkVLy fiwroiuniig^ th«m ; an unpavdmiabk 
hia Iftio eyw of Hnuy TIII^ who cImw that aU of his 8ah|«olB 
apaii}; hiaa ia the f ath of nSaaDtSm. Loid Lisle was 
also accnsei of wsoA of raaaagement ia his. a&irsy. so thafc for tha 
take of ohftaining moBiB^ he waftoften conp^ed ta pat offioes^ &c., to 
aale^ whi^ shonid h^TOt hoen bestowed apos mesit^ and which thus 
qAob feU into the hmids of improper penona.*^ 

Ia Mardi^ 1540,^ a commission, eonsisliBg of the Earl of Sussex, 
Skt JohA G«^ and others, amongst whom, as a matter of eoartesy, 
Lord Lisl^s* ihms was inserted, was sent over to examine into the 
ataAa^sf kwa and religion m Calais.^ They arziTod <« the I6th of 
KligaV Mid the nsnlt ^ tbur iaqninea was„ Ihat Calais had been 
vngr cavelessly kept— that 2^ of tiio ganison were mere hoys— that 
wore permitted free access to the town,, and sweo. not 
. from walkmg on the walls and examining the fovt^oar 
«Mft«-that Loird Lialn had aonmiiiiieated n^dt tin P^ie and 
Caeiinal Pole, awl that h^ had pffesenfted Damplq^ wi& d«^ to whom 
La^ Lisle had also gtven I5i^<* On a conrteoiis pretext that the 
fresente of the commissioaega ia Cakis wonU afford Linrd Lisle a 
ftepev opportonity for a visit to> the king,, which he had long deaired, 
he was recalled from his depntyahtp to England," and on his arzual 
jaBiwUatriy sent pnsoaer to the Tomwr. 

HGLb papeis were nnmediateljjF ordered ta be seized ; but Lady \ 
lisle,, nafor wanttag in tsct or energy, contriiPed to destc^ any tiuub j 
warn at afi likely to criminate her husband. She and her two / 
daaghfeers, Philippe and Mary Basset,^ who were then with her, were,' 
aiaictly examined,, by as many ways and means as the ingenuity of 
thecammiaBioaers coalii derise, but aothing^ could be wrung from 
ihm^ except that Maary Basset promised to write down as mneh as 
nheceald remeadMr of the contents of the destroyed papers. All 
the papers wl^cfa were found were sent over, and to this circnm- 
atance wo owe their preserration in a safe deposit, from whence, 
after the lapse of centuries, the foregoing Utters have been* brought 
to Bght.' V 

* Cromwell to Lord Lisle. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art. 20. 

^ Instructions to Commissioners. Ibid. art. 25, b. 

e Commissioners to Cromwell. Ibid, art 27, date, March 22nd. 

<* Depositions on the Examination of Lord Lisle, Ibid. art. 32 ; 
and Deputy of Calais to Henry YIII. art. 4L « Ibid, art 3#. 

' The editor belieyes herself justified in confidently asserting that 
imt of tB% nineteen yolumes, forming the Lisle Collection in the State 
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Lady Lisle was placed in the custody of Francis HaU, ^ a sad man/* 
who had ^ a sober honest woman to his wife/'* attended by a gentle- 
woman, a chamberer, and a groom. The household of Lord Lisle, 
consisting of fifty men servants, a lackey, two kitchen boys, two 
women servants, and a laundress, was dissolved, in spite of the 
'^piteous lamentation " made by these domestics, who only received 
paltry pittances for their wages, which were considerably in arrears 
An exact inventory was then taken of the contents of the house, 
which is still extant,<: and affords a curious and most valuable illustra- 
tion of domestic life, since every article of furniture of every room^ 
from the crimson velvet chairs of " my lady's dining chamber,'' te 
the joint stools, spits, and old worn dripping-pans of the kitchen. Is 
enumerated. Many of the rooms were ornamented with needle- 
work, and in one press were found many cushions of needlework and 
crewel loom-work, proofs of the industry of her ladyship and her 
daughters' and maidens. Amongst the jewellery is named Lady 
Lisle's gold thimble. Her wardrobe was very costly and extensive ; 
but from its ample and gorgeous stores, a gown of taffety, two mf^U 
gowns of black damask, a kirtle of bhick and another of tawny velvet 
were all that she was permitted to take with her to prison. Her 
daughters were sent to a separate place of confinement, where she 
was neither allowed to see nor speak with them. 

Lady Lisle remained in captivity for two years. Amongst the 
privy council orders of the period is one, dated December ISth^ 
1540, arranging that Francis Hall should be allowed 265. 8dL a week 
for the board of Lady Lisle, her three servants, and a priest.^ What 
Honor's religious opinions really were is matter of doubt. Several 
years before, a zealous adherent of anti-popish CatholiciBm had 
.written to inform Cromwell that the preaching of two chaplaina of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury had ^ well brought home " Lord and 
Lady Lisle, who were formerly Pharisees, to the true futh, that ki, 
to Henry Eighth's belief at the time being.' A correspondent of 

Paper Office, not a single letter has before been published. A few 
stray Lisle Papers, which have found their way into the Cottonian 
MSS., are printed by Sir Henry Ellis. 

" There is a letter from Ursula Hall in Calais Corresp., bundle 10^ 
ait. 170, date, 2nd October, 1552. 

^ Earl of Sussex and Sir John Gage to Earl of Essex. Calais 
Corresp., bundle 1, art. 34, June 5th, 1540. 

« Ibid. art. 38, 39. 

•> Nicolas' Acts of Privy Council, vol. vii p. 89. 

« J. Wlialley to Secretary Cromwell. Miscel. Letters, 2nd i 
vol. xIviii.fol. 246. 
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Lady Lisle's at Paris, was particalarly requested by her to send her 
a bible^ which, after much difficulty, he Bucoeeded in procuring.* 

On the 13th of January, ] 541, the order for payment to Francis 
HaU, for Lady Lisle and her attendants, was repeated,^ and on the 
15th of NoTomber, 222/. I6s. id, from the revenues of Lord 
Lisle's hinds was appropriated to the payment of her miseeUaneons 
expenses.^ 

Meanwhile her husband was lingering in the Tower, unable to 
obtain from the capricious cruelty of Henry YIII. either an 
examination or a trial, and yet suffering, though unconricted, one of 
the worst of penalties.*^ At length, after two years of almost hopeless 
suspense, the tardy justice of the king pronounced his acquittal, and 
Henry YIII. sent him a ring from his own finger, with many kind 
expressions ; but the tumultuous excitement of ecstasy produced by 
this announcement was too much for his prison-worn frame, and it 
brought on a delirium of joy which terminated his existence the 
following night, the 3rd of March, 1 542. The privy council had also 
issued orders that Lady Lisle, her daughters, and servants, should be- 
set at liberty, their apparel and jewels restored, and 1002. presented 
to them for the expenses of their transportation to England.* But 
when, buoyant with expectation, Honor reached the shores of 
England, it was to learn the death of the husband, the anticipation of 
re-union with whom had often cheered the loneliest and saddest 
hours of her captivity. 

After this period we have but two solitary notices of the Lady 
Lisle — they both occur in the Patent Roll of the 38th of Henry VIII, 
On the 12th of December,f 1546, the king granted to bis ^dearly 
beloved Honor, Viscountess Lisle, widow of Arthur, Viscount Lisle^" 
permission to alienate certain lands, which on September 4th, 1537^' 
he had granted to her former husband and herself, and their heun^ 
with reversion to the king in default of heirs,^ and which, as Honor 

* John Bekinson to Lady Lisle, July 26th, 1539. Lisle Papers^ 
vol. X. art. 26. 

^ Privy Council Acts, vol. vii. p. 113. 

c Ibid. p. 268. 

' A list of apparel made for him, and other payments, occur» 
Ibid. pp. 146, 271. 

« Ibid,p. 32U 

' Patent Roll, 30 Henry VIII. part. 7, memb. 12. 

s See Repertory of Origmalia, 29 Henry YIIL Addit. MS. 6365, 
fol. 36.b. 

^ This gift is mentioned by George RoUe, Lord Lisle's legal 
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had no <dii]dmi by LoMl liBte, iwnrid, lM* lor ilM ^I^^ 
80 rerertod aeeordnigljr, A gtmilar fin ii i iiMian wmt gUMrtiid apnt^ 
on Jannaay ^Sndy 1^547.* Witk these nnmitiribetoty notieee oMst 
oonchide ear iwiuuuMl of « lady iviw ins •ocaqned so —eh <f war 
atteirtioii, but of 'whose coome we haim not he«n ftiiliiiintii eneagh ito 
li^ upon «iiy tetber teMM. 



LETTER LXII. 

Mary^ Lady Kinffston^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. 15S9. 

[lises papers, tol, xm. no. it. stitb pafkk ovfici. Or%pJfia/J} 

••• The foUowing lett^s refer to the prepantioBS Isr, 4M| uitifll* 
]^8tioBS of, the arrivftl of <^eeD Anne of CSei^cs in E^ghnd. 



Madam* 

In mj most humblest mamier I reoonmieMl me 
mito your good ladyship ; and I shall desire you to be 
good lady mito my poor son, Harry Jemingkara, tbe 
bearer hereof, who at this time is appointed to wsit 
upon my lord admiral to meet this young lady, which, 
by Ood^s grace, ^shall be our mistress ; that in «m» 
he have not such friends there as wiO provide him oF 
a horse to ride upon, that then it will please your 
ladyship to be so good unto him as to help him wiili 
one ; and I shall be glad to do you as much servioe, 
if it lie in my power ; praying you that I may be 
humbly recommended unto my lord your husband, 



adviser, in a letter to him, in which he wishes a clause to ba I 
securing the settlement of the lands tm Lord Lisle's daugfatenr by 
Ub first wife, in failure of issue by Honor ; but this sdxemejwas not 
accomplished. Lisle Papm, vol. tU. fol. 26. 
^ Ibid. nmnb. 8> 
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deeaing bim rf bis help in tliis msJbb&r. ^ And thus 
our Lord Bead ym. m good health ^ I woiiM fa^ye 



From London, tlie 27th day ^f Swember. 
At your ooBSimmdment, 

Mart Kikqston. 
Ibtlw Right Hanonnbte 
and my amgiilar good 
lady^ my Lady Lisle. 



LETTER LXIIL 

ElizcAethf ILady Walhp, to Lady Lisle. 
A.D. vers. 1589. 

[lislb papers, tol. xiy« no. 29. state paper office. Holograph,\ 

%* Lady WaH«p was tiie wife of Sir John Wallop, lieutenant of 
Calais : many notices of her are scattered amongst the Lisle Pa|»eis. 
He was a knight of the Garter, and captain^eneral, first of the tower 
and castle df Calais, and afterwards of GniaDes. He died July 131ii, 
1551.» 



Good nuMlam, 

I most heartily recommend me unto your good 
ladyship^ and am very glad to hear that my good lord 
and yon be in good health, which I pray Ood long 
to eoRtinue; thu^ng you of your great kindnesB 
shewed always to me, as in your tdcens that I Yopm 
received divers since my departing ; which kindness 
I am not aUe to deserve with no power ; but my^ 
poor heart yoiff bdyahip shall have as long as I live ; 
for your great kindness hath bound laie so to do. 

•Hari.MS.897,fol.M. J 
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I have wished for you In Hampshire many times 
since my coming. I ensure you, madam^ if you were 
in it, I should like it better than I do. I like it but 
easily ; and I shall tell you the cause when it shall 
be my fortune to meet with you, which I trust, 
madam, shall be when we have a new mistress, which 
I pray God to send shortly, that I may see you iri 
the court ; for you shall have good occasions to see 
your two daughters then. I trust they (are) to be 
with the queen, for they be meet. I have not seen 
Mistress Katherine since we departed from the court ; 
but Mistress (Anne) I have seen divers times, and 
is as fair a gentlewoman, and as well made, as any 
that I know, and as gentle, and as well she behaveth 
herself that every body praiseth her that seeth her; 
and there is no doubt but she shall come to some 
great marriage. You are much bound to my lord 
of Sussex, and my lady, for they make not a little of 
her. My lady told me, at my last being with her, that 
she would do for her as much as she lyould for her 
own sister. She is the fairest and the gentlest lady 
that I know. It had been great pity she had mis- 
carried now, when she was in great danger of life. 
Divers that did see her did tell me they thought they 
should never see her again : thanked be God now it 
it is well over ever. 

Now, good madam, I must be a suitor unto you 
now, desiring you, for God's sake, to whom I know 
you will deny nothing for His sake, to forgive the sor- 
rowful man, Bell^ that hath offended my lord and. 
you. As I hear, it is words that he spake which 
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came of too much drink, and of no other thing. 
Wherefore, good madam, I beseech my lord and 
you to forgive him ; for the poor man and his wife be 
undone, if my lord and you forgive them not ; you 
shall do a charitable deed, and my trust is, good 
madam, you will do it the sooner at this my request. 
Now, good madam, I take my leave, beseeching our 
Lord to send my lord and you long life together, de- 
siring you to take this simple and ill-written letter in 
worth, and worse indited. Madam, an it will please 
you to take the pain to commend me humbly to my 
good lord, to my good Lady Garnish, my Lady Clin- 
ton, and good Mistress Frances.^ I pray God send 
them much joy of their marriage. 
Written at Farleigh, the 8th day of August. 
Ever yours to command, 

Elizabeth Wallop. 
To the Right Honourable 
lady my Lady Lisle. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

(U8LE PAP£B8^ VOL. I. NO. 119. STATE PAPER OFFICE. On^tmzZ.] 

Jesus. 
Madam^ 

In my most humble wise, my duty done unto your 

ladyship, desiring to hear of your good health, and 

also desiring you of your daily blessing, the which 

• Lady Frances Basset 
VOL. III. H 
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sliall be to my most cmufbit in this^ivwld, anft thsnk- 
ing^ your ladyship for your gentle lettitl,^ and for tbe 
erepine (fringe) and petticoat that I received of 
Hiuee. Madam, the cause of my Ytn&ng to your lady- 
ship is, that we hear say that the king's grace shall 
be married, and my lord and my hdy as yet doth 
hear no word of their coming np to London. Where- 
fore I desire your ladyship that you will be so good 
] lady and mother unto me as to speak that I may be 
\ one of the queen's maids ; for I have no trust in none 
jother but your ladyship to speak for me in that cause. 
/Moreover, shewing your ladyship that I am very sorry 
(that I saw not my lord, my father-in-law, at his bding 
in England.^ Madam, I have no news to send you 
here ; but my lord and my lady is in good health, 
with all their children. And thus I pray Jesu pre- 
serve you in long life to His pleasure. 

By your humble daughter, 

Catherine Basset. 
To the Bight Honourable and 
mine especial good lady 
mother, the Lady Liale, be 
this given. 

At Calais. 



The appointment of maid of honour to Queen Anne of CleroB was 
at hist obtained, and Catherine Basset was one of her attendants, not 
only as queen but after her relinquishment of the regal d^gailgr;^ 

• So in MS. Letters. 

i» ^ekftEn^sad about tfae fltiJrOeti, 1530. tte' 
was wxitten in that mostfa. 
<: Nicolas' Acts of the Pri?y Comicily yol. vii. p. 290. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Aeme Basset to Lctdy Lide. jud« 15S9. 

[LISI£ PAPERS^ VOL. I. NO. 82. STATE PAFEB OVFIGE. OftginoLl 

Madam, 

My duty done^ I humbly recommend me unto your 
ladyship, desiring you of your daily blessiug. The 
cause of my writmg unto you at this time is, that I 
am now with my cousin Dene, at the king^s grace's 
commandment ; for whereas Mistress Mewtas doth lie 
in London there are no walks but a little garden^ 
wherefore it was the king's grace's pleasure that I 
should be with my cousin Dene; for whereas she 
lieth there are fair walks and a good open air ; for 
the physician doth say that there is nothing better 
for my disease than walking; and I thank God I 
am a great deal better than I was. Madam, I did 
hope that I should have seen your ladyship here when 
my lord came over ; but hawbeit I trust to God that 
we shall have ^ mistress shortly.-^ And then I trust. 
I shall see you here when she comes over, which 
I hope to God will not be long. No more to you at 
this time, but I pray God send your ladyship long 
life, to the pleasure of God. From Westminster^ tha 
Sunday after Michaelmas day. 

By your luunble daughter, 

Anne Baf jssT. 

Madam, my cousin Dene hath her heartily recom*- 

mended to your ladyship. 

To the Bight Honourable and n^y 
singQisr good hidy and 'moArar^ 
my JiftdjF ViscounteaB Lisla. 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lisle papers/ tol. I. NO. 86. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,']] 

*«* Ann of Cleves passed through ' Calais, en route^ and was 
received and entertained by Lord and Lady Lisle with all the respect 
due to their future queen. They had even anticipated her arrival by 
a present to her, which was courteously acknowledged in a letter 
\ from her vice-chamberlain, dated Dusseldorf, November 10th/ in 
{which he also thanks them for a hackney and an arquebus sent to 
jhimself. 

I The impression made by the queen-elect upon Lady Lisle's mind 
was favourable, as appears from the following letter, and Anne was 
equally pleased with her zeal and affection.^ Her ladyship would 
doubtless t<to, improve the present opportunity by pressing her 
daughters' promotion upon the attention of their future queen. 



Madam, 

My duty done, I humbly recommend me unto your 
ladyship, desiring you of your daily blessing. This 
shall signify your ladyship that I received your letter 
of Husee ; and, according to the contents thereof, I 
have declared unto the king's highness all things, as 
your ladyship willed me to do, so that his grace took 
the same in right good part, accepting your good will 
and toward mind therein as thankfully as though 
your ladyship had waited on her grace hither ; pon- 
dering right well the charges that my lord and your 
ladyship hath lately been at^ and do sustain, specially 
at this present time. I humbly thank your ladyship 
of the news you write me of her grace, ^hat.she 
is so good and gentle to serve and please : it shall be 
no little rejoicement to us, her grace's servants here, 
that shall attend daily upon her, and most comfort to 
* Lisle Papers, vol. xviii. nnfoliated* " ^ Ibid* ' 
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the king^s majesty, whose highness is not a little 
desirous to have her grace here. And for the good 
and motherly comisel your ladyship doth give me, 
concerning my continuance in the king^s favour, I 
thank your ladyship most lowly therefor ; trusting God 
shall no longer spare me Ufe than I shall therein 
continue. For I knowledge myself most bound to 
his highness of all creatures : if I should, therefore, in 
any thing oflfend his grace willingly, it were pity I 
should live. Madam, the king doth so well like the 
conserves you sent him last, that his grace com- 
manded me to write unto you for more of the 
codiniac^ of the clearest making, and of the conserve 
of damascenes; and this as soon as may be. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send your 
ladyship long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. 
Prom York-place, the Monday afore Christmas day. 
By your humble and obedient daughter, 

Anne Basset. 
To the Right Honourahle and ; 
my , singukr good hidy and 
mother, the Viscountess Lisle. 



LETTER LXVIL 

Elinor, Countess ofRtdland, to Lady Lisle* 
A.D. 1540. 

[cotton us. vbspasiav, f. XIII. AKT. 121, F. 107. HohgraphJ] 

*»• Lady Lisle, having procured the preferment of one daughter, 
"was frequent and urgent in her requests to her friends for the pro« 
motion of the other, as appears by the two following letters. A 

* Quiddeny, or marmalade of quineob .^ 
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letter from Gaiheiiiie BaalBt to her mother, wxiiten on the iftttie diiy 
as the present, and on the same subject, is printed in the Howard 
Collection.* 



My very good lady, 

In my right hearty maimer I commend me mito 
your good ladyship, signifying the same that I have 
received from you, by Master Husee, a pipe of 
Gascony wine and two barrels of herrings, for the 
which, and others your manifold kindness heretofore 
shewed, I render unto you my hearty thanks, asmiring 
the same that if there be any pleasure that my lord 
or I can do for your ladyship, here or elsewhere, 
you shall have the same accomplished to the best we 
can accordingly ; and where you be very desirous to 
have your daughter. Mistress Basset, to be one of the 
queen's grace'^s maids, and that you would I should 
move her grace in that behalf. These shall be 
to do your ladyship to wit that I perceive right 
well the king'^s highness'* pleasure to be such that 
no more maids shall be taken in, until sueh time ait 
some of them that now be with the queen^s grace be 
preferred. Albeit, if you will make some means unto 
mother Lowe, who can do as much good in this matter 
as any one woman here, that she may make some 
means to get your said daughter with the queen's 
said grace ;> — and in so doing, I think you shall ^obtain 
your purpose in every behalf ;— and I, for my part, 
shall do the best I can to prefer (her) here^ for I 

" Page 213. It is reprinted by Miss Strickland in her MiOKMr of 
Anne of Qeves, Qneensof England, vol.. iv- p. 340. The present letter 
has been printed by Sir Henry Ellis, 2nd series, toI. ii« p. 41, hot 
assigned to a much earlier date, and without any of the ela 
afforded by the IMq Papeis. 



wdold he: rigU ghd therttof^ hdk lor Ike' gcni. 
honesty iiwubr. i» la ker. And tims cmr luml keop 
ymat ladyi^p ia bealth^ At die Com% the 17th daj. 
of Febffuarj*. 

Y«ue ladyship's asmxed, 

SUilNQR HuTLAlVD*. 

To my vezy good lady 
my Lady losle, her 
good ladyship be 
thBiegiyen. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1540. 
[lisle papbbs, vol. I. Na 83b state paper ^office. Ortpttto^*] 

Madam, 

In my most hmnblegt ^e< I commend me nat^ 
yeur ladyfilup, desiri^ yott of y<mc daily ble(98Uig^< 
Madam, I have presented your oodiaiaG'^ to the king's' 
highness, and his grace does like it wondrous weH^ 
and gave yonr ladyship most heaarty tiianks for it. 
And whereas I peredived, by your ladyakip's letter^ 
tihat when the kkig's Ingfaness had tasted of yoinr- 
eodknae, you woidd have me to move his graee for ta 
send yott some tok^t of remembranoe) that yon mi^^ 
know the b«tt«rthat hoa graee does likp your codiniao ; 
— by my tmtfiy madam, I told his graee that j<mt 
fauiydiip was glad that you oould make anything tiiwt 
his graoe did like. And his grace made Bie answer 

' * Spelled here ^oo(i«fi«oXrtf, but doubtless identical with the eodft^aek 
or oodiniac of a former letter ; marmalade of quinces. 
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that he did thank you with all his heart; and his 
grace commanded me that Nicholas Ejnre should 
speak with my father Heneage afore he went ; and 
whether he will send your ladyship any token by him 
or no, I cannot tell ; for, madam, I durst not be so 
bold to move his grace for it no otlier wise, for fear 
lest how his grace would have taken it. Therefore- 
I beseech your ladyship be not discontented with me. 
And whereas you do write to me that I should 
remember my sister, I have spoken to the king'^a 
highness for her, and his grace made me answer that 
Master Bryan and divers other hath spoken to hi» 
grace for their friends, but he said he would not 
grant me nor them as yet ; for his grace said that h& 
would have them that should be fair, and, as he 
thought, meet for the room. Therefore, madam, I 
think if you did send to some of your ladyship's 
friends that are about his grace to speak for her, or 
else I cannot tell what you is best to do in it, for I 
have done as much as I can. 

And whereas you do write to me that I should 
speak for my lord's matter, and for Bery's son ; I 
beseech your ladyship to hold me excused in that, for 
I dare not be so bold to move the king'^s grace in no> 
such matters, for fear lest how his grace would take- 
it. Madam, my sister Catherine has her humbly 
recommended unto your ladyship; desiring you of 
your blessing. She desires your ladyship to hold her 
excused, because she doth not write to you, for she is 
gone this day with my lord of Rutland and my ladj 
to Hever. 
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And whereas you do vncite to me that I do not write 
^ith my own hand^ the truth is^ that I cannot write 
nothing myself but mine own name; and, as for that, 
when I had haste to go up to the queen's chamber, 
my man did write it which did write my letter. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send (you) 
long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. From 
York-place^ the 19th day of February. 

By your humble daughter, 

Anne Basset. 

To the Right Honourable my 
siogular good lady and mother, 
my Lady Viscountess Lisle, 

at Calais. 



Of Anne Basset nothing more remains on record, except that she 
'was maid of honour to Queen Anne of Cleves,* Catherine Howard, 
aud probably Catherine Parr ; and that Edward VL, on his acces- 
sion, gave her a retiring pension of 40 marks per annum.^ 



LETTER LXIX. 

Mary, Lady Kingston, to Mr. Wriothesley. 
A.D. 1540. 

[miscellaneous letters, third series, vol. Y. no. 25. STATE ' 

PAPER office. Or%g%n<d,'\ 

••• The fearful scenes of excitement through which the princess 
Mary had passed in 1539, had told upon a constitation naturally 
delicate. The disgrace and attainder of her governess, Lady Salis- 

* Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 239, A. State Paper 
Office. 

»» Patent Roll, 1 Edward VL pt 7, date July 28th, 1547. The 
Basset pedigree names none of the daughters of Sir John Basset ; 
their marriages, if they did marry, cannot therefore be traced. . 
H 2 
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buy, a&d of iboftt^rf lermotiies^ fiiieada, ttttdrfliB'fl^Bdiaiaiaiis of 
being forced to an>unwelcoine marmge with, the Protestant prince^ 
Fhilip of Bayaria^ so afiTected her that she was reduced to the con- 
dition deflcribef in- the present letter, written to Wriodiedey, who, 
on his recent viut,. had noticed her indisposition, and wished to be 
aseertained o£ her conyalescence. 



Master Wriothesley, 

With my hearty recommendations, sir, to certify 
you how my lady's grace doth, — she hath been sick 
ever since Christmas, insomuch upon New Year's 
day, after she was up in the morning, she could 
neither sit nor stand, but wae fain to go to her bed 
again for faintness, and yesterday, thanked be 6od, 
she was somewhat amended. Notwithstanding, her 
physician would be glad to have more counsel afore 
he minister anything unto her. Wherefore, if it 
will please you ta speak unto ray lord Privy Seal, 
that it will please him to move the king's grace, that 
Mr. doctor Butts may go thither, because he hath 
been with her in such cases in times past. And thus 
I commit you to God, praying him to send you 
many good new years, with much worship. 

Written the 3rd day of January, at the Black 
Friars. 

Mary Kingston. 

To tiie Eight Worshipftil Master 
Wriothed^. 



liETTER LXX. 

Margaret^ Countess Dowager of Ormond^ to King 
Henry thfi Eighth. A.n. 1540. 

[IXI8H OO&BBSPONDENCE, TOL. IT. ABT. 34. STATE PAPKB OFFICE. 

•«• The writer of the following letter^ usually known as the great 
CountcBB of Qrmondy was the daughter of Gerald eighth Earl of KiU 
dare, and wile of Piers Butler, eighth Earl of Ormond, who reoeiTed • 
the title of Ossory, during a temporary relinquishment of his ances- 
tral honours, in fiivour of Thomas, the &ther of Queen Anne 
Bolejii. In May, 152!l, he was appointed lord tveasurer of Izsland* 
and filled that o^cewith unblemished integrity and consummate 
ability ; but, though himself a brave soldier, much of his success in 
counsel was attributed to hia wife, who was said to be '< a lady of such 
parts that all the estates of the reaha crouched unto lier ; so p<^tio 
that nothing was thought substantially debated without her advice ; 
she was manlike, and tall of stature ; very liberal and bountiful ; a 
secure friend ; a bitter enemy, hardly dLdiking where she fiuieied, 
not easily fancying where she disliked.'** 

The earl and countess used many laudable efforts to introduce the 
arts of civilisation amongst the wild Irish, in the midst of whom they 
resided. They brought over artisans finom EJaoders^ to whom thojr 
assigned apartments in their own castle of Kilkenny, and employed 
them in weaving carpets, cushions, tapestries, &c They rebuilt 
the castle of Gowran, and erected a a^ool-house for tiie poor. So 
greatly was the earl beloved by the people that they refiiaed to senpe 
unless commanded by himself or his son ; and on one occasi<w, when 
he was confined by the gout, his son James had to be summoned 
from England to lead them.^ After the death of the earl, in 1539, 
the countess still continued to live a life of active usefulness and 
great devotion, enjoying a jointure of 400 marks assigned her by her 
son.<: The following letter to Henry YIII. is^ unficirtunately, the 
only specimen of her epistolary correspondence known to be in 
existence. 

a Collins' Peerage, vol. ix. p. 78, note g. 

*» Surrey to Wolsey. Wolsey Corresp. vol. xL part 2, foL 10. 
State Paper Office, 
c MisceL Letters, vol. vii. fol. 116, Cranewell to Lord Cromwell. 
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Please it your most excellent highness to h& 
advertised that, like as my lord my husband, whose* 
soul Jesu rest) at times delighted to provide sucb 
pleasures in this land as should be acceptable to* 
your maJQsty, so, in semblablewise, do I recognize 
myself much bounden to declare my heart and duty 
towards your grace, of like sort and diq>ofiition* 
And, having sent unto your highness, by this bearer, 
two goshawks, to be delivered unto your majesty, as 
of my poor gift, for lack of any convenient thing, 
at this time, being in my disposition to be pr^ented 
unto your grace ; in most humble wise I beseech your 
highness to accept the same in good part, not agree^ 
able to so unmeet a gift or present sent to so mighty 
a prince, but as in respect of my heart and intent 
towards your majesty, whose grace it may please 
graciously to accept the same as proceedings of a 
confident boldness. And thus the blessed Trinity 
preserve your most royal person long and triumph- 
antly to reign, with much victory. 

Written at your highness' city of Waterford, the 
8th of July. 

Your grace's most humble bounden subject, 
M., of Ormond and Ossorjr. 

To our Sovereign lord, the King's 
most excellent Highness. 
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LETTER LXXI. 
Letticej Lady Leey to Lord CromwelL a.d. 1540. 

[ MlfCEL. LEITBSS, SECOND* SERIES, TOL. XXII. NO. 457. STATE PAPEB 

i OFFICE. Or^noZ.] 

*^* 'i he foIlowiDg appeal of a new-made widow needs no comment. 
It is touchingly true in its [delineations of the utter desolatenese ni 
widowhood. In another letter to Lord CromweU, Lady Lee com- 
plains of her son Anthony for claiming money, plate, jewels, and 
household stuff, belonging to her late husband, and requests his aid 
that her affiurs may soon be settled, since the time of the year was 
come for shearing the sheep, storing the pastures, buying cattle, &c, 
none of which could be done while things were in such uncertainty." 

If your singular gentleness were not many ways 
known unto me, by often proofs, toward me and my 
good husband, Sir Robert Lee, of whose soul Jesu 
have mercy, I should never dare take upon me this 
boldness to write unto your lordship, of the which 
humbly I desire you of pardon, trusting that you will 
weigh this my bold writing to your lordship with the 
extreme care and heaviness that I am now forced 
unto. 

It hath pleased God, which works all things at his 
will, to take from me my loving husband, whose good- 
ness I shall ever lack, whose death I can no less com- 
plain than his life I did rejoice : and whereas before, 
by the provision of my husband, I need not to care 
for anything ; now I am subject to all trouble, care, 
and heaviness, and am left here a sorrowful widow, 
as I do intend to live during my life, God willing. It 
has pleased yoiir lordship of your goodness to be 
special good lord to my bedfellow and to me, and to 

* Misoel. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxii. fol. 459« . 
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all our children, in times past, and now I shall 
humbly beseech your lordship to continue good lord 
unto me, and to give me liberty, that if aiqr wrongB be 
laid to me, that I may be so bold ta come car send to 
your lordship for aid, and to hdp me in my right at 
all times, in the way of charity, as a poor and desolate 
widow. 

And whereas my bedfellow did make your lordshiq^^ 
master of his game at Beyrdesthome, I shall heartily 
desire you to take the self-same liberty that you had 
then, and if that I may know when that your lordship 
does come into the country, I will be there myself, 
and make you the best cheer that I can to my power, 
and your lordship shall be as welcome to me as your 
heart can think, either there or to any other ground 
or place that I have in the worlds without feigning; 
as knoweth our Lord, whom ever keep and preserve . 
your lordship in good health and long life, with much 
honour to his pleasure. And here I do send your 
lordship a poor token of remembrance, 10/., to buy 
you an ambling nag to hunt withal in summer. 

Written at Quarendon by your poor beadwoman 
the 29th day of February.* 

By your daily beadwoman, 

Lbttige Lsb. 

To ^e Right Honourable and 
my singiiUir good lord my 
Lord of tlie Privy Seal, give 
this.^ 

" The date must, therefore^ be IMO, the only leap-year vriakii 
CJromwell was Lord Privy SeaL 

^ "^- r~"rT-1 V"trr f nrur tittt — tnfUn "rrin thu ^fimrrll imjih i 
qpondence, which, conmiencing from the death of Wola^, extended 
to the seizuva^of tiM GnaimilfKptnm AptSL, 1540. 
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lETTEE LXXU. 

Elizabeth^ LadyCrfrnweUy to Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1540. 

[cotton MS* TE8FASIA1V|| F. XIII. ABX. 209, FOL. 193. OrtgitiaL^ 

\* The kindness with which Lord Cromwell treated his daughter- 
in-law, and the reject and a£fection^whiGh she professed for him, 
have appeared in her former letters, written when she was Lad^r 
tJghtred. Yet upon his disgrace and death, in 1540, i^e did not 
hesitate to use towards^ him the strong terms of reprobation contained 
in the following letter. Gregory Cromwell was not permanently 
involved in his father's misfortunes, for, on the 18 th of December, 
five months after his death, he was raised to the peerage as Baron 
Cromwell.* 



After the bounden duty of my most hmnble sub- 
mission unto your excellent majesty, whereas it 
hath pleased the same, of your mere mercy and 
infinite goodness, notwithstanding the heinous tres- 
passes and most grievous offences of my father- 
in-law, yet so graciously to extend your benign pity 
towards my poor husband and me, as the extreme 
indigence and poverty wherewith my said father-in- 
law's most deteetable offencea hath oppressed us, ia 
thereby right mneh holpen ami reHeved, like as I 
have of long time been right desirous presently as 
well to render most Immble thaidoi, as slso to deflixe 
continuance of the same yomr highness^ most bei^n 
goodness. So, considering your grace^s most high and 
weighty affairs at this present, fear of jnolefiting or 
being troublesome unto your highness hath dasuad^cl 

• Patent KoD, 32 Henry VIII. parte. 
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me as yet otherwise to sue unto your grace than 
alonely by these my most humble letters, until your 
grace's said affairs shall be partly overpast. Most 
humbly beseeching your majesty in the mean season 
mercifully to accept this my most obedient suit, and 
to extend your accustomed pity and gracious good- 
ness towards my said poor husband and me, who 
never hath, nor, God willing, never shall offend your 
majesty, but continually pray for the prosperous estate 
of the same long time to remain and continue 
Your most bond woman, 

Elizabeth Cbomwbll* 



LETTER LXXIII. 

Queen Anne qfCleves to King Henry the Eightlu 
A.D. 1540. 

[domestic BEC0RD6, TEMP. HENRY VIII. NO. 204. STATE PAPBB 
OFFICE.] 

*^* The following curious letter was written by the most prudent, 
perhaps because the most phlegmatic, of the wives of Henry YIII., 
when her hour arrived to be separated from him. It is written with 
much tact and accommodation to the weak points of the king's cha- 
racter. The circumstances connected with it are too well known to 
need comment. It is endorsed in Wriothesley's hand : ^ Copy of the 
Lady Anne's first letter to the king's majesty." 



Pleaseth your most excellent majesty to under- 
stand that, whereas, at sundry times heretofore, I 
have been informed and perceived, by certain lords 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 161 

and others of your grace'^s council, of the doubts and 
questions which have been moved and found in our 
marriage ; and how hath petition thereupon been 
made to your highness by your nobles and commons, 
that the same might be examined and determined by 
the holy clergy of this realm ; to testify to your high- 
ness by my writing, that which I have before promised 
by my word and will, that is to say, that the matter 
should be examined and determined by the said clergy; 
it may please your majesty to know that, though this 
case must needs be most hard and sorrowful unto me, 
for the great love which I bear to your most noble 
person, yet, having more regard to God and his 
truth than to any worldly affection, as it beseemed 
me, at the beginning, to submit me to such exami- 
nation and determination of the sidd clergy^ whom I 
have and do accept for judges competent in that 
behalf. So now being ascertained how the same clergy 
hath therein given their judgment and sentence, I 
knowledge myself hereby to accept and approve the 
same, wholly and entirely putting myself, for my state 
and condition, to your highness'* goodness and plea- 
sure ; most humbly beseeching your majesty that, 
though it be determined that the pretended matrimony 
between us is void and of none effect, whereby I 
neither can nor will repute myself for your grace'^s 
wife, considering this sentence (whereunto I stand) 
and your majesty's clean and pure living with me, yet 
it will please you to take me for one of your most 
humble servants, and so to determine of me, as I may 
sometimes have the fruition of your most noble 
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presence ; whicU as I shall esteem for a great benefit^ 
3o» my lords and others of your majefity''s council, now 
being with me» have put me in comfort thereof ; and 
that your highness will take me for your sister ; for 
the which I most humbly thank you accordiDgly. 

Thusj most gracious prince, I beseech our Lord God 
to send your majesty long life and good health, to 
God's glory, your own honour, and the wealth of 
this noble realm. 

From Richmond, the 11th day of July, the 82nd 
year of your majesty's most noble reign* 
Your majesty's most humble 
sister and servant, 

Anne, the daughter of Cleves. 



Since conieiDpomiieDUB elironidcH arQ entirely ailenfi on Ibe 
fortunes of Anne of Cleves during the reign of Edward VI., tlie Col- 
lowing aliglit particolara^ extracted fi-om one of tbe Privy Couueil 
books of that period, may not be unaceeptable.'* Under the date of tlie 
7tli of April, 1547» ofscurs a miemcirandnm that letters were addressed 
to Sir George Harperi signifying the king's conic ntatiou that the Lady 
Anne of Cleves should bave the use of doer and wood in tlie park of 
Penshurst, in form as she now hath Bletchingley, A veiy respectful 
lotteir woe written to her by the couneilt which In the MS. is given 
in full The purport of tfc is to request ber^ as tho condition of conu 
pliance^ to receive Sir Thomas Ca warden, Knight, as her tenant at 
Bletchingley, under a rent of 34/. lbs, 2rf., and referring her to Sir 
John Gnildfordj her chamberlain, for a fuller explanation of ihoir 
v?ishes.^* 

The next entry proves that the cx-quDen was an occasional visitor 

"It may be also noted that tlie book of paymentB hy tlio treasurer 
of tlie king's household, from the 29th to the a3rd of Henry VlII., 
Arundel MS. 97 j contains many entries relating to her| about and 
snbaeqnent to the time of her arrival in England, See ff, 100, 100b, 
102b, 112, IIG^ 135, 140b, 14 2h, 152b, I63b, 179b, 192, 

^ Hnjleian MS. 352, foL 22, 



at the court of her stepson, and that she herself was aat too waoKj 
of the precincts of royalty to make these Tints a sabjeot of special 
leqnest On the 20!li June, 1550, *The La^ Anne of CtereSy fw 
answer to her regueei^. isfappoiiitod t» be at the coort on. Tfanrsdigr 
next, the 26th of this present"* One of hor objects in this visit seems 
to have been to soUcit peconiary aid from Elng Edward ; for nine days 
afterwards oeenrs 'A wa rr ant to pay ontothe Lady Aame of Clevci 
400/., given her b^ the king's majesty towards the payment of her 
debts, at the suit of ike Duke of Cleves."^ The next time she applied 
for pecuniary aid, she was less civHIy treated. On the 8th of August, 
1552, the king and court being then at Waltham, a letter was sent 
*^ to the lady Anne of Qeves^ signi^nng unto her that the king's 
majesty hath been pleased to grant the confirmation of certain leases 
given by her to three of her servants. And that, as touching her 
request for the payment of the pensions of divers her servants, for 
that his highness is presently in progress^ and resolved not to be 
troubled with payments until his return, the same cannot be satisfied 
until his majesty's coming to London."*: 

No other entries of interest occur in this volume, which termi- 
nates soon afterwards. A few scattered notices concerning her are 
to be found amongst the domestic records in the State Paper Office, 
bnt not of any great interest. 



LETTER LXXIV. 

ElizcAeth, Duchess of Norfolk, to the Earl ofWestmoreland. 
A.D. 1541. 

[MISCBLL. l.ETTKBS,PrKST SERIES, VOL. I. NO. 103.. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Or%g%ndl.'\ 

*•• It will bet xttuembered that the Earl of Westmoreland^ to 
whom the present letter is addressed, was the early plighted lover of 
the Duchess of Norfolk, and afterwards her brother-iik-law. He 
seems to have been the only person who, in the midst of all her per- 
versity, still took an interest in her fortunes. 

^ Harleian MS. 352, fol. 101. 
b Ibid. fol. 103b. « Ibid. fol. 253b. 
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My lord of Westmoreland, 

In my most loving wise I commend me unto you, 
and I heartily thank you for the great pain you took 
lor me, which I shall never forget ; and I desire you, 
my lord, to make no more suit to my lord my hus- 
band, for there shall no prisonment make me to lie 
on myself: I have been so well used to it this seven 
years, that I care not for it. 

And I do send you by this bearer two dishes of 
almond butter, and one to my sister, and an other to 
my niece, Dorothy ; and wafer-cakes to you and to 
my sister, and to the gentlewomen ; and four dozen 
cakes to be delivered to Mistress Daniejl. And I do 
send by this bearer to my sister, a gold ring, and to 
my niece, Dorothy, a bow royal of gold. I pray 
you, if you see mine uncle of Huntingdon, have me 
heartily recommended unto him and to mine aimt.* 
I pray God that I may break my prisonment that I 
have had this seven year, that I may come abroad 
and see my friends. No more to you at this time ; 
but I pray God send you as well to fare as I would 
myself. 

Written at Redbum, the 11th day of April, 

By your poor loving sister-in-law, during my life, 

E. Norfolk. 

» George Hastings, Earl of HantiogdoD^ who married the Lady 
Anne Stafford, sister to the duchess' father, Edward Duke of 
Buckingham. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Margaret J Queen of Scotland, to King Henry the Eighth, 
A.D. 1541. 

{SCOTLAND BOTAL LEITSBS, VOL. I. MO. 41. STAXE PAPER OFFICE. * 

Original,'] 

Right excellent, right high, right mighty prince, 
and our dearest brother. 

In oiui most hearty manner we recommend us unto 
you. This poor religious man, friar Joachim, some- 
time sacrist of the holy sepulchre of our Lord Jesu, 
in Jerusalem, and now monk of the abbey called and 
entituled, of Our Lady of Grace, situate betwixt the 
cities of Jerusalem and Damascus, lately come within 
this realm of Scotland with patent letters of the 
patriarch of Jerusalem, making him procurator for 
the said religion, to ask and receive alms from all 
Christian people, for the redemption and relieving of 
the abbot and convent of the said abbey of the order 
of St. Basil, violently taken and withholden in prison 
by the Saracens, infidels in those parts ; and also for 
the relief of their said abbey, presently holden and 
occupied by the said Infidels; which extends to a 
gross sum of money, as the said letters more fully 
purport. And the said friar Joachim intends pre- 
sently to pass through your realm of England, and 
from thence to his own country. 

Wherefore we exhort and pray you, our dearest 
brother, in our most effectuous manner, that, for this 
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our special request, you please to give and grant your 
safe conduct and firee pai»port vato the said friar 
Joachim and his servants, to pass freely through your 
said reahn, and with yotir licenoe to proonre and 
receive alms from your lieges, to the effect foresaid, 
without any impediment or displeasure to be done to 
him or his servants by any of your Ueges or subjects, 
and the which we believe surely you will cause be 
done, not only for this our request, but much more 
for the merit and reward of God, to relieve Christian 
men forth of thraldom of infidek, enemies to the 
faith of Christ Jesu. 

Right excellent, right high, right mighty prinoe, 
and our dearest brother, eternal God have you in HQs 
blessed and eternal protection. 

At Edinburgh, subscribed with our hand, "mad 
under our signet, the first day of March, the year of 
God 1540 years.* 

Your loving sister, 

.MABOAnr R. 

To the Right Excellent, Right High 
and Mighty Prince^ and our 
dearest brother, the King of , 

England. 

* The true date, according to our present mode of reekoniiig^ ii 
1 541 . Both m England and Scothtnd, the Ibgal jear £d not fi* tidi 
period eommenee tiU March 25th, co arwqpait l)^ all dseoMMli 
written between January the 1st and that day mwt he aas^^ned to a 
year later than the given date. 
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LETTEK LXXVI. 

Quern Margaret to King Henry the Eighth, 
A.D. 1541. 

[BOTAL LETIEBS SOOTLAKD, VOL. I. ABI. 42. SliLIB PAPEB OFFIOE. 

Holograph.'] 

\* The following is the last letter known to have been penned by 
the ready, though *^ eyil hand " of Queen Margaret. It announces 
the death of her two grandsons, Arthur, Duke of Albany, and Jiames^ 
Grown Prince of Scotland, which took place within a few wedcs of 
each other. Margaret did not long surviye this sad event. She 
died at Methven Castle, the residence of her third husband, on the 
24th of November, 1541. 



Dearest brother, the king, 

In my most humble manner I recommend me to 
yom* grace, whom please to wit I have received your 
writing, and understands the same, whereof I thank 
your grace of your good mind towards me, your 
sister. 

Pleaseth you, dearest brother, here hath been 
great displeasure for the death of the prince and his 
brother, both with the king, my dearest son, and the 
queen his wife; wherefore I have done great dili- 
gence to put them in comfort, and is never from 
them, but ever in their company, whereof they are 
very glad. Herefore I pray your grace to hold me 
excused, that I write not at length of my matters at 
this time^ because I can get no leisure ; but I trust 
you will stand my friend and loving brother, and'thaft 
I getnohurt in nothing that I wxiie to your gzace, 
nor that ycni will not write sothii^ heLaofpag ma^ 
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your sister, to the king, my son, without I be first 
advertised, and that it be with my advice ; praying 
your grace, dearest brother, that it will please you 
to do this for me, your sister, and I am, and shall be, 
ever ready at my power to do your grace's will and 
pleasure. But I am afraid that I put your grace to 
great pain and travail to read my oft writing and my 
evil hand; praying your grace to pardon me of the 
same, and that it will please you, dearest brother, to 
keep secret any writings that I send, for otherwise it 
may do me great hurt, which I trust your grace will 
not do to me, your sister, seeing I am remaining in 
this realm; as God knows, whom preserve your 
grace. 

Written at Stirling, the 12th day of May. 
Your loving sister, 

Margaret R. 

To the King's Grace, my dearest brother. 

Endorsed — " The Queen Dowager of Scotland to the Hug's Majesty^ 
12th May, 1541." 



LETTER LXXVII. 



Elinor, Countess of Rutland, to her Father, Sir WiUiam 
Paston. 

[PASTON LETTERS, DOUCE MS., NO. 393, FOL. 98. BODLETAlf LIBBABT, 

OXFORD, OriginalJ} 

Jesus. 
Father, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me unto you, 

desiring you of your daily blessing. And right glad 
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I hear of your good amendment, which is much to my 
comfort, trusting in God that the worst is past with 
you. And concerning the young gentleman which I 
wrote unto you of, I hear now say that long before 
this time he was in communication with Sir William 
Sidney for one of his daughters, and whether they do 
agree or not as yet I cannot fully advertise you, the 
world is so changeable now-a-days. And, howsoever it 
goeth, I trust by your good help, and with the help 
of my lord, to provide her of another as good as he 
is, for in this matter I am in no certainty as yet. The 
queen's grace will be at Enfield on Friday come 
fie'nnightj and remove to the prince's on Saturday 
next after, and come again on Monday. Wherefore, 
if you can conveniently send me some fishes out of 
your parts against the same time, it would come in 
good time, for here is small store. And, for other 
news, I have none but after the old fashion ; and the 
court is merry, thanked be God, as knoweth our Lord, 
who keep you and send you long life and good health 
[to your pljeasure. 

Written at Hallywell, on Shrove Tuesday. 

I pray you to recommend me most humbly unto my 
lady, my mother, and pray her of her daily blessing. 
And concerning the marriage between my lord of 
Westmoreland and my lord,* as yet it is not fully 
accomplished. And how it taketh effect I shall adver- 
tise you by my next letters. 

My sister Elizabeth is yet with me, and prayeth 

* Jane, second daughter of the Karl and Countess of Rutkud, 
married Henry Nerill, Earl of Westmoreland. 

VOL. III. I 
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you of your dwly blessing, and thinketh very Ibng until 

she see you. And my brother John is now [upon the] 

water. 

EuNOB Rutland. 

To my loidng father, Sir 
Wflliam Paston. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 

Elinor, Dowager Cotmtess of Rictland, to Iter FaAer, 
Sir William Paston. a.d. 1544, 

[paston letters, douce MS. Na 393, fol. 97. bodleian librabt, 
OXFORD. Original.'] 

\* On September 20th, 1543, the Earl of Rutland died, leaving 
hy his will, dated August 26th, of the same year, his Comtteas 
his principal executrix. Henry I>igby, named in the prMSBk 
letter, was one of her co-executors. The Countess Elinor BorviTed 
her husband eight years. She died in 1551, and was buried at 
St. Leonard's Church, Shoreditch, London. 



After my humble duty I have received your letters 
by my brother Clement, to my singular comforty where-; 
unto I trust my brother Chaworth hath, by his letters, 
made answer accordingly, signifying unto yon that, 
whereas Henry Digby hath, by his letters^ desired to 
have of me and the other executors the sum of three 
or four hundred pounds in prest, and that he 
thinketh it necessary that I sold one great hundred 
pounds' worth of plate, I have required him ISor 
answer that he shall not only open and declare 
his full mind and purposes in every behalf unto 
you, but also that he shall hear and aeoept four 
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advice and sentence therein, and that then I shall be 
glad to conform myself to such things as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient by both your di»- 
cretions. 

Whereas I have sent up Bridget Huggard to be 
cured, and that without any letter unto you, by reason 
I was uncertain of your repair to London at that time, 
I shall beseech you to be so good, forasmuch as I think 
her disease requires to have present remedy, that you 
will provide that she may (be) helped therein as you 
shall think most convenient. Assuring you that I 
shall not fail to content and pay you for all such cost* 
and charges as you shall be at for the same, by the 
grace of Almighty God. And thus praying you to- 
have me humbly commended to my lady, my mother, 
desiring both your daily blessings, I shall beseech our 
Lord to have you both in his blessed preservation. 

From Beauvoir^ the 15th day of February. 

Elinor Rutland. 

To my father, Sir 
William Paston, 
Knight. 



LETTER LXXIX. 



Queen Catherine Parr to the Council with the King, 
A.D. 1544. 

[CALAIS CORRESPONDENCE, BUNDLE IV. NO. 411 B. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original,^ 

*«* The three following letters were written by Qaeen Catherine 
Parr, when Regent of England, during the expedition undertaken by 
Henr>' VIII. to Calais and Boulogne in 1544. Part of the noblemen 
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of the privy council attended their royal master, while the remainder 
were appointed to assist the queen regent with their adviee. Between 
the council with the king and that with the queen, a frequent cor- 
respondence was maintained. 



Katherine the Queen, K.P. 
Bight trusty and right well-beloved cousins and trusty 
and right well-beloved, 

We greet you well. Letting you wit that having 
received your letters of the 23rd of this present, we 
have by the same had singular comfort^ as well to 
perceive thereby the state of health my lord the king^s 
majesty was in at that present, as also the good begin- 
ning of success of his grace's affiurs there ; for your 
joyful news whereof we give unto you our right hearty 
thanks. And forasmuch as, touching the other con- 
tents of your said letters, we have presently written 
at length unto my said lord, the king's majesty, we 
forbear to repeat the same unto you, not doubting 
but that his highness will communicate the same unto 
you accordingly. Given under our signet at my said 
lord the king's majesty's honour of Hampton Court, 
the 25th day of July, the 36th year of his majesty's 
most noble reign. 

To our right trusty and well-beloved, 
the Council attendant on my Lord 
the King's Majesty's most noble person. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Queen Catherine Parr to King Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1544. 

[CALAIS COB&BSPONDENCE, BUNDLE IV. NO. 415. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

OriginaLI 

Pleaseth it your majesty to be advertised, this 
afternoon were brought unto me letters from your 
majesty's lieutenant of the north, declaring the appre- 
hension of a Scottish ship by certain fishermen of Rye, 
and in the same certain Frenchmen and Scots, being 
sent with divers letters and credence towards the 
French king and others in France. And because I 
thought this taking of them, with the interception of 
the said letters, to be of much importance for the 
advancement of your majesty's affairs, ordained (I 
doubt not) of God, as well to the intent your high* 
ness might thereby certainly understand the crafty 
dealing and juggling of that nation, as also mete with 
the same after such sort as to your high wisdom shall 
be thought most convenient ; I have presently sent 
such of the said letters as, upon the view of the same, 
appeared of most importance unto your majesty. 
There are a great number of other letters to the 
French King and others, both from the dowager ^ and 
others, but they are either of the same effect that 
these be which I have sent unto your majesty, or 
general letters only for credence. My lords of your 
majesty's council have sent to have certain of the chief, 
both of the Scots and Frenchmen, sent up, upon whose 

» Mary of Gaise. 
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examination your majesty shall be farther advertised 
with diligence. 

My lord prince and the rest of your majesty's 
children are all, thanks be to God, in very good health. 
And thus with my most humble commendations unto 
your majesty, I pray Almighty God have the same in 
his most blessed keeping. From your majesty's honour 
of Hampton Court, the last day of July, the 36th 
year of your majesty'^s most noble reign. 
Your grace'^s most humble 

loving wife and servant, 

Katherinb the Quern, K.P. 

To the Klng^s most 
Excellent Majesty. 



LETTER LXXXI. 

Queen Catherine Parr to King Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1544. 

{CALAIS COSBBSPONDENCE, BUNDLE T. NO. 425 B. STATE PAPEB OFFICB» 

Ortytnol] 

Pleaseth it your majesty to be advertised, albeit I 
had at this present none occurrents of importance to 
be signified unto your highness, your realm being, 
thanks be to Almighty God, in very good order and 
quiet ; yet forasmuch as Richard Higham is at this 
time dispatched hence unto your majesty with a mats 
of 30,000/. ; I thought it my duty to advertise your 
majesty of the sending of the same ; praying Almighty 
God to send your majesty continuance of health and 
mo0t prosperous success in all your highness^ most 
noble enterprises. My lord prince and the rest of 
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your majesty^s children be in very good health. And 

thus, with my most humble commendations unto your 

niajesty* I pray Almighty God have the same in his 

most blessed keeping. From your majesty^s honour 

of Hampton Court, the 25th of August, the 36th year 

of your majesty's most noble reign. 

Your majesty'*s most humble 

loving wife and servant, 

Katherine the Queen, K.P. 

To the King's most 
Excellent Majesty. 



In the State Paper Office are two other letters of Queen Catherine 
Parr, whilst regent in England ; the insertion of which in the present 
Yolumes is waived, in deference to the wishes of the Commission for 
the publication of State Papers, who intend to print them in their 
forthcoming volume of Calais Correspondence. One of these is 
dated July 25th, and addressed to the king. The queen informs him 
that the lords of her council had taken orders for sending over 
40,000/. to him, and that they would have 4000 men in readinees to 
send at an hour's notice. The ccMiduding partgraph, which is entirely 
in the handwriting of Queen Catherine, is as follows, — ** I can do no 
less but advertise your majesty of the good diligence of your coun^ 
seUors here, who taketh much pain in the setting forth of your 
highncBs's affairs, according to their most bound duties, not doubting 
but all things shall be accomplished to your grace's will and 
pleasure."* 

The second letter, dated August 6th, is addressed to the council 
with the king, informing them that the lords of her council haTS 
taken orders for sending over 2000 shovels, if they could get so 
many, and for transporting lead to Calais, &e.^ 

Amongst the Cottonlan MSS.« is an original letter from Henry 
yill. to Catherine Parr, dated <<Before Boulogne, September 8tli, 
1544." It contains a reply^ to a request from the queen to be per- 

ji Calais Corree^ondence, bundle iv. art. 4U A. 
*» Ibid, bundle v. art. 420 a. 
« Caligula E. iv; fol. 65. 
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mitted to haye the attendance of certain persons in her chamber^ in 
lieu of others who were soffering from indisposition. The king saya 
he will leave it to her own choice ; for though he did not think them 
meet to he formally admitted into her service, yet she might taks 
them into her chamber to pass the time with her at play, or aeoom* 
pany her in her recreations during his absence. The latter part or 
this letter is printed by Miss Strickland.* 



LETTER LXXXII. 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr. 
A.D. 1544. 

[cotton ms.5 otho., c. X. FOL. 231. Holograph, Italian, burnt. 

SUPPLIED from smith US. NO. 68, FOL. 49. BODLEIAN LIBRA&T.} 

*J^ This epistle, which is in elegant Italian, was written to Quees 
Catherine Parr, as regent, in 1544, during the absence of Henry 
VIII. The cause of the long absence of the princess from the court 
of her step-mother, of which she complains, has not trani^ired. 



Inimical fortune, envious of all good and ever 
revolving human aflTairs, has deprived me for a whole 
year of your most illustrious presence, and, not thus 
content, has yet again robbed me of the same good ; 
which thing would be intolerable to me, did I not 
hope to enjoy it very soon. And in this my exile,. 
I well know that the clemency of your highness has 
had as much care and solicitude for my health as the 
king's majesty himself. By which thing I am not 
only bound to serve you, but also to revere you with 
filial love, since I understand that your most illus- 
trious highness has not forgotten me every time you 
have written to the king's majesty, which, indeed, it 
* (^eens of Enghmd, vol. ▼. p. 51. 
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was my duty to have requested from you. For here- 
tofore I have not dared to write to him. Wherefore 
I now humbly pray your most excellent highness, 
that^ when you write to his majesty, you will conde- 
scend to recommend me to him« praying ever for his 
sweet benediction, and similarly entreating our Lord 
God to send him best success^ and the obtaining of 
victory over his enemies, so that your highness and 
I may, as soon as possible, rejoice together with him 
on his happy return. No less pray I God, that he 
would preserve your most illustrious highness; to 
whose grace, humbly kissing your hands, I offer and 
recommend myself. 

From St. James'^s, this 31st of July. 

Your most obedient daughter, and most 
faithful servant, 

Elisabeth* 



LETTER LXXXIIL 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr, 
A.D. 1544. 

[smith MS. IfO. 68, FOL. 51. BODLEIAN LIDRAKT.] 

To our most noble and virtuous queen • Catherine, 
Elisabeth, her humble daughter, wisheth per- 
petual felicity and everlasting joy. 
Not only knowing the effectuous will and fervent 
zeal, the which your highness hath towards all godly 
learning, as also my duty towards you, most gracious 
I 2 
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and sovereign prmoess ; but knowing also, thait pusil- 
lanimity and idleness are most repugnant unto a 
reasonable creature, and that (as the philosophy 
sayeth) even as an instrument of iron or of other 
metal waxeth socm rusty, unless it be continually 
occupied ; even so shall the wit of a man or a woman 
wax dull and unapt to do or understand any thing 
perfectly, unless it . be always occupied upon some 
manner of study. Which things coBfadered, hatii 
moved so small a portion as God hath lent me, to 
prove what I could do. And, therefore, have I (as 
for essay or beginning, following the right notable 
raying of the proverb aforesaid) translated this little 
book out of French rhyme into En^ish prose, join- 
ing the sentences together, as well as the capacity 
of my simple wit and small learning could extend 
themselves. 

The which book is entitled or named, " The Mir- 
ror, or Glass, of the Sinful Soul,'' wherein is con- 
tained, how she (beholding and contemplating what 
she is), doth perceive how, of herself and her own 
strength, she can do nothing that good is^ or pre- 
vaileth for her salvation, unless it be through the 
grace of God, whose mother, daughter, sister, and 
wife, by the Scriptures, she proveth herself to be. 
Trusting also that, through his incomprehensible 
love, grace, and mercy, she (being called from sin to 
repentance), doth faithfully hope to be saved. And 
although I know that, as for my part which I have 
wrought in it (as well spiritual as manual), there is 
nothing done as it should be, nor else worthy to 
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come in your grace's hands, but rather all unperfect 
and uncorrect ; yet do I trust also thati howbeit it 
is like ft work which is but new begun and shapes, 
that the file of your excellent wit and godly learn- 
ing, in the reading of it (if so it vouchsafe your 
highness to do), shall rub out, polish, and mend (or 
else cause to mend), the words (or rather the order 
of my writing), the which I know, in many places, 
to be rude, and nothing done as it should be. But 
I hope that, after to have been in your grace's 
hands, there shall be nothing in it worthy of repre- 
hension, and that in the mean while no other (but 
your highness only), shall read it or see it, lest my 
faults be known of many. Then shall they be better 
excused (as my confidence is in your grace'*s accus- 
tomed benevolence), than if I should bestow a whole 
year in writing or inventing wajrs for to excuse them. 

Praying God Almighty, the Maker and Creator of 
all things, to grant unto your highness the same 
New Year's day, a lucky and a prosperous year, 
with prosperous issue, and continuance of many years 
in good health and continual joy, and all to his 
honour, praise, and glory. 

From Ashridge, the last day of the year of our 
Lord God, 1544. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
Queen Catherine Parr to Princess Mary. a.d. 1544f« 

[OOTION MS. YSSPASIAN, F. III. ABT. 35, FOL. 29. Loiin,} * 

*«* The translation of the paraphrase of ^ Erasmus on the Gospel 
of St John" into English, by the Catholic Queen Mary, forms one 
of those anomalies which would scarcely be credited, did it not rest 
on undoubted authority. The following is an extract firom the pre- 
face, by Udal, in whose name the translation was at length giyen to 
the world, dedicated to Queen Catherine Parr :— 

** And in this behalf like as to your highness, most noble Qneen 
Catherine, for causing these paraphrases of the most famous derk, 
and most godly writer, Erasmus of Rotterdam, to be translated into 
our vulgar language, England can never be able to render thanks 
sufficient ; so may it never be able, as her deserts require, enough to 
praise and magnify the most noble, the most virtuous, the most 
witty, and the most studious Lady Mary's grace, daughter of the 
late most puissant and victorious King Henry the Eighth, &c. ; it 
may never be able, I say, enough to praise and magnify her grace for 
taking such great study, pain, and travail, in translating this ptrir 
phrase of the said Erasmus upon the Grospel of John, at your high- 
ness' special contemplation, as a' number of right well-leamed men 
both would have made courtesy at, and also would^ have brought to 
worse frame in the doing." 

Francis Mallet, to whom the princess was indebted for aid in her 
work, was promoted by her, when queen, to the deanery of Linoohi, 
and her death alone prevented his elevation to the see of Salisbiirj.. 



Although, most noble and dearest lady, there are 

many reasons that easily induce my writing to yoa 

at this time, yet nothmg so greatly moves me thereto 

as my concern for your health ; which, as I hope 

it is very good, so am I greatly desirous to be 

assured thereof. 

• There is another copy of this letter in Smith MS. 68, foL 63. 
Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
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Wherefore, I despatch to you this messenger, 
who will be (I judge) most acceptable to you, not 
only from his skill in music, in which you, I am weU 
aware, take as much delight as myself, but also 
because, having long sojourned with me, he can give 
the most certain information of my whole estate and 
health. And, in truth, I have had it in mmd before 
this to have made a journey to you and salute you 
in person ; but all things do not correspond with my 
will. Now, however, I hope this winter, and that 
ere long, that, being nearer, we shall meet; than 
which, I assure you, nothing can be to me more 
agreeable, and more to my heart's desire. 

Now since, as I have heard, the finishing touch 
(as far as translation is concerned) is given by Mal- 
let to Erasmuses work upon John, and nought 
now remains but that proper care and vigilance 
should be taken in revising, I entreat you to send 
over to me this very excellent and useful work, now 
amended by Mallet, or some of your people, that 
it may be committed to the press in due time ; and 
farther, to signify whether you wish it to go forth 
to the world (most auspiciously) under your name, or 
as the production of an unknown writer. To which 
work you will, in my opinion, do a real injury, if you 
refuse to let it go down to posterity under the aus- 
pices of your own name, since you have undertaken 
so much labour in accurately translating it for the 
great good of the public, and would have undertaken 
still greater (as is well known) if the health of your 
body had permitted. 
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. And, smce all the world knows that jon have 
toiled and laboured much m this business, I do not 
see why yon should repudiate Uiat praise which 
all men justly confer on you. Howeyer, I leave this 
whole matter to your discretion, and, whatever reso- 
lution you may adopt, that will meet my fiiUest 
approbation. 

For the purse, which you have sent me as a present, 
I return you great thanks. I pray God, the 
greatest and best of beings, that He deign to bless 
you iminterruptedly with true and unalloyed hai^« 
ness. May you long fare well in him. 

From Hanworth, 20th of September. 

Most devotedly and lovingly yours, 

Catherine the Queen, K.P. 



LETTER LXXXV. 



Catherine, Countess of Westmoreland^ to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, a.d. vers. 1544. 

[TiXBOT PAPEBS, TOL. B. FOL. 18. COLLEGE OF ARMS. Ort^oL} 

*«* The Countess of Westmoreland was the seeond dan^iter of 
Bdward, Duke [of Backingham, and given in marriage to Bal^, 
Earl of Westmoreland, to compensate him for his disappointment, 
when her elder sister Elizabeth, to whom he had been preyioualy 
plighted, was given in marriage to Thomas, Earl (^ Surrey, after- 
wards 4tii Duke of Norfolk. She had a large family of Bevmi sons 
and nine daughters. She died on Tuesday, May 14th, 1555, and was 
buried the following Friday at St. Leonard's, Shoreditch.* 

The residenoe of tiie countesa at Colbrandspath exposed her 4e 

^HarleianMS. 897,f61. 80. 
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occasional perils^ in the often disturbed state of the northern counties. 
Thomas Tempest, writing on one occasion to the Duke of Norfolk, 
detailing some disturbances that had arisen on account of the absence 
of the Bishop of Durham and £arl of Westmoreland, adds, — " My 
lady of Westmoreland, with such counsel as she taketh to her, 
stayeth the country here fw a time ; I assure your lordship, she 
rather playeth the part of a knight than of a lady, as your lordship 
shall well perceive at your coming hither."*^ 

The Earl of Shrewsbury, to whom the present letter is addressed, 
was appointed lieutenant of the North in the year 1544. 



After my most hearty recommendations mito your 
good lordship, this shall be to advertise the same 
that my servant, Ninian Meuvill, the bringer hereof, 
who is a gentleman, and is very desirous to serve the 
king'^s majesty on the borders fore anenst Scotland. 
Wherefore, my lord, I pray you that you would, at 
this mine instance and desire, admit him to be a 
eaptain upon the said borders. Trusting that he 
will so use himself therein^ or in any other business 
that it shall please your lordship to put him unto, if it 
be belonging a gentleman to do, that you shall be 
contented therewith, or else I would be right loath to 
write thus in his £Gkvour. And Almighty God pre- 
serve your good lordship. From Brandspath, the 
25th day of April. 

Your loving cousin, 

Catherine Westmobeland. 

To the Bight Honourable and my very 
good lord, the King's Majesty's Lieu- 
tenant, be this given. 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 1st seriefl^ voL iy. £ol. 15. State Paper Office. 
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LETTER LXXXVL 

Lady Eleanor aDonsl to King Henry VII L 
A.D. 1545. 

[IRISH CORRESPONDENCE, TOL. YI. ART. 61. 8XATB PAPER OFPIGB. 

Original.'l 

*^* Lady Eleanora O'Donel, or Fitz Gerald, as she was genenlly 
called," was the daughter of Gerald Fitz Gerald, 9th Earl of Kildare, 
of whom mentioii has already been made. Irish-bom and Irish- 
bred, she inherited the warmth and impetuosity of the natives of the 
Emerald Isle. She was twice married ; first to an Irish ehieflaiiiy 
called M'Charty Reagh, by whom she had a son; and again to 
Manus O'Donel, who, on the death of his father, Sir Hugh O'Donel, 
in 1537, was elected by the people of Tyrconnel to succeed him as 
chief of the O'Donel clan, and, according to custom, was inangn- 
rated on a stone near the church of Kilmacrenan.^ This nobleinan 
long remained faithful to Henry VIII. during the Geraldine reheSr 
lion,<= but his wife was too warmly interested in the &te of her 
kindred to act with equal prudence. Her present petition for pardon 
was inclosed in a letter from the Privy Council of Ireland to the 
Council of England, dated May 6th, 1545, in which the foDowing 
mention occurs of Lady O'DoneL*^ *^ It may also please your noble 
lordships, that the late Earl of Kildare's sister, M'Charty Reagh's 
mother, which, for displeasure of her brethren and family's just 
punishment, hath been taken to be a practiser and procorer of dis- 
contentions and wars here, having made oft suit unto na for her 
pardon, at this present, upon our safe conduct, which we granted 
her in respect of the time, to allure her from any practioe in the 
south parts, where great bruit is of the arrival of the Frenehmen, 

" In March 7th, 1551, she received a penmen from Edward YL of 
30Z. a-year for life, the patent of which was granted to her as the 
Lady Eleanora Fitzgerald. Patent Roll, 5 Edward YI. part. 2. 

^ Ware's History of Ireland, p. 98. 

<: Several letters from him to Henry are preserved in the 3rd volume 
of the Irish Correspondence, State Paper Office^ and one in the 4th, 
art. 58. 

<* Irish Correspondence, vol vi. art. 62. 
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we shall beseech your most honourable good lordship that, aeeord« 
ingly, considering she is but a woman, and yet we, haying great 
regard to her parentage, would not condescend to 'pardon her here, 
to move the king's majesty for his most gracious pardon to her, 
whereby she may repose herself, and so be put out of fear, and 
thereby have occasion to relinquish her old £uitasie8«" 

The solicited pardon was granted and sent over in the month of 
August the same year.' 

My most humble and lowly duty premised, it 
may please you, most dread sovereign lord, to be 
advertised that, where I acknowledge myself highly 
to have offended your princely magnificence, and, 
rather by ignorance than presumption, also committed 
the thing which stood not with the duty of mine alle- 
giance ; yet, considering your most kingly clemency, 
extended to all sorts, and such especially as with 
incorrupt heart submit themselves unto your accus- 
tomed mercy, I, your grace's humble oratrice and 
subject, most lowly beseech your highness, in the 
honour of God, to remit my said offences ; and, 
having respect to my present unfeigned repentance, 
to grant me, poor gentlewoman, your majesty's most 
gracious pardon and forgiveness ; which, for the 
better obtaining of the same, I have, these two years 
past, continually made diligent suit and request ta 
your grace's deputy and council here, to be peti- 
tioners to your majesty in my behalf ; yet, for that 
they have taken me to be an offendress, as I myself 
confess the same, and to have continued in the far 
parts of this your realm, amongst the M^Charties, 
they have refused to write unto your highness in my 

*■ Irish G}rrespondence, art, 72. 
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behalf, and yet, in hope both of ytntr princelj mercy, 
iEuid my unfeigned reconciliation, have granted me 
'^e-conduct to repair into your majesty's English 
pale, and there to remain at place by them assigned, 
till your majesty's determinate pleasure be farther 
signified herein. It may, therefore, please your most 
kingly goodness, in granting this my humble suit, as 
well to consign my warrant, sent herewith, with your 
majesty's most gracious hand, as to signify also your 
high pleasure unto your said deputy and council eaa* 
oeming the same ; whereby I may not only stand in 
assurance of your most gracious pardon and renuauoa 
for mine offences^ but also freely resort within the 
body of your said realm^ that thereby I might at 
least avoid the often suspect causeless conceived 
against me by continual demoring (dwelling) in the 
extreme confines of this your land. That knoweth 
Almighty God, who long preserve your most noble 
grace in all honour and felicity to reign. From 
Malahide, beside Dublin, the 4th of May. 

Your majesty's most humble subject, 
and beadswoman, 

Eleanor Frrz Gbrai<d. 
To the King's most Excellent Majesty. 
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LETTER LXXXVIL 

Elizabeth, Dtickeu of Norfolk^ to her brother, Lord 

Stafford. 

[cotton MS. TITUS, B. 1, FOL. 162. Origtndl.'\ 

%* The postscript of the following letter, which is in the hand- 
writing of the duchess, baffles all attempts to decipher it satisfactorily, 
for when she does take pen in hand herself, it is after the strangest 
fashion, and it would be difficult to find any writing, oTcn of the 
period of Henry VIII., that so completely sets all rules of orthogra- 
phy and penmanship at defiance. The present attempt to detect her 
meaning in this postscript is probably a failure ; the original ortho- 
graphy is subjoined. 

It would seem that the character of the duchess was softened 
down towards the close of her life, since her brother consented to 
confide one of his daughters to her care. The last recorded notice 
of her is her presence, in October 1557, at the funeral of Mary, 
Countess of Sussex ; but, oyer wayward and eccentric, she and her 
gentlewomen, who occupied the next place to the chief mourner^ 
appeared in coloured habiliments, instead of the usual garb of 
sorrow.' On her decease in 1558, her brother, Lord Stafiford, had 
the following epitaph engrayed on her tombstone in Howard Chapel^ 
Lambeth. 

** Grood Duchess of Norfolk, the Lord have mercy upon thee, who 
died at Lambeth, the last of Noyember. 

Farewell, good lady and sister dear. 

In earth we shall neyer meet here ; 

But yet, I trust, with God's grace. 

In heayen we shall deserye a place. 

Yet thy kindness shall neyer depart. 

During my life, out of my heart 

Thou wast to me, both far and near, 

A mother, a sister, a friend most dear. 

And to all thy friends most sure and fast. 

When fortune had sounded his froward blast ; 

• MS. X. xyl fol. 266. Heralds' College. 
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And to the poor a very mother, 
More than was known to any other ; 
Which is thy treasure now at this day, 
And for thy soul they heartily pray. 
So shall I do, that here remain: 
God thy soul preserve from paiiu 

By thy most tonnden brother, 

Henbt Lord Sxavfosdu" 

The date of the letter is uneertain/e^cept that it must be posterior 
to 1547, when Henry Stafford was restored to the title of Lord 
Stafford. It is evident, from the present letter, that he had several 
daughters, although Dngdale only xiameB Dorothy, who afterwards 
married Sir William Neville, of Ghevey. 

The only recorded good deed of the Dochen of Norfolk iSythiit 
she was a liberal benefactress of Benet's (now Corpos Quoiti) 
College, Cambridge.' 

Good brother of StaflFord, 

I commend me imto you, and would be very glad 
to hear of your health ; and I pray you that I may 
be heartily commended to my good Lady Stafibrd, 
and to shew her that her daughter Susan and your's 
is in good health and merry, and desires your blessnigB. 
Nevertheless this be, good brother, if you send me 
any of your daughters, I pray you to send me my 
niece Dorothy, for I am well acquainted with her 
conditions already, and so I am not with the others ;. 
and she is youngest, too ; and if she be changed, 
therefore, she is better to break as concerning her 
youth. And thus I pray God to send you health 
and as much honour as I would myself. Written at 
Kedbum, the 

By your poor 

sister loving, 
E* Norfolk. 
• Strype'8 Life of Parker, vol I jp. 28. 
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Brother, I pray you to send me my niece Dorothy, 
because I know her conditions — she shall not lack as 
long as I live, an you would be heard by me at (all), 
or else I think you be own kin to the false drab and 
cook ; an not been (had it not been) I had had her to 
my comfort.^ 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Princess Elizabeth to Lord Admiral Seymour. 
Aa>. 1547. 

[leti vita di EnsABETTA, VOL. 1. 1». 171. Italian,'^ 

%* Leti, in writing his Life of Elizabeth^ had evidently access to 
many valuable original letters, some of which j^hare now perished ; 
bni as those which remain prove, on comparison, to have been faith- 
fully, though freely translated by him, there is no reason whatever 
to doubt the authenticity of the remainder, though the originals are 
not known to be in existence, ^e following letter confirms tiia. 
report of our historians, that L^ Seymour proposed marriage to 
Elizabeth immediately on her father's death, even before his hasty 
marriage with the Queen Dowager Catherine' Parr. 



My lord admiral, 

The letter you have written to me is the modi 
obliging, and at the same time the most eloquent in 
the world. And as I do not feel myself competent 

« Postscript in the original orthagrttphy^-^Bvotdet I pi» ymi 
to ssand me my ness dorety by kass I kno har kon dessess 
se sal liot lake hass long bass I leffe and he wold be hordlgr me 
at hor haless I kyng he be hone kyne tha ffaless drab and \ovk 
and nat ben I hade hadehar to my couffert.'' 

The word he is generally used instead of ye or you by the 
duchess. 
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to reply to so many courteous expressions, I shall 
content myself with unfolding to you, in few words, 
my real sentiments. I confess to you that your 
letter, all elegant as it is, has very much surprised 
me ; for, besides that neither my age nor my incli- 
nation allows me to think of marriage, I never could 
have believed that any one would have spoken to me 
of nuptials, at a time when I ought to think of no- 
thing but sorrow for the death of my father. And to 
him I owe so much, that I must have two years at 
least to mourn for his loss. And how can I make up 
my mind to become a wife before I shall have en- 
joyed for some years my virgin state, and arrived at 
years of discretion ? 

Permit me, then, my lord admiral, to tell you 
frankly, that, as there is no one in the world who 
more esteems your merit than myself, or who sees 
you with more pleasure as a disinterested person, so 
would I preserve to myself the privilege of recog- 
nising you as such, without entering into that strict 
bond of matrimony, which often causes one to forget 
the possession of true merit. Let your highness be 
well persuaded that, though I decline the happiness 
of becoming your wife, I shall never cease to interest 
myself in all that can crown your merit with gloiy, 
and shall ever feel the greatest pleasure in being your 
servant, and good friend, 

Elizabbth. 

27ih February, 1547. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to Princess Mary, a.d. 1547. 

[leti vita di elisabetta, tol. I., p. 180. ItdLian^'l 

•«* The occasion of the following letter was the premature 
marriage of Catherine Parr with the Lord Admiral Seymour. 



Princess, and very dear sister, 

You are very right in saying, in your most ac- 
ceptable letters, which you have done me the honour 
t)f writing to me, that, our interests being common, 
the just grief we feel in seeing the ashes, or rather 
the scarcely cold body of the king, our father, 
BO shamefully dishonoured by the queen, our step- 
mother, ought to be common to us also. I cannot 
express to you, my dear princess, how much affliction 
I suffered when I was first informed of this marriage, 
and no other comfort can I find than that of the ne- 
t5essity of submitting ourselves to the decrees of 
Heaven ; since neither you nor I, dearest sister, are 
in such a condition as to offer any obstacle thereto, 
without running heavy risk of making our own lot 
much worse than it is; at least, so I think. We 
have to deal with too powerful a party, who have got 
all authority into their hands, while we, deprived of 
power, cut a very poor figure at court. I think, then, 
that the best course we can take is that of dissimu- 
lation, that the mortification may fall upon those who 
commit the fault. For we may rest assured that 
the memory of the king, our father, being so glo- 
rious in itself, cannot be subject to those stains which 

VOL. III. K 
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can only defile the persons who have wrought them. 
Let us console ourselves by making the best of what 
we cannot remedy. If our silence do us no honour, 
at least it will not draw down upon us such disasters 
as our lamentations might induce. 

These are my sentiments, which the little reason 
I have dictates, and which guides my respectful reply 
to your agreeable letter.'^ With regard to the return- 
ing of visits, I do not see that you, whoare the ^der, 
are obliged to this ; but the position in which I stand 
obliges me to take other measures ; the queen having 
shown me so great affection, and done me so many 
kind offices, that I must use much tact in manoeuvring 
with her, for fear of appearing ungrateful for her 
benefits. I shall not> however, be in any hurry to 
visit her, lest I should be charged with approving 
what I ought to censure. 

However, I shall always pay much deference to 
your instructions and commands, in all which yoQ 
shall think convenient or serviceable to you, as being 
your highnesses &c. &c. 



LETTER XC. 

Lady Hume to Protector Somerset. a.d. 1647« 

XSCOTLAND CORRESPONDENCE, VOL. IT.'aRT. 118. STATE PAPBB OVFICB. 

Holograph,'] 

%* MAri(ni, Lady Hnme, was the daughtdr and co-lieirof Patriek, 
Lord HaUb«rton, and the wife of Gvorge, 8ec<Hid Lwd Hmm, a 
nobleman of great abilities and bravery, which were.partieiilar)jr 
displayed in his resistance to the attempts of the English agaiwt 
Scotland. The patriotism of his wife ^fas, HowcrreTy ti « Vm iet^ 
sive duuACter, as appears- from the foUowing letftWy bywUek'lt 
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18 evident tiiat the Duke of SooMrset, in his invauon of Scot- 
land in 1547, had successfully tampered with her and induced her to 
surrender her husband's castle of Hume. Her only son Alexander, 
-whom 1^ mentions^ sveeeeded his &ther as third Lord Hwne. 

My lord, 

After all lawful commendation of service unto your 
good grace. Pleaseth your grace to be certified I 
have been very sore examined for the rendering of 
the place of Hume, and that my son and I had taken 
money for it, with many other unlawful sayings, which 
were too long to recount to your grace. I answered, 
an (any) man would put reproach to my son and me, 
we would make it to be defended honourably. It 
was said, I sold for thanks, and all my posterity. I 
answered, I marvelled why they thought I could caune 
keep the sober bawnking® of Hume from so puissant 
an army, when all the noble men of the realm could 
not keep the fields. They might see your grace's 
audacity and prudence was as great to come to your 
effect as was the puissant power your grace had in 
guarding. I bad them beware yet, and either debate 
stoutlier nor they had done, or then to do the thing^ 
they thought reason' of before, and not to mfkt the 
realm to go utterly to ruin. I said more nor I may 
write at this time. 

I beseech your grace to shew you a loving prince 
to my son, and to remember your grace promised me 
he should return home hastily with pleasure. I give 
oonfidence to your grace^s faithful promise, for to 
my appearance there seems all truth in your gracej 

■ Probably a diminntive of baum,h sort of fortification. 
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whereof I have good assurance. There is part of 
men that should be friends said many reproaches of 
my son and me, and said, had I suflFered till they had 
spoken with your grace, they had dealt that the 
place had been kept still, and the country in another 
manner nor it was. Your grace knows your own 
mind what you would have done to them. Also, they 
say they have given a prerogative above my sotfs 
assurance, which I will not believe, but your grace 
will do best to us of any other. For your grace shall 
find nothing with us but truth, and that it will like 
your grace to desire my son with no unconvenient ; 
but when your grace comes to your desire, either by 
treaty or by force, your grace shall find (hini) more 
trusty nor they that has promised more. And would 
it like your grace to let my son have the place of 
Hume in keeping till he may daunt part of these men 
that has shewn them unfriends at this time, it shall 
alway be rendered to your grace with a private 
writing, whomto you list command it be given to. 
Ere we fail to your grace, sooner shall we be dead, my 
son's hand being taken bond, not nor the lords would 
not condescend. Since we get displeasure for your 
sake, I believe your grace will be thankful unto us. 

I believe the queen's grace and the governor has 
sent to all quarters they trow will do for them for 
support ; and if they get Hume we will not get it 
again, for that he has made his promise on. Do as 
your grace thinks expedient to us. Will your grace 
do as I write, you shall not rue it. I shall find 
moans that pleasures shall be done to your grace. 
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The last writing I got of your grace, I dare not let 
my lord my husband see it, because it specified ,the 
rendering of Hume and the pledges given. Will it 
like your grace to make me another, specifying we 
shall but live on our own, and molest neither English 
nor Scots ; and if that any (in) Scotland rises to 
pass with them, thus we shall draw my lord to our 
effect when he sees this so reasonable ; and part of 
men alleges they have given their assurance in this 
manner. I beseech your grace, be not miscontent 
with me for my desire, for of verity my mind is good, 
as farther your grace shall ken afterward. Your 
grace's answer humbly I beseech. And the Eternal 
God preserve your grace as your noble heart desires. 

Written of the town of Edinburgh, the 2nd of 
November. 

By your grace'^s servitor lawful, 

Marion Home. 

To my Lord Protector's Grace. 



LETTER XCI. 

Lady Jane Grey to Lord Admiral Seymour, a.d. 1548. 

[domestic RECOBDS, temp. EDW. VI. NO. 81. STATS PAPEA OFFICE. 

Holograph.'^ 

*^ There are few characters in English history fraught with an 
interest so powerful as that of the Lady Jane Grey. The exquisite 
womanliness *and purity of her mind, the refined vigour of her 
intellect, her profound learning and deep piety, comhine to throw a 
charm around her, rendered doubly strong by her untimely fate. 

The present letter has escaped the notice of all the biographers of 
Lady Jane. It was written when she was a child only 11 years 
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old, and is entirely in ber own hand. The peooMoahip ia remark- 
ably beautiful, aa will be seen by the facHsinule prefixed to thia 
volume. The Marquis of Dorset, afterwards Duke of Suffolk, Lady 
Jane's father, had sold the wardship of her to I^Thomaa SeymooTy 
Lord Admiral of England, brother of the protector Somerset, and 
husband of the queen dowager Catherine Parr ;* and shft, of oourse, 
became a member of his household. It is to her guardian that the 
letter is written. 



My duty to your lordship in most humble wiae 
remembered, with no less thanks for the gentle letters 
which I received from you. 

Thinking myself so much bound to your lorddiip for 

your great goodness towards me from time to time, 

that I cannot by any means be able to reeompeiise the 

least part thereof, I purposed to write a few mde 

lines unto your lordship, rather as a token to ehow 

how much worthier I think your lordship's goodaeeflii 

than to give worthy thanks for the same ; and these, 

my. letters, shall be to testify unto you that, like as 

you have become towards me a loving and kind father, 

so I shall be always most ready to obey your godly 

monitions and good instructions, as becometh one 

upon whom you have heaped so many benefits. And 

thus, fearing lest I should trouble your lordship too 

much, I most humbly take my leave of your good 

lordship. 

Your humble servant, during my life, 

Janb Gray. 
To the Right Honourable and my 
aiogular good lord, the Lord Ad- 
miral, give these. Endorsed, 

<< MyUdy Jaiie» Ist Qetoba% 1548.'^ 

• Sir Harris Nicolas, Memoirs of Lady Jane Greg^ p^ zirk 
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LETTER XCIII. 

Ladies Margaret and Jane Seymour toKing Edward VL 
vers. 1548. 

[howabd LETTEBSy P. 276. From ike oriffimal LoHn,^ 

*«* The learned ladies who penned the foUewing letter were the 
daughters of the celebrated Protector Somerset It was one of his. 
faYOurite schemes of ambition to marry the elder of them, Jane, 
to the young king Edward VI., and for this purpose he pro- 
moted familiar intercourse between the cowsins, and educated his 
daughters in a manner consistent with the tastes of the learned young 
Mng. This is proved by their corresponding with him in Latin. 
They, with another of their sisters, were also the authors of some 
verses on the death of Queen Margaret de ValoiSy which gaiB«d 
them considerable literary celebrity. 

At the time of the disgrace of their father, they were residing at 
Skm House, and on their mother's being taJcen prisoner, were iiil»* 
jected to a severe examination, along with their maid, Agnes Cheney, 
before Sir John Gates, the Vice Chamberlain, and Sur Philip Hoby, 
in refwence to the jewels of the duehess^ of which they had been 
tricked by their domestics.* They sank afiunvards into compftraltve 
obscurity, and both died unmarried, Jane having occupied for sotie 
time the post of maid of honour to Queen Elizabeth. 



It cannot be expressed, O ! king most serene, with 
•what hope and joy that literary gift which we have 
received from your highness has overflowed our spirit, 
and V. hat a sharp spur we find it to be, in order to 
embrace those things and to cleave with all labom' and 
sedulousness to those studies wherein we know your 
highness to take so much delight, and to be so deeply 
learned ; wherein we also, whom your serene highness 
wishes to see best instructed, hope to make some 
advancement. And these present tokens of your 
* Fragmenta regalia Addit MS. 5498, ftfl. 26^ d&te, 16th^Nov. 1^51. 
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singular good-will, which no power of words can do 
justice to, show plainly how many thanks are due from 
us, more than many others to your majesty ; should 
we attempt any act or expression of thanks, your 
deserts, always proceeding more and more in perpe- 
tual vicissitude, would not only seem to press upon 
us but would certainly oppress us : especially as wo 
have nothing, nay, we ourselves are nothing, which we 
do not justly owe to your highness. Wherefore, while 
forced to fly to your clemency, we yet doubt not that 
a prince of such heavenly kindness, who has loaded us 
with so many and so great benefits, will also add this 
one, that he will not think that those things are 
bestowed upon ungrateful persons, which belong to a 
grateful spirit. Whereof these letters, which are wont 
to be substitutes for the absent, will be but a faint 
proof; while we pray for all happiness to your high- 
ness, with a long continuance thereof. 

The most devoted servants to your majesty, 

Margaret Seymour, 
Jane Seymour. 



LETTER XCIII. 

Princess Mary to Sir William Faget, Comptroller, 
a.d. vers. 1548. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL, 32. BODLEIAN LIBRARY.] 

Good Mr. Comptroller, 

For so much as my lord protector, and other of tho 
council, promised me heretofore two knights' rooms in 
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Windsor ; the one to take place presently there, and 
the other at the next avoidance, I shall most heartily 
require you to help, that George Brygus, this bearer's 
husband, may be now placed there, and to have the 
fee thereof accordingly. In doing whereof, you shall 
do unto me much pleasure, which, with your other 
gentleness showed to me in times past, I trust to thank 
you for at our next meeting. 

And thus, for lack of leisure at this present, I will 
bid you farewell with my hearty commendations both 
to yourself and your good wife. 

Scribbled at Beaulieu, the 17th of October. 
Your assured friend to my power, 

Mary. 



LETTER XCIV. 

Mary, Duchess of Richmond^ to Secretary Smiths 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic BECOB.DS, TEMP. EDW. VI. ART. 42. STATE PAPER OFFICE.} 

\* The character of Mary, Duchess of Richmond, has been 
greatly reflected upon for the unnatural part she is supposed to 
have taken in the accusation of her father and brother, the Duke 
of Norfolk and Earl of Surrey. The following account, however, 
given by the commissioners who were sent to take possession of 
the Duke of Norfolk's house on his attainder, shows the poignant 
emotions of sorrow which his misfortunes caused her. The com- 
missioners state,*^ that on their arrival, Tuesday, December 11th, 
1546, at Keninghall, << we did declare our desire to speak with the 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland,^ both which we 
found at that time newly risen and not ready. Nevertheless, having 

» Domestic Records, temp. Hen. VIII. No. 834. State Paper Office. 
^ The Bess HoUand of the Duchess of Norfolk's letter. 

K 2 
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knowledge that we would speak with them^ they ' came unto r» 
without delay into the dining chamber, and so we imparted unto 
them the case and condition wherein the said duke and his sen^ 
withmit your great mercy, did stand, wherewith as we fo^nd th^ 
duchess a woman sore perplexed, trembling, and like to fall dawn, 
so coming unto herself again, she was not, we assure your nui- 
jesty, forgetful of her duty, and did most, bombly and reverently 
upon her knees humble herself in all unto your highaesa, Buying 
that although nature constrained her sore to love her father, whom 
she hath ever thought to be a true and faithful subject, and also 
to desire the well-doing of his son, her natural brother, whom she 
noteth to be a rash man, yet, for her part, she would nor will 
hide or conceal any thing from your majesty's knowledge, specially 
if it be of weight, or otherwise, as it shall fall in her remem- 
brance, which she hath promised^ for the better declaration of her 
integrity to exhibit in writing unto your highness's most honeuni))le 
council." The commissioners then state, that they searched the 
chambers and coffers of the duehese, but found no papers of con- 
sequence, and her chambers were, they report, '<so bare as your 
majesty will hardly think ; her jewels, such as she had sold or 
laid to gage, to pay her debts, as she, her maidens, and the almoner 
do say/' In Elizabeth Holland's chamber were found more trin- 
kets, girdles, beads, buttons, rings, &c. but still no papers. The 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland set off that day or the 
next for London. The Countess of Surrey is named as being at 
Keninghall with her children and nursery women, and is daily 
expecting her confinement ; the king's will is consulted as to whether 
she is to remain there or the household to be entirely broken up. 

With reference to her brother, the duchess must either be accused 
of grievous misrepresentation, or the character of the accomplished 
poet, Surrey, will receive a stain, of which it is hard to belteve it 
•capable. In the depositions of Edward Rogers, taken upon the 
trial of Surrey,* it was stated, that when the Admiral of France was 
over. Lady Richmond had discovered unto Sir Gavin Carew a 
strange practice of her brother, by which she was to be sent for to 
court under pretext of marriage with Sir Thomas Seymour, and 
neither to grant nor deny the marriage, but so to comport herself 
that the king might send for her again, so that in time the 'king. 
might possibly be as much attached to her as the French king waa. 
to Madame D'Etampes. 

• Domestic Records^ temp. Hen. YIII. No. 8M. Stale Ftupm 
Office. 
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In another deposition on the same aubjecty the depQEont aays, 
that the reply of the duchess to these suggestions was, that she 
would cut her own throat rather than consent to such a Villany.* 

We have now, however, to regard the character of the dndieal at 
a later period, and in a more favourable light, as the earnest sup* 
porter of the principles of the reformed faith, in behalf of whose 
ministers the following letters were written. 

With my very hearty commendations : these shall 
be to crave of you that at my instance you will content 
yourself to be a mean to my lord'a grace,^ for these 
three licenses which the bearer hereof, my servant, 
diall deliver to you. My suit and theirs is to have 
them, as these said writings make mention, given by 
the king's majesty and my lord's grace, in that thereby 
these poor men's preachings shall be of more authority 
among the people ; whom, if I were not assured to 
be both honest and godly preachers, I would never 
(have) attempted this for them. And yet this I must 
say, that my hap has been ill, for true it is licenses 
have been given to many, neither so humble, learned, 
nor so able to teach the Lord's word truly and purely. 
But now, good Mr. Secretary, I eftsoons crave of you 
that inasmuch my lord'^s grace is content to grant these 
said licenses, in case you will declare that you esteem 
them worthy thereof, that I may find so much favour 
at your hands, as upon my report of them and for my 
sake you will help them to their suit. Also Hunting- 
don and some is already licensed by my lord of 
Canterbury, and the third who was Dr. King of 
Norwich. 

, =" Domestic Records, temp. Hen. Y III. No. 856. State Paper 
Office. 
* Protector Somerset; 
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I pray you for easing you of travail in reading my 
evil hand, and also me in writing, to be content to 
give credit to the bearer hereof what he shall say to 
you in the behalf of this and the other two poor men; 
and, to conclude withal, I give to you my very hearty 
thanks for your good favour shewed to my cousin Sir 
William Farmer, for such lands as by your gentle 
means he hath obtained the purchase of; wherein, if 
a power were to my good will, most willingly I would 
requite the same, not by letter. So requiring that 
the contents of these my letters may have so good 
success as I may be farther occasioned to render my 
hearty thanks to you; and so the living God have you 
ever in his tuition. Prom Stepney, the 4th of May. 
Your assured loving friend, 

Mary Richmond. 

o her loving friend. 
Master Secretary 
Smith. 



LETTER XCV. 

Mary, Duchess of Richmond, to Sea^etary Smith. 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic records, temp. EDW. VI. NO, 43. STATE PAPER OFFICK. 

IldographJl 

Master Secretary, 

With my hearty commendations, this shall be to 
require you to withdraw your evil opinion conceived 
against Huntingdon, inasmuch as I am assured he is 
not only of a godly conversation, but also with learning 
and eloquence able to edify his auditory, yea and of 
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such sort as I dare take upon me to answer that 

nothing shall pass from him contrary to the king's 

majesty's proceedings ; and, in consideration of these 

things before written^ it seems to me that it were 

great pity he might not, with the king^s majesty^s 

and my lord s grace's authority, preach as well 

as others. And, hke as I craved of you these said 

licenses for him, so do I trust you will have in your 

remembrances doctor King of Norwich, and soon. 

For the which two I dare take upon me to answer to 

like sort, that they are honest godly men ; and so I 

eftsoons crave of you so to solicit this my suit to my 

lord^s grace, as that I may have just cause to render 

to you my hearty thanks therefor, and they their 

prayers to the Lord to increase you in all godliness, 

wherein I desire him of his goodness to prosper you. 

From Stepney. 

Your assured loving friend, 

Mary Richmond. 
To her loving friend, ' 
Master Secretary ; 
Smith. 

LETTER XCVL 

Elizabeth^ Countess of Kildare^ to her Son, Gerald 
Fitzgerald, a.d. 1549. 

[HARLEIAN MS., NO. 352, FOL. 61 B.] 

*«* The young Fitzgerald had not quite completed his eleyenth 
year when, on the execution of his half-brother, in 1536, he became 
sole heir to the then forfeited estates and honours of the earldom of 
Kildare. His childhood and youth present a series of romantic and 
extraordinary adventures. He was saved from the general destruc- 
tion that involved his family by the fidelity of his Irish nurse. She 
conveyed him secretly to his aunt^ the Lady Eleanoira M'Charty, 



206 LETTEB& OF ROYAL AND 

who only acceptor the ofier of h«r second husfaan^ CDoaal, lord o£ 
Tyrconnel, on condition that he would protect her ^oung nephew. 
The English government were extremely anxious to gain poBsessictti 
of his person. *' And, also, it were good to prove," says Allen, tiMr 
chancell(»r of Ireland, writing to Cromwell, ^ if he (Lord Leonard 
Grey, then deputy of Ireland) could get this naughty hoy, his nephew; 
for in my belief he and hid sister of Kildaxe might do much in it t/- 
they ujoiM,*' That is to say, the mother and ancle migld betray the . 
retreat of the noble boy, if they chosen 

Finding that cupidity blinded the better feelings of 0*Donel, when 
Henry YIII. sent to offer large sums for the apprehension of tiio 
young earl,^ his aunt sent the boy disguised in an <^»eii bo«t iafta 
Scotland, and thence to France. He travelled from country to coon- 
try, everywhere demanded by the English ambassador resident, for 
his name was' still the watchword of the Irish rebels^*^ bat always 
refused by the European governments ; and yet more^than once on 
the point of being betrayed by private treachery, till he reached 
Italy, where he was patronised by his maternal kinsman, Cardinal 
Reginald Pole, who gave him a suitable education. 

Meanwhile, the countess his mother was watching her oppoirtanity 
to forward his interests at home. The present letter is taken from the 
volume of the Acts of the Privy Council, in which it is inserted under 
the date of January 26th, 1548-9. The council addre68ed,{th» same dagr, 
a letter to Mr. Young, then ofiBeial resident at Venice, thanking him 
for having a conference with young Fitz Gerald, whom, on account 
of his youth and penitence for his faults, the king is]willing to pard^n^ 
at the intercession of the Countess of Kildare and others, who bear 
him natural affection, requesting that he may return by Gernuuqr 
into Flanders, where his pardon shall be sent<^ 

Young Fitz Gerald inherited all the manly beauty of iiis race, and 
on his return to England, when dancing at a masked ball at court, 
Mabel, daughter of Sir Anthony Browne, fell in love with him,, and 

* Irish Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 89. State Paper Office, date 
May 12th, 1539. 

^ O'Donel had actually promised to yield him up at a given time 
and place, but failed. Sir W. Brabazcm to Cromw^ BCay 2Ci4h, 
1539. Ibid. art. 92. 

c Lord Grey and the Council of Ireland to Henry VIII., 18th 
January 1540. Irish Correspondence, voL iv. art. 4. Lord-depoty 
St. Leger to Wriothesley, Febmary 26th 1545. Ibid* vol 6^ 
art. 50. 

^ Harieian MS., 352, foL 68 b. 
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they were married. On the 16Ui pf Haroh, 1551, a Privy Conneil 
mandate was issued that : — 

^ For the Lord Fitz Gerald^ where it was thought both for the king's 
honour and for the advancement of his highness' service in Ireland, 
that it were well done he were restored unto part of his father's 
inheritance, to encourage him and his kin the better, and the more 
fiiithfully to serve," it was referred to the Lord Cobham, upon his own 
judgment of the towardness of the young g^atleman in service under 
him, there to assign unto him there such part of his father's lands as 
he shall think convenient for him.* 

On the 13th of May, 1554, he was restored^by Queen Mary to 
the whole of his father's lands, as well as to the title of Earl of 
KUdare. 



Son, 

I commend me, &a, letting you wit that, since youc 
so long absence, being always desirous to hear of you, 
I have taken such care of you as never mother took 
greater for her child, God knoweth what sorrowful 
days I have led, and ever since, and yet do still, and 
by what means I have studied to devise some good 
means for your relief and comfort ; and, besides other 
assays, I have sundry times since our late sovereign 
lord's death been an humble suitor to my lord pro- 
tector, whose grace I find so good and merciful that 
I am well assured of your well doing if your toward- 
ness be answerable to his goodness. I have (seen) such 
great mercy and clemency showed to sundrjpersons of 
divers estates, that it encouraged me to be the bolder 
a suitor, for you. And, albeit, I found my said lord 
protector's grace always well afiected towards you; 
yet now, of very late, upon such report as hath been 
made by an English gentleman in Italy of your 
humble submission and good demeanour, his grace 

^ Harleian MS., 352, fol. 158. 



208 LETTEES OF ROYAL AND 

hath given me so good words, as I aoeount myself 
most assured of yomr well doing, if the fault shall not 
be in you yourself. Son, it cannot be excused but 
yours hath been the fault, and therefore to deserve 
grace it must proceed of yourself, which must be to 
make demonstration of humble submission to the 
king'^s majesty's mercy; whereof, if my said lord pro- 
tector's grace might understand any argument in you, 
I assure you to be received into the king's majesty'^s 
and his good favour, and such estate of living as shall 
be honourable for you. And therefore, good son, I 
pray you and charge you of my blessing that you ful 
not to follow my advice, shewing yourself repentant 
for your former proceedings, and desirous to be 
received to the king'^s majesty's most gracious favour, 
wherein, when I shall perceive your good conformity 
(as I most heartily pray you I may do with all possible 
speed), I doubt not to find the means to send you 
your pardon, and besides that to devise for such stay 
of living for you as shall not only be to your own 
honour and great comfort, but also to me an end of 
much care and sorrow, and one of the most joyful 
tidings that may come to me, as knoweth the Almighty 
God, who send you his grace and me shortly to see 
you. And yet again I pray you let me hear shortly 
from you ; if you shall not now conform yourself I 
fear me I shall not hereafter be so able to help you 
as now I have been, but rather in suspicion for your 
case. From, &c. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Margaret^ Countess of Lenox, to her Father, the Earl of 
Angus, a.d. 1549. 

[SCOTLAND COKRESPOMDENCE, VOL. VII. ART. 98. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Oriyinal.l 

*«* A letter from the Countess 'of Lenox, as Lady Margaret 
Douglass, is in a preceding portion of these volumes. In the year 
1542, Henry VIII. promised her hand in marriage to Matthew, Earl of 
Lenox, as a bribe to induce that powerful noble to join the party which 
he was trying to form in Scotland, to induce a marriage between 
Mary, the young queen of Scots, and his son, Prince Edward ; and 
it was so successful, that the earl is said to have so completely set 
his mind upon the Lady Margaret, that he would be sure to keep true 
to the king's party .'^ In the spring of 1544, the arrangements for the 
marriage were made, one of which was, that Lenox was to be governor 
of Scotland, and another, that lands to the value of 1,700 marks per 
annum should be settled upon him.** The French party was, how- 
ever, very strong in Scotland, and of course violently opposed to 
the marriage with England, and of this party the fickle Earl of 
Angus, Lady Margaret's father, now formed one; and though they had 
been greatly weakened by the battle of Pinkey, fought in Sept. 1547,. 
they were still formidable. The present letter contains a reproachful 
invective against the Earl of Angus for his adherence to the French 
faction, which displays anything but a filial spirit in the writer ; and 
the maimer in which Margaret arranges the distribution of her 
father's goods after his death is characterised by equal heartlessness^ 
the less excusable since the earl had lost his sons, and Margaret was 
now his only child. But the weak character of the earl did not 
command respect, and Margaret had been little associated with her 
father. Of the dissensions^ between the father and daughter, an 
interesting record has been printed in one of the publications of the 
Maitland Club.<= It details a conversation between Paterson, a 
servant of Lenox, who had come over to the castle of the earl of 
Angus, to fetch some hawks promised him by Angus. The earl, 

» Sadler Papers, vol. i. p. 314. 

^ Scotland , Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 127, 129. Foedera, 
vol. XV. p. 22. 
^ Illustrations of the Reign of Queen Mary, p. 52, edited by 

Stevenson. 
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meeting him on the green before the castle, inquired alter Lord 
Lenox, and his daughter and their young son, Henry Damley, and 
whether he had been charged with any secret messages. Paterson 
answered in the negative ; on which the earl said, << Well, seeing he 
hath sent nothing else to me, I will break a little of my mind to 
thee, for I trust thee well enough, and hath given the servants of my 
lands charge to receive thee at all times. Thou shall declare my 
daughter is thing in the world that I love best, and my lord, her 
husband, and that young boy there, for my children are d^d that 
thou saw. And if they be at home and well, then I am in eomfort, 
and yet I' am as strange to their doings and proceedings, and how 
tiiey intend to pass over the world, as any enemy they have ; ner I 
cannot see them, nor they me, which breaks my heart. Travert 
thou that I would see any man above,'^but that man and that boy 
which is my blood I And he hath been of a noble house, and I. 
have seen him like a man, and, will he de my counsel, I shall wear 
these old bones of mine but I shall make him a man yet* Tbft 
world is very strange," continued the aged earl, ^ I have seen raapgp^ 
changes ; it hath been said, in old times, that an earl of Lenox and. 
Angus could have ruled something upon this side Forth." He ends 
by an entreaty, that his daughter will come to Carlisle, that he may 
see^her before he dies. In 1552, Margaret is recorded to have paid 
a visit to her father at Tintallion Castle.'^ 



My lord, 

After my humble commendations and desiring of 

your blessing, this shall be to signify unto you tha 

great unnaturalness which you shew me daily, being 

too long to rehearse in all points, but in some I will 

declare. Now, last of all, my lord, being near you. 

and so desirous to have spoken with you, yet you 

refused it, and would not ; wherein you shewed your^ 

self not to be so loving as you ought to be, or else so 

unstable that every body may turn you. For diverse 

times you have said you would be glad to speak with 

your son^. My lord, remember he hath manied 

<" Northumberland to Cecil. Domestic Records, tempk fidw* VL 
No. 374 ft. 

^ Matthew, Earl of Lenox. 
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your own daughter, and the best chUd to you that 
Qver you had, if you call to remembrance your being 
here in England ; howbeit, your deeds sheweth the 
forgetfiJness thereof ; insomuch as you are so contrary 
to the king's majesty's afiairs that now is ; his father 
being so good and so liberal a prince to you, which 
ought never to be forgotten. 

But now, my lord, I hear say that you have 
professed never to agree with England, for so much 
as the most part of your friends are slain.^ But 
whom can you blame for that, but only your self- 
wills ? for if you would agree to this godly marriage,^ 
there needed not Christian blood to be shed. For 
God's sake remember yourself, now in your old age, 
and seek to have an honourable peace, which cannot 
be without this marriage. And what a memorial 
should that be to you for ever, if you could be an 
instrument for that. If I should write so long a 
letter as I could find matter with the wrong of your 
part, and the right of mine, it were too tedious for 
you to read. But, for as much as I purpose, God 
willing, to come to Carlisle diortly after Easter, I 
will keep it in store to tell you myself ; for I am sure 
you will not refuse coming to me, although my uncle 
George*^ and the Lord of Drumlanrig speak against it, 
whom I know would be glad to see you in your grave, 
although they flatter you to your face. My uncle 
George hath said, as divers Scotchmen have told me, 
that though you had sons he would be heir, and make 

" At the hattle of Pinkey. 

b Between Edw. VI. and Queen Mary of Scotland. 

^ George Douglas. . 
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them all bastards ; but, my lord, if God send you no 
more sons, and I live after you, he shall have least 
part thereof, or else many a man shall smart for it. 

Thus, leaving to declare farther of my mind till I 
may speak with you myself, I commit you to the 
keeping of Almighty God, who send you long life 
with much honour. 

From the King's Majesty's castle of Wressil, the 
15th day of March. 

By your humble daughter, 

Margaret Lenox. 
Indorsed 

« 15 March, 1548. 

From Margaret Lenox to 
her father in Scotland." 



LETTER XCVIIL 

Princess Mary to King Edward FL* a.d. 1549. 

[hableian MS., NO. 6986, fol. 25. Holograph,"] 

*«* On the accession of Edward VI. to the throne of En^and, 
the Princess Mary occupied, as well by birth as by the arrangements 
of her father's will, the position of heiress-presumptive to the throne, 
and as such she was always treated. 

Amongst the Tanner MSS., in the Bodleian library,* is a ctunoua 
original document entitled — ^ The establishment and good ordlnanee 
made for the good rule of the household of the Right HononraUe 
and most Excellent Princess the Lady Mary's Grace, sister onto tiie 
king^s majesty, at her place in Keninghall, the first day of February, 
in the second year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Edward 
the Sixth." 

Amongst these ordinances it was arranged, that << Since all wisdom 

• No. 90, fol. 157. 
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and goodness proceed from the faithful service of God/' every holi- 
day the clerk of her closet is to ring the bel^ at places convenient to 
matins, mass, and evensong ; one of the chaplains to be ready to 
officiate for the household — every person to attend who has ^ot a 
good excuse — all her counsellors are to be strictly just and impartial 
in all their dealings — ^her officers to have their wages told them 
beforehand, to enter her service by an oath of fidelity, and to give 
half-a-year's warning on leaving. Those allowed to have servants 
are to choose cleanly young men above eighteen years of age — always 
to be in attendance by seven a. h. in the summer, and eight in the 
winter — none are to fight, brawl, or use chiding, to break doors or 
windows, to game with dice or otherwise, except during twelve days 
at Christmas : — a singular regulation, considering that Mary herself 
was a notorious gamester: — neither are they to swear or speak 
unfitting language. The separate department of each servant is 
marked out, as, for instance, that the presence-chamber [is to [be 
kept clean and dressed by the grooms of the chambers, the fire mad 
by the groom-porter, &c. 

> In the same MS.<^ follow the ^ ordinances established and devised by 
the Lady Mary's grace, for the good laudable order and rule of her 
stable," in which the ceremonies of her mounting and attendance on 
horseback, the care of her horses, cleaning of her saddles, &c., are 
detailed. 

The additional MS., 1419 B.,^ contains a long list of the goods 
delivered to her — ^hangings of tapestry, chairs, cushions, carpets, 
sparvers or bedsteads, counterpanes, fustians, sheets, pillow-covers, 
beds, pillows, traverses, &c. 

The following letter is named in the Harleian Catalogue as from 
the Princess Elizabeth to Edward YI. ; an odd mistake, since it is 
entirely in the hand-writing of Mary, which differed materially from 
that of her sister ; but the signature and a part of the subscription 
are unfortunately wanting. The subject too identifies it as the pro- 
duction of the Princess Mary. It evidently refers to a demand 
made by the Privy Council in 1549, for the delivering up of her 
comptroller, her chaplain, Englefield her servant, and others of 
her adherents, whom she was commanded to yield,^during the time 
that such strenuous efforts were made to induce her compliance in 
religious matters. 

In reference to this compliance Edward YI. addressed to her the 
following letter : — 

" Most [dear and en]tirely beloved sister, we greet you well, a[nd 

* Fol. 165. ^ Fol. 433, et seq. < 
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#h^reas] after long and serious debating and considering of muidzy 
;graTe and learned prel^^ and other learned men in the Holy Ser^ 
.tnres, we have, by the adviee of oar deazest nncle, Edward Duke of 
Somerset, govemor of our person and protector of our realms, 
dominions, and subjects, and the rest of our Privy Council, with one 
full and whole consent, both of our clergy in the several synods -*«nd 
eonvoeations, and also of the noblonen and commons in the late 
sessioD of our parliament, established by authority of our said. parUi^ 
ment one godly and uniform order for common prayer, to be used in 
^e diurch, as well at the celebration of the most blessed commimkiii, 
as at the administration also of all other sacraments, servicea, and 
ceremonies to be used in any part of this oar realm or other attt 
dominions, with charge of all our subjects to nse the said order only^ 
and none other in any thehr common and public prayers or adminis- 
tration of sacraments, upon such pains and penalties as in the BtaA 
statute more fully appeareth. Forasmuch as the premises have betfii 
foreseen, considered, debated, and so forth, with one agreemeiit ef 
all the states of our realm, and by the authority of our said parlia- 
ment as aforesaid, we have somewhat marvelled, and cannot bat still 
marvel very much, what grounds or reasons have or do move yen to 
mislike or refuse to follow and embrace that which, by all the learned 
men of our realm, hath been so set forth, and of all other our loving 
subjects obediently received ; and knowing your good natare and 
affection towards us, we cannot think any other matter in tibis r^bsal 
than only a certain grudge [of con]8c[ienc}e for wast of good inftnv 
mation and conference with godly and weU-leamed men for remedy 
[thereof. And where] as we have heretofore appointed to ht 
declared unto you that we were pleased [to send onto you saeb] pie> 
lates or other learned men as we understand by your soit to be 
mos[t acceptable unto you, so] do we eftsoons signify the like by 
these oar letters." The remainder of the letter is toomsdi torn t6 
be legible : it contains expressions of brotlieriy affeetaon, iMt Mk 
insists upon conformity in religion.'^ 

At the time when the preceding letter was trritten, negetislins 
were on foot to marry Mary to the infant Don Louis of Portngal. Sir 
Philip Hoby, who, with Lord Paget, was ambassadorto the finperar, 
and employed in the negotiation, gives the following aeoomt of its 
progress, in a letter to Protector Somerset, date, 24tfa Jane, '1M9^ 
in which he details an interview with Granelia, the [fanpsrial 
ambassador. 

Domestic Hecords, temp. Edward VI. No. 190. Btate Paper Office, 
b Addit. MS. 5935, fol. 121 b. 
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*' ' As coBceming the manage/ qf^oth I (Hoby), < indeed it were^as 
y«a say, meet we came to some partieularities. And like as we have 
power to treat and c«Mdude hevevpon, so before we enter to offer 
what we think meet to give with the Lady Mary, me seemeth it were 
good you declared mito us the state of the infant.' And here, taking 
that I demanded his age, * Marry,' quoth he, ^ he is a man of 
forty years old or thereabouts.' 'Nay, Mr. Gnmella,' quoth I 
< I require not to know his years, bat rather what state he is of, 
and what dower he may be able to give unto the Lady Mary.' ' In 
good faith/ quoth he, ^ I am not able to ascertain you thereof; bet 
as for his personage, good wit, and qualities, I assure you he is a 
gentleman worthy to be matched to any great princess ; besides that 
he is brother to the King of Portugal, whereby he shall be able to 
shew friendship to the king's majesty, and stand the country to good 
stead ; like as also the good will that the emperor beareth to this 
gentleman, whom he esteemeth as his own son, cannot but be a fur- 
theranceto the entertainment of the amity that we seek on both 
parts, assuring you that there is not in Christend(mi as m«et a match 
as would be^ between those twain.' * And I promise you,' quoth I, 
* that the Lady Mary is, as I suppose you know well enough, botii in 
beauty, virtues, and honest qualities, nothing inferior to the worthi- 
ness you report this gentleman to be of ; and on the other side, she 
is sister to the King of England, and near kin unto the emperor, and 
one idiom I guess his majesty favoureth as a daughter of his ; and 
therefore,' quoth I, * seeing the personages are so meet to match 
together, and the emperor reputeth himself as a friend and father to 
them both, he must, in a manner, pUy both parts, and do as well for 
the marriage of the Lady Mary as of Don Loais, and, with an equal 
consideration of their estates, order this thing as a matter of indiffer- 
ence for both sides, not measuring the demand of her dote after the 
estima^on of his own power and estate, but after the quality of tfactti 
for whom the matter is treated.' < What think ye meet, to bestow with 
her,* quoth Granella, ^for I would be loath to come empty-handed,' 
quoth he, < to the emperor, and therefore I pray you come to some 
particulars.' I said she had a goodly yearly revenue left her by the 
king's majesty deceased, which he making vQry light, I told him 
that the king her father, at what time he was of very great riches, 
married his two sisters, the one to the French king, with 200,000 
crowns, the other to the Scottish king, with 100,000 crowns. < And 
I pray you,' quoth I, < what did the king of the Romans offer with his 
daughter to the king your master!' ^Yea,' quoth he, 'the king 
Fernando is but a poor prince, but the king your master bemg so 
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rich and puissant, cannot but distribute liberally with his sister, and 
according to his honour, for her father did offer once with her to this 
same man, 40,000/. sterling.' * Yea, sir,' said I, <my master is, as 
you know, and hath been a long while, in wars, and hath occasion to 
be at great charges and expense of money ; howbeit, in case the 
infant can assure this lady a convenable dower, we will not let to 
stress ourselves to twice as much as her father left her by his testa- 
ment, peradventure to 100,000 crowns. But first,' quoth I, <ere 
we can proceed to any certain offer herein, we must be jointly ascer- 
tained of this gentleman's estate, and what ability he is of, to the end 
we may proceed thereafter, and not be forced to revoke anything we 
should offer, for dote and dower must go together arm-in-arm.' 
* Well,' quoth he, ' I will communicate as well this as the rest of 
our talk to the emperor, and procure his resolutions therein as 
shortly as may be.' " 

There are two other letters dated June 30th and July 12th, detail- 
ing other negotiations with the emperor, but the marriage is not 
again mentioned, and it fell through soon afterwards. 



My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty, 
it may please the same to be advertised that I have 
been often minded to have written to your highness 
before this time, which to do mine old diseased rheu- 
matic head would by no means suffer me, nor pre- 
sently scarce will ; the want of which health, as it 
hath hitherto made me not able to write unto your 
majesty, so the occasion of my said sickness hath and 
doth, to my great grief, chiefly stay me waiting upon 
your highness, as both duty and nature doth constrain 
and move me ; most humbly beseeching your majesty 
not only to pai^don me for that I do not wait upon 
the same at this present accordingly, but also to 
accept this mine unfeigned excuse ; for God I take to 
record, there can be no greater comfort to me in this 
world than to see your majesty, which I will not fail 
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to do, God willing, when I convenienly may, according 
to my bounden duty. 

And since I have been thus bold to trouble your 
majesty with these rude letters, I would (the same 
being not offended) in most humble wise beseech you 
to give me leave to be a suitor unto your highness 
for my poor servants, that it may stand with your 
pleasure at this my most humble suit, to grant them 
liberty to serve me as they have done, which I humbly 
crave, even for very necessity's sake, feeling such 
want of their service in the matter of my poor house, 
that the same hath and doth not a little trouble 
me. And, although I have not before this time 
(according to my bounden duty) written unto your 
majesty for the liberty of my said servants, I shall 
most humbly beseech your highness to impute the 
only cause and impediment thereof to be the want 
and lack of health. Your majesty's favour and 
goodness shewed to me in this my humble suit shall 
not only much quiet me and discharge me of the care 
(of) house matters, but also enforce me, as one most 
bounden, to pray for the prosperous preservation 
of your most royal estate, long in virtue and honour 
to continue. From my poor house of Hunsdon, 4th 
of April. 

Your majesty's most * * * 

To the King's most Excellent 
Majesty. 



During the whole of this reign Mary's servants were exposed to 
trouble, being frequently accused as the promoters of sedition and 
VOL. Ill, L 
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distorbaiice.* But her brother himself ireqaentiy protected them, 
as appears from a letter written to her by the Duke of Northumber- 
land, in answer to a request she had sent to him, tfarough hb 
duchess, to intercede on the behalf of Steyn, her officer. After 
expressions of good will, &c, the duke adds, '' for your said servants, 
whose offences hath been towards his majesty, so am I most assured 
no living creature may, in the remitting of their said fimHs and 
relieving of their said liberty, do so much therein, as the least xequeat 
from your grace's self may to do his majesty."^ 



LETTER XCIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to the Duke of Somerset, a j>. 1549. 

[domestic records, temp. BDW. VI., NO. 118 B. STATE PAPER OFFICaL 

Orignuil'] 
My very good lord, 

Many lines will not serve to render the least put 
of the thanks that your grace hath deserved of me, 
most especially for that you have been careful for my 
health ; and sending unto me not only your comfort- 
able letters, but also physicians, as Doctor Bill, whooe 
diligence and pain has been a great part of my reeo- 
very ; for whom I do most heartily thank your gnM)e, 
desiring you to give him thanks for me, who oaa 
ascertain you of mine estate of health, wherefore I mU 
not write it. And although I be most bounden to 
you in this time of my sickness, yet I may not be 
unthankful for that your grace hath made [such] 
expedition for my patent ; with my most hearty 

• See Harleian MS. 352, ff. 131 b, 138 b, 184, 203, 210 b.; and 
Domestic Records, temp. Edward VI. No. 170. 
»» Howard Letters, p. 160. 
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thanks and commendations to you and to my good 

lady your wife, most heartily fare you well. From 

Cheshunt this present Friday. 

Your assured friend to my power, 

Elizabeth. 
To my Lord 
Protector's 
grace. 



LETTER C. 
Princess Elizabeth to Protector Somerset, a.d. J 549. 

[ASHtfOLEAN MS,, NO. 1729, ART. 6. ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD. 

Holograph,] 

*^* The following letter refers to the confessions which the Pro- 
tector Somerset endeavoured to wring from the Princess Elizabeth, 
for the crimination of his brother, Admiral Seymour. It follows a 
long letter, dated January 28th, printed in Haynes' Burleigh Papers 
and more recently in Miss Strickland's Queens,*^ and preced«s 
Elizabeth's formal confession which was made the following day. 



My lord, 

I have received your gentle letter and also your 
message by Master Tyrwhit, for the which two things 
especially (although for many other things) I cannot 
give your lordship sufficient thanks, and whereas your 
grace doth will me to credit Master TjTwhit, I have 
done 80^ and will do so as long as he willeth me (as 
he doth not) to nothing but to that which is for mine 
honour and honesty. And even as I said to him and 
did write to your lordship, so I do write now again, 
that when there doth any more things happen in my 
mind which I have forgotten, I assure your grace I 

• Vol. vi. p. 40. 
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will declare them most willingly, for I would not (as 

I trust you have not) so evil an opinion of me that I 

would conceal any thing that I knew ; for it were to 

no purpose, and surely forgetfulness may well cause 

me to hide things, but undoubtedly else 1 will declare 

all that I know. From Hatfield the 6th of February. 

Your assured friend to my little power, 

Elizabeth. 
To my very good lord, my Lord 
Protector. 

Endorsed—" The Lady Elizabeth, 
6th February, 1548. 
To my Lord Protector.*' 



LETTER CI. 



Mrs. Ashley^ governess to the Princess Elizabeth^ to 
Cecil, A.D. 1549. 

[lansdowne MS., NO. 1236, Fou 41. Holograph,^ 

My lady's grace's secretary being busy with my 
lady about her learning, her grace was loath to leave 
him to write this letter, wherefore her grace com- 
manded me to write, having no respect to the good- 
ness of my writing, being so much assured of your 
willing mind to set forth her causes to my Lord 
Protector's grace; especially the matter being so 
godly, that her grace's persuasions makes me to take 
on me to write at this time. The matter that her 
grace will desire you in is this ; — that you will move 
my lord Protector's grace for this bearer, with whom 
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her grace will pray you to talk, that you may have 
better knowledge of the matter than I am able to 
instruct you with my rude writing ; and, after you 
have heard it, that then you will, for her grace's 
sake, do your best to help him : he is a poor man, 
having many children, and has lien long in Scotland 
prisoner. The effect of my lady s suit is, that a Scot 
that is prisoner in Colchester may go free, and then 
this man may come home free. And thus I most 
heartily commit you to God. 

Your assured poor friend, 

Catherine Ashley. 

I pray you further this poor man's suit. 

Your friend. 



Unto thee my very friend,* 
Master Cecil, with the 
Lord Protector's grace. 



Elizabeth. 



Endorsed, ^ 2nd August. 

From Mrs. Ashley to 
my master, with a 
postscript of the 
Lady Elizabeth." 



LETTER CII. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., MO. 68, FOL. 44. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. L<Uin,'\ 

♦»♦ The following letters are inserted as specimens of the epistolary 
correspondence between the Princess Elizabeth and her brother. 
They are all translated from the Latin, a language which the princess, 

> So in original. 
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even at that early age, wrote with remarkable purity and el^ance. 
As they contam no points of internal evidence by which their dates 
can be clearly identified, they are, for the sake of ooimeettony classed 
together, 

I am able, most noble king, to offer many excuses 
that I have not followed my old custom, in prepajring 
some fresh little present at this season for your high- 
ness. For, in the first place, every description of 
learning, which in me was ever very small, has been 
either so wasted by the long duration of my sickness, 
or so far cut off by my being unused to study, or so 
hindered by the infirm state of my health, that my 
old custom of bringing something or other out of 
my scanty literary store-house — a custom always very 
easily performed by me, when very well approved by 
you — ^has been now altogether taken from me. And, 
even though I had not been quite an invalid, yet I 
should be afraid to send (as I was wont) to your 
majesty anything trifling, since you now so much 
excel in learning, that you can receive with a welcome 
nothing but what is excellent and perfect. I, thus 
altogether debarred from my old custom of sending, 
began to turn my thoughts to a new one: I was 
thinking about some present in gold or gems. When 
I was revolving in my mind this design, I saw that 
everything of mine is so far beneath your dignity, 
that I was thinking of sending no present at all, 
rather than one of no value. But from this concern 
about selecting something excellent, which I might 
with propriety offer you, my lord Protector relieved 
me, by whose counsel it has been arranged that this 
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custom of sending new year's gifts should be abolished; 
and the wisdom of his policy I shall willingly follow. 
However, this short letter I have sent to make known 
to your majesty what new reason I have followed, in 
laying aside my old custom. 

Therefore, instead of the accustomed present, I 
offer, as I have ever done by these letters of mine, to 
your majesty, that affection, zeal, good-will, fidelity, 
and reverence, which either nature can demand in a 
sister, or obedience in a very humble subject. And 
that testimony of my ready duty, which I now will- 
ingly make by letter, I myself, in person, would 
most willingly express, if I were assured it would not 
displease your majesty at all. 

May the great and good God increase your 
majesty more and more, daily, in virtue, learning, 
and honour. At Hatfield, 2nd January. 
Your majesty's most humble 

sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 

To the most illustrious and most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER cm. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 46. BODLBIAM LIBBABT.* Latiru\ 

No more frequent or plainer proofs can be given of 
your love to me, most serene and illustrious king, 

» In the copy of this letter the autograph ib said to be in tiie 
Bodleian Library ; but it has been vainly sought for there. 
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than those of late, when I enjoyed the treat of your 
most delightful society. This when I call to 'mind 
(and I daily do so) I eeem, as it were, still to be 
present with you, and to be again enjoying the 
courtesy of your conversations. And farther — ^when 
those your countless favours to me come into my 
mind, with which you received me on my arrival, and 
with which you dismissed me on my departure, I 
cannot easily express how my mind is drawn divers 
ways, and I feel a double anxiety. For, while per- 
ceiving, from the greatness of your boons, your 
fraternal affection most greatly inclined to me, I con- 
ceived no little joy and delight therefrom ; so, on the 
other hand, weighing in a just and fair balance tiie 
multitude of your services towards me, I am grieved, 
because I am convinced I can never repay their real 
value — no, not even in thought, much less in thanks. 
Lest, however, your majesty should judge your so many 
and so great favours to me ill conferred, or rather (to 
use the words of Cicero taken from Ennius) ill done, 
or me unmindful and ungrateful, I now desire^ though 
I cannot in substance, to thank you at least, in some 
degree, by words ; which had indeed been done much 
sooner, either by letter or message, if a small work, 
which I was desirous of sending to your majesty, had 
not delayed my purpose. But, since it could not (as 
I supposed it would) be brought to a close by me, on 
account of the shortness of the time, which I see 
flows from me even faster than water ; I now hope 
that this letter, however rude, will plead my cause 
when absent, before your majesty, and at the same 
time evince, in some degree, my disposition towards 
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you; for that this can be done fully and amply 
enough by me in these dumb words, I reckon to bo 
quite impossible : especially as (your majesty is well 
aware) it is peculiar to my disposition^ not only not 
to express in words as much as I think, but also not 
to say more than I think. Of which the latter fault 
(I mean, the saying more), as few detest, so many 
practise, on most occasions; but especially in the courts 
of princes and kings, who must especially beware, 
that they do not seem to have more flatterers in their 
private chambers, than birds of prey ^ outside their 
palaces. Of which subject enough for the present. 

This only I pray, that God may preserve your 
majesty, as long as possible, in safety, to the glory of 
His name and the advantage of the realm. Hatfield, 
2nd of February. 

Your majesty's very humble 

sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 

To the most illustrious and most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CIV. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI, 
[smith MS., vo. 69, FOL. 243. bodleian librast. Laiin.'] 

What cause I had of sorrow, when I heard first of 
your majesty's sickness, all men might guess, but 
none but myself could feel, which to declare were or 

'^ The original passage is *< ne plures intra cubicula sua K6\cucas 
quam extra aulam suam KSpcucas, habere videantur." The play upon 
the Greek words is lost in a translation. 

L 2 
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might seem a point of flattery; and therefore I 
omit to write it. But, as the sorrow could not be 
little, because the occasions w«re many, so is the joy 
great to hear of your good escape out of the perilous 
diseases. And, that I am fully satisfied and well 
assured of the same by your grace's own hand, I must 
need give you my most humble thanks, assuring your 
majesty, that a precious jewol at another time could 
not so well have contented, as your letter in Ihis case 
hath comforted me. For now do I say with Saint 
Austin, that a disease is to be accounted no- sickness, 
that shall cause a better health when it is past, than 
was assured afore it came. For afore you had them, 
every man thought that that should not be eschewed 
of you that was not escaped of many. But since you 
have had them doubt of them is past, and' hope ia 
given to all men, that it was a purgation by these 
means for other worse diseases, which might happen 
this year. Moreover, I consider that, as a good 
father, that loves his child dearly, doth punish him 
sharply, so God, favouring your majesty greatly, hath 
chastened you straitly ; and, as a father doth it for 
the further good of his child, so hath God prepared 
this for the better health of your grace. 

And, in this hope, I commit your majesty to His 
hands, most humbly craving pardon of your grace 
that I did write no sooner ; desiring you to attribute 
the fault to my evil head, and not to my sIotMil 
hand. From Hatfield, this 21st of April. 

Your majesty^s most humble sister 
to command. 
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LETTER CV. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 45. BODLEIAN LIBSABY. Lottn,] 

king, most serene and illustrious, the reason that 
you have not, for so long a time, seen any letters 
from me is, not that I am destitute of matter, of 
which I have abundance, if it be nothing more than 
to thank you for your numberless favours, and to 
show some token of my gratitude, but because the 
pain in my head precluded all modes of writing to 
your majesty. Truly, I am both ashamed and 
grieved that I must so often make excuses of this 
kind ; however, I choose rather to express the true 
cause of my n^ligence, although it be to my pre- 
judice, than to invent a falsity, which is contrary 
to my nature and disposition. Since then this the 
true cause is now, by the blessing of the great and 
good God, removed, and I am somewhat restored to 
health, I think I ought now to resume my long inter- 
rupted duty of writing, in order that your majesty 
may be assured of one thing — that, although I have 
omitted to write, I have never remitted in my love and 
bounden respect towards you. For, such is the power 
of true and unfeigned love, that it binds together 
those separated even by the longest distances; I, 
then, who, from your tender infancy, have ever been 
your fondest sister — how can I do other than follow 
you with heart, thought, and even dumb words, I 
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mean, with my letters ! Thus, although absent from 
you in the one part of myself, namely, in body ; yet 
I may prove to your majesty that I ever am and have 
been present to you in that other part — ^the mind. 
And, since it is in mind that true love consists, which, 
like a god (as it were), is not necessarily confined by 
the restraints of space, I hope, nay, I am sure, that 
by no interval of space or time can I be excluded 
from your good-will to me. 

With regard to myself, I can truly affirm, that 
your absence has increased rather than lessened my 
love for you. For such is the nature of mankind 
that the blessings which are before their eyes they 
do not sufficiently value; but those more distant, 
they seem to covet more eagerly. If your majesty 
hold this opinion, you will be persuaded that, neither 
interruption of letter-writing, nor intervention of 
space, can prove an obstacle to keep me from showing 
to you due regard and reverence. 

May the Lord Jesus, who rules all by his own 
divine will, preserve your majesty to us for many 
years, with increase of virtue. Ashridge, 26th of July. 
Your majesty's most lowly servant 
and sister, 

Elizabrth* 
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LETTER CVI. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 42. BODLEIAN UBRART. Laiiil.] 

Your letter, most illustrious king, has cheered my 
mind for many reasons ; in the first place, that it 
certified me of your sound health, which has ever 
been my chief care ; in the second, that it exhibited 
no common marks of your love for me ; and in the 
last, that it showed satisfactorily with how kind feel- 
ing you accepted my bounden duty, by the messenger 
sent by me to enquire of your health. 

Amidst all which, while I was pondering on what 
was the most important, your majesty's prosperous 
health struck me at the first glance ; than which 
nothing can ever happen more desirable or more 
necessary to this realm. For, what a family is without 
a steward^ a ship without a pilot, a flock without a 
shepherd, a body without a head, the same, I think, 
is a kingdom without the health and safety of a good 
monarch. Since then so much weight rests on the 
prosperity of princes, your majesty's well-being ought 
to be desired and wished for by all with the heartiest 
prayers ; and without it^ in fact, the subjects of this 
kingdom can in no wise be safe and secure. For, as 
sheep cannot be guarded against, or escape from the 
snares of wolves without the shepherd's care and 
foresight, so without the foresight of kings, (whom 
Homer calls * Shepherds of the people,* and Isaiah, 
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* Feeders of the Church^), neither can states be suf- 
ficiently guarded and fortified against the inroads 
and attacks of tyrants, nor can the Church be 
rightly fed and satisfied with food for the Spirit, that 
is, with the Word of God. 

Moreover, lest I should seem unmindful of my 
duty, I give my thanks to your majesty, for haying 
conceived such an opinion of me, as you have fully 
expressed in your letters. And that this opinion 
may remain settled in your majesty'^s mind iper- 
petually, I have hitherto striven earnestly, and I 
promise that I will hereafter strive as sedulously. 
May God long preserve your highness in safety, to" 
the glory of his name, and the advantage of your 
kingdom. 

At Hatfield, August the 8th. 

Your majesty's most humble sister and servant, 

Slizabbth. 

To the most noble and serene 
king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CVII. 



Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL a.d. 1550. 

[smith MS., 68, FOL. 43. BODLEIAN UBBABT. XcUJn.] 

O most illstrious king, because you have received' 
in so long an interval so few letters from me ia 
which I returned thanks for &vours, oc at leai^ 
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testified my due respect to you> I hope, for this, I 
shall readily obtain pardon ; especially as this laxity 
has not proceeded from any forgetfulness of you, 
whom I never can or ought to forget. Now, how- 
ever, as I understand your majesty is sojourning in 
places not far from London^ I have thought I ought 
to break silence* that I might prove to you there has 
been no abatement of my bounden reverence to you, 
and that nothing can be more desirable to me than 
your health ; which, from reports of certain persons, 
I understand to be firm and vigorous. 

While I recount severally the blessings of the 
great* and good God, I indeed judge this one to be 
the greatest of all — ^that he hath quickly and merci- 
fully restored you again to London, after your late 
disease ; into which I think you had fallen by God's 
especial providence (as in my last letter I wrote to 
your majesty), in order that, the cause of diseases 
having been now removed, you may be preserved, to 
the greatest length of years, to handle the reins of 
Government. 

Nothing is so uncertain and perishable as is the 
life of man, who, by the testimony of Pindar,^ is 
nought but a shadow — a dream ; and, as Homer ^ 

* Evd/ifpoi rl 5^ Tiy, ti Se od ris ; 
^Kias 6yap Mpwroi. 

Pyth. Od, viii. sub fine. 

*^ Creatures we are of a day ; what then is Man 1 what is he not t 
Mortals are the dream of a shadow.'' 

^ Ob fxkv yap rl irov iirrlv oifuptiTcproy dif^hs 
JldyrcaVf 6a'a'ar€ yauav tirt irveiei re koDl tpirei, 

—Horn. Iliad, P. 446-7. 
** For, there is no where a being, moire wretched than M^, of all 
that breathe and creep on the earth.'' 
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says, ^' Earth nourishes nothing more frail than 
human kind." Since, then, the life of every one is 
not merely exposed to, but is overcome by, so many 
and so great accidents, we judge that your pas£ 
disease has been removed by the special mercy of 
Divine Providence; and in all those so frequent 
changes of air and of places (which I know have 
been not entirely free from diseases) that you have 
been preserved, by a miracle, from any peril of infec- 
tion. To which Providence I commit the guardian- 
ship of your majesty, and, at the same time, ask that 
He may preserve you in good health as long as 



At Ashridge, 20th of September. 

Your majesty^s very humble sister, 

Elizabeth. 

To the most illustrious and noble 
king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CVIII. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL, 

[smith MS., 68, FOL. 47. BODLEIAN LIBRABT. Ztf/tn.] 

I cannot express, O king most serene, with how 
great joy I am affected, as often as I hear that your 
majesty is in sound health When this joy, which I 
had received from the reports of others, was confirmed 
by Master Cheke in his own words, I thought it 
incumbent on me by my letters to signify to you im- 
mediately, how welcome and delightful to me ia your 
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good health. Which indeed I had done sooner, if 
my letters were such as to be worthy of giving pleasure 
to your highness, whose sagacity in judging of such 
things I have well experienced. But as your majesty 
is not ignorant under what poverty of language 1 
labour in Latin, and I myself am conscious with 
how great difl&culty I write, even in my best health, 
especially to you, whom I acknowledge not only as my 
brother, but as my king and lord, and earnestly respect, 
worship, and venerate ; I pray you, do not wonder if 
letters from me have been delivered to you less fre- 
quently than your majesty perchance expected. If 
however in your majesty's judgment I cannot per- 
chance escape the charge of negligence and indolence, 
I will endeavour to make amends for my late laxity of 
duty by diligence and vigilance in future. So it is to 
be hoped that I shall not only escape the penalty of 
my late seeming negligence, but recover your majesty's 
good opinion, of which I never have had and have as 
yet no doubt : for, even as a good teacher does not 
repel a pupil who returns with alacrity to his studies, 
though he may heretofore have been very idle, but 
rather embraces him affectionately, so I hope your 
majesty will kindly follow the teacher's good example 
towards me. Which, if you do, I, in my turn, will 
strive that hereafter your majesty shall receive more 
frequent letters from me, and, if God grant vigorous 
health, that I may shortly make apparent to your 
majesty, by some translation of my own, how I employ 
my present leisure. 

May the great and good God long preserve your 
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majesty in safety^ whom I will do my endeavour to 
see as soon as possible : and I wish again and again 
that I may see you well. At Hatfield, 5th November. 
Your majesty's most humble 

servant and sister, 

Elizabeth. 



LETTER CIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward Fl. 

[smith MS., TOL. XIX. ART. 1. BODLEIAN LIBRABT. HologTOpJL 

Lalin,'] 

O king most serene, 

Although I would study nothing so much as to 
escape, not merely the stain, but even the very slightest 
suspicion, of ingratitude, I nevertheless fear that I may 
seem to have fallen into it ; because, having ever 
received so many favours from your majesty, I yet 
have, in so long an interval, sent no letters, whereby 
you might discern, at least, the signs of a grateful 
heart ; for which omission, as there are just and neoes- 
sary causes, I hope and am likewise assured that your 
majesty will readily absolve me from every charge of 
ingratitude : for a disease of the head and eyes hag 
come upon me, which has so grievously troubled me 
ever since my coming to this abode, that, although I 
often attempted to write to your majesty, I have, even 
to this day, ever been recalled from my purpose and 
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resolution. As this affection, by the aid and assistance 
of the great and good God, has now somewhat abated, 
I have considered that I ought no longer to defer the 
duty of writing, that your majesty may understand 
that any thing rather than a heart grateful towards 
you and mindful of your benefits has been hitherto 
wanting on my part. 

For though I am not ignorant that the greatness 
of your benefits towards me is such as to take away 
all hope of compassing even the very smallest portion 
of them in any acknowledgments of mine, I have yet 
thought that I ought to strain every nerve to repay a 
just and well-deserved debt of gratitude, by good will 
and an unforgetting mind. In which, as nothing has in- 
deed as yet ever been neglected by me, I hope your 
majesty will not merely take in good part this hitherto 
omitted duty of writing and returning thanks, but also 
consider that I have ever with heart and will enter- 
tained due gratitude towards you. 

May the Lord Jesus, who preserves and guards all 

things, perpetually preserve and guard your excellency 

to this kingdom, and increase you with great virtues 

and many years. At Enfield. 

Your majesty's very humble 

servant and sister, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most noble and 
serene king Edward 
the Sixth. 
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LETTER ex. 

An7i€, Countess of Sussex, to her Mother^ Lady Calthofy?. 
A.D. vers. 1549. 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. IX. FOL. 127. Holograph.'] 

*«* The following letter adds another to the many testimonies of 
the miseries frequently entailed by unequal marriages. The writer was 
the daughter of Sir William Calthorp, and, as she herself intimates, 
lived in obscurity and comparative poverty till she was selected 
as the second wife of Henry, Earl of Sussex, one of the first nobles 
of the land. Matrimonial discords soon arose between them, to 
which the earl thus alludes in a letter which he wrote to her annonno- 
ing the death of Henry VIII., in which he addressesher only as 
*« Madam." 

*^ And for your repair hither in the end of this week, I shall send 
' unto you Henry Narthey, by whom you shall know my determinate 
pleasure. In the mean time, I require you to put all such things in 
order as shall be meet for you here. Thus, good madam, about the 
contents of your letters, diversely and lengthy and tending to the 
lack of good will in me, that ought to be a loving husband — the 
same, nevertheless, as I think, proceeding of a good heart might 
otherwise have been qualified. I wish to you my own heart as to 
myself. 

'^From Chiplace in Holbom, the last day of January, in the fiztt 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Edward the Sixth. 
'< Your assured loving husband, 

« Henbt Sussex."* 

Of the merits of the case, in reference to the matrimonial dispute, 
nothing is now known — ^but it is difficult to believe the following 
earnest and sorrowful appeal to be written by a guilty person. 

Of Lady Sussex, the only subsequent notices that occur, are, that 
she was divorced from her husband — ^that in 1552, she was released, 
by command of the Privy Council, from imprisonment in the Tower, 
to which she had been committed on a charge of sorcery^ — ^that she 
afterwards left the country— and that, on the 9th of November, 1555, 

• Cotton. MS. Titus, B. ii. foL 51. ^ Harl. MS., 552, foL 255. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 237 

a bill was read in Parliament to the effect that Anne Calthorp, late 
the divorced wife of the Earl of Sussex, be debarred from her dower' 
and jointure, if she do not repair into the realm, within a time 
limited, and make her purgation before the bishop of her diocese. 
This bill passed ; the bishops of Bangor and St. David's being the 
only dissentients.^ 

Your opened letter of the last of July, received this 
last of August by Robert Warner's servant, containing 
my unnatural sloth of advertising my miserable estate, 
argueth to me your non-receipt of twain my several 
letters of the 16th of July and the 12th of August, 
containing as well my duty of humbleness to your 
ladyship as hope of your comfort at hand, through 
my purgation by justice of law and innocency before 
God, of all these guiltiest crimes, by surmised lies, 
whereof you, as my godly mother, wish me so earnestly 
to repent, as peril binds, if I were guilty ; to whom 
you use not more terrible threats than cheerful com- 
forts of holy scripture, rebuking my vice and persuading 
repentance, giveth me great marvel ; also to what 
author you give so firm faith of my guiltiness, that 
(neither) your wonted opinion and knowledge of my 
honesty, natural love, nor my declaration by letters of 
the Earl of Southampton's tyranny and devilish device 
of my divorce, open shame, and undoing can stay you 
from my condemnation, the grief whereof is more to 
me than of these persecutions that I bear of such 
a tyrant as doth and hath ever gloried more in 
spoil than relief of miserable estates, by whose only 
mean I am brought to this depth of sorrow and misery 
whereof at the first I seemed to all my friends so 
• Journal of the House of Lords, vol. i. p. 499. 
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guilty that I durst not by word or writing almost 
defend myself, till God at length provided my delivery 
of their hands, immediately upon the which I have not 
spared to bewray to all folk how I have been handled 
herein, the which my declaration hath and shall, I 
trust, take such effect as shall purge me and reprove 
him, the length and weariness of which matter so irketh 
me that I find nothing to encourage my defence, but 
that I know me bound not to suffer truth to perish by 
lies, but lies by truth : in furtherance whereof, though 
I do as law letteth me, I deserve not by my just doing 
your ill opinion of wrong defence, lack of repentance, 
nor of perseverance in ill, of all which your heavy letter 
reproveth me, whereof if I were guilty, as I were then 
much bound to God for so godly counsel of so good » 
mother, so am I now, being clear, to lament in this 
so great adversity to find me by enemies supplanted 
and robbed of your good opinion, without the whieh 
what can I do ? for recovery whereof what wodid I 
not do ? 

Wherefore^ good madam, though my enemies mueh 
desire, seek, and find of you their furtherance to my 
hindrance, howso they speed of that, I humbly crave 
to speed of your wonted motherly natural love, witlioiit 
the which I am indeed to you your lost child, by hki* 
derance of my brother at home that grudgee your 
killing of the fat calf at my return, not from any ill 
that I have done, but to your presence, if God and 
you shall so think meet, from the which I wish that 
vain glory had never drawn me ; but simple poverty 
therein hitherto preserved me, that then had not 
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wandered in this labour of undeserved trouble, wherein 
I am comfortless, save by my innocency, not to find 
God forgetful of me, in whom my heart is hardy to 
defend these heavy crimes of adultery and matrimony 
between Sir Edmond Knyvett and me ; of the which, 
as the one is to rob me of my livings so in furtherance 
thereof is the other of all godly reputation, mother, 
kindred, friends^ pity, mercy, justice, charity, honour, 
honesty, and all other godly respects due to my 
unguiltiness, and in their place to plant my enemies ; 
and your opinion, that I seek to maintain those errors 
by scripture, as, if I did, my frailness and ignorance 
were more tolerable than my unguiltiness is con- 
demnable, by which my infamy, as I lament that 
condemnation of these papists that take occasion of 
God's blasphemy, depraving his holy word by setting 
forth my faults, so do I rejoice my clearness from just 
occasion of their so great wickedness, and pray God for 
my trouble, and patience therein, whom I also humbly 
beseech to send you good opinion of me, so that they 
fail of my hinderance towards you, as I assure myself 
they should of such condemnation as the Earl of 
Southampton hath hitherto procured and pursued, and 
should have won if my trial had not proceeded, as it 
did long, before infidels and heathen* judges, from the 
which, for many unjust injuries, I have appealed to 
the king's majesty, and have obtained from my Lord 
Protector letters to them of such effect as this copy 
shall shew unto you, and grant of a new commission to 
these that follow. — The Bishop of Canterbury, Doctor 

* Conjectural— The letters most resemble eineke. 
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Taylor, Doctor Neavenson, Doctor EHifl, Doctor 
Merrill, and Doctor Davis, the which be all christians, 
of whom I shall have justice ; as, if I have, then doubt 
I not my deliverance. I have not yet the commission 
sealed, because Mr. Cecil, master of requests about 
my lord, is sick, and lieth in Essex, till whose return 
my lord will hear no suits, so that till Michaelmas my 
matter must stay, as I, that have no other shift, must 
and do remain here at Newington, a place of vile sort 
for all godly and worldly respects, for if, as touching 
God, I know neither good man nor woman out of my 
house, nor to the world, any but such as be too ill for 
me to dwell with here, where reigneth extremity of 
dearth and death, from whence, if either any pity of 
my lord would, as all means and friends that I can 
make could have removed me, I had not ^ven the 
world so just occasion to suspect or slander my con- 
versation, by my abiding here, where never creature 
lived in more misery than I have done and do ; for 
the house wherein I lie is so filthy, both of air and 
building, and death sq mortal here, that I am learned 
(taught) to care little for my life, that daily is in so 
present peril, and so to live and trust in Christ, that 
death to meismore lifethan (the) life that I lead in this 
vile and stinking place of sin and stench, without com- 
pany or conference with kin or friend, ill-esteemed for 
the place's sake, from the which I have not where to 
go, the which also I had not had, but strayed in the 
streets, if one William Smith had not gotten it for 
me, when I was left by my lord in London, at liberty 
to seek my living, I wist not how nor where, having 
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neither money, men, women, meat, nor more than two 
gowns of velvet, uncomely for my misery to be worn, 
with the rest of all other cruelties done to me at his 
departing, of such sort that mine own moan and dread 
of your trouble forbiddeth me to write and to desire you 
to consider, and so to remove your wrong opinion of 
my willing being in this horrible house to nature, and 
displeasant towards God, wherein dwells few but 
shameless, fearless, and careless of Him, as I am not 
guilty of the offence of either, if I had elsewhere to 
become. 

So that, since I am thus compelled to eat my meat 
with sinners, let it not oflfend you, for Christ did eat 
meat with publicans and sinners, not though the Pha- 
risees were offended, with whom I also may beggarly 
boast myself of no house to hide my head, but this 
that is not mine, but for the time, by the aid of »^mith, 
to whom I have been, in this trouble, more beholden 
than to my old friends and acquaintance, of all the 
which I have been in my extreme need so utterly for- 
saken, as never woman was ; for, when my lord left 
me without other stay than I have before written, 
Smith spared not to become of counsel with me when 
few would, and so to pursue my matter, that where I 
despaired I now assure me of delivery. He also hath 
liberally lent me money, as, if he had not, I must long 
ere now have begged ; for of my lord I had allowed 
me but 30*. a week during the time of the suit, till I 
appealed, and since that time not one penny but that 
I have borrowed of Shardlow, to whom and his wife I 
humbly crave your hearty thanks for their great com" 

VOL. III. . M 
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Ibrt, pain^ and dili^enee, baude lendiii^ n 
flinee my appMaiian (appeal,) by the iRflueh I haam 
lived, or ebe ^eoald not : so iliat throa^ Snilh and 
bim I have so defended my wrongs, and fiyed, timi I 
am in so good ease that I irnst of a good end, thoagii 
I tarry the process <£ the law, whose friendsbip, not- 
withstanding, for that I hare received knowledge frnm 
you of such conversation as is worse bmited ihan ever 
I suspected, betwixt him and a womanliiatliepiiito 
me, when I was else driven, to wash my dotkes and 
dress my meat, that had neither man nor maid left 
me^ — I have, in gentle sort, put away the woaaaiiySnd 
so used him, that I diall, nevertheless^ havefaiaae i ' ii e e 
and diligence, whrnredT I have no less need than tins 
bringer can shew you, of whom you shall rweive tin 
copy of such deolaraiion as I have sent to aiy lovd ef 
Cant^bury, by the whicdi you shaU peroeive bj wiait 
mean I have been trained to mine own midoing, if Ctod 
did not for me as he hath done ; in the whioh, if jtm 
find contrary to tales that have been told yvm, 
good madam, let this simple truth, overmaieh thani 
in your credit, and me enjoy that your old godU^ 
motherly love and good opinion, with your help of Mik 
friends as you thiidc, for your sake, will do me gaa4 
and finally your more cheerful and comfortable tefcin^ 
and advice, what behoveth me to do, in esehewiag ef 
this wretched place wherein I dwell, ai^ vo4 aot 
where else to do, the which I wish would be to ecHh 
mand me to come to you tiU Michaelmas, at snob iiine 
as I shall have my commiaEUon sealed, nntil the iriKob 
I get no penny allowed of my lord ; at whidi tiae 
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4Ufio I fiball he eiUior enfcMrced to liold tbia houae by 
fi>XQ09^ agaiast'ooa Mr. Ci>awa(^» iliat hath a fonner 
gcani; of tbe owner, \id» lajiieee till I oame, and hath 
left here pari of hia stufi^ (x eke, if I leave it then, to 
Mek xny lodging, as, if I do^ then have I Deither hoiue 
nor atuff, more than four beds, whereof t^po of them 
are very ill, whdch be the earl of SooiJciaaq^toii'sy— - 
thvA, what with loatfaflomeness of thiAhoufle, igaoranee 
SMd un^lenesa to get any other, and fear of tbia ex* 
treme pestUenee, so general and mortal, that I am at 
my wit's end^ without eomfort or eaunael of Idn or 
fidfflid, save Ood and this hringer^ Shardbw, i^pea 
whom I live, and have done these two months last 
past, and must do till the new commission be sealed^ 
before the which time I get no liraag of my iosd, nor 
allowanoe, he being, as he is, led by the earl of South- 
ampton, to my undoing, without desert or any matter 
that they can charge me with, save of a bill made by 
the earl of Southampton, in my extreme weakness of 
wit and body, cont^ttning shameful lies, to the which 
I, bj his earnest persuasion of my best way, did set 
my hand, thinking, as he swore,, never to have been 
charged therewith, the which bill is in the law of no 
force, for the party's confession is no^ust nor able cause 
Off divorce, as, if it were, I have confessed none in the 
hiB, nor anything dishonest, save that opinion of matrix 
mony, and Mr. Knyvett's coming thither three times, 
the vi^hieh lies I am so able to disprov^e, tfaait^ tboi^h I 
then, by the earl of Southampton's proenrement, lied 
of myself, I may now fearfully deny it truly, the which 
bin being avoided, they have nothing to charge me with. 
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Wherefore, good madam, I humbly crave your 

opinion of my midefiled honesty of my body, nor that 

I seek, or intend to seek. Sir Edmund Knjrvett for my 

husband, though I can easily wish that I had never 

thus troubled my lord, of whose use to me you partly 

can be witness, and that you will peruse this my 

declaration and bill of complaint to the king'^s highness ; 

the which, though they be long to read, are brief in 

respect of that matter that I have to put in them, the 

which I spared, both because that reading else were 

over painful, and length of writing irksome to me, that 

trust of good and speedy acquittal of this surmised 

matter, and of your daily blessing and good opinion of 

me, your miserable loving daughter. From Newington^ 

this 13th of September. 

Anne Sussex. 

To my lady, my mother. 



LETTER CXI. 

Frances^ Marchioness of Dorset, to the Earl of Shtewi- 
bury. Vers. 15.50. 

[TALBOT PAPERS, YOL. P., FOL. 189. COLLEGE OF ARMS. OftptfUi/.] 

*«* Lady Frances Dorset is well known to historical biagrapby as 
the daughter of the princess Mary Tudor, by Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, and the mother of the celebrated Lady Jane Grrey. Two 
other letters only of hers are known to the editot — one in the 
Burleigh Papers,* the other in Tytler's Edward and Mary,* fiiom 
an original in the State Paper Office ; both are addressed to Admbnl 
Seymour, and relate to his custody of Lady Jane.^^ 

• Page 79. ^ Vol. i. p. 134. 

« In both she addresses Seymour as her brother. For : 
on this title see Nicolas' Life of Lady Jane Grey, p. 15. 
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After my most hearty commendations to you, my 
very good lord^ forasmuch as at this present I have 
divers of my friends in Shropshire, whom I have 
cause to gratify with vension this summer, and, 
debating where I might be best provided for them, 
have thought good most heartily to desire you to 
bestow one stag upon me for this purpose, to be 
taken within your park of Blackmeyr, and to be 
delivered unto this bringer at such time as he shall 
farther attend you for the same. Your lordship's 
favour wherein to be shewed, the rather at this my 
request, shall not fail the semblable requital thereof, 
at any time hereafter when occasion shall require. 
And thus I bid you right heartily farewell. 

From Loughborough, the 15th day of June, 

Your lordship's assured friend, 

Frances Dobsrt. 
To my very good lord, 
my lord the Earl of 
Shrewsbury. 

LETTER CXIL 

Catheriney Duchess of Suffolk, to Cecil, a.d. 1550. 

[domestic records, temp. edw. yi.jNO. 274. state paper office. 
Holograph.2 

*«* The Duchess of Suffolk was one of the most lively and easy 
letter writers of the time in which she lived. The following letters 
are specimens of her familiar correspondence with Cecil, afterwards 
the great Lord Burleigh, with whom, as well as with his learned lady, 
MUdred, daughter of Sir Anthony Coke, she was on the most familiar 
terms. The views which , in the present letter, she expresses in 
reference to the importance of freedom of choice in matrimonial 
engagements are the more worthy of notice, from their being so 
opposed to the prejudices of the period. 
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I am fiovrf, mth all my heart, that my lord nrar- 
qirifla doth no better fdlow his good begummg, bat 
what can I do more than be sorry for all fatdts and 
be ready to do my best to help them if I cam, andF, 
id)en I cannot, ta&e it as patiently as I can. 1 Iolvb 
of late, by my fetters, scored him again ntit, but ho 
answereth me tiiat all is well, and that is aft his say- 
ings ; I think it the better way to let him alone in it, 
or (than) forbid it him ; for so untoward, like women, 
be some men to follow their own commodrties, if they 
be friendly exhorted thereunto, which, forbidden^ they 
do with much better will, but I am very glad that 
the earl bendeth, for although the marquis seem iron 
in his part yet I am sure the earl is his adamant ; 
therefore, there is no question but if the one< proceed 
the other will follow after. 

And where :it pleased my lord of Warwick,^* for 
the better show of his friendship, to wish my lord of 
Somerset to go through with my son for his daughter, 
I trust the friendship between my lord S. and me 
hath been tried such and hath so good assurance, 
upon the simple respects of our only good will, ikAt 
we shall not need to do any thing rashly or unor- 
derly, to make the world to believe the better of 
our friendships ; and for the one of us to think well of 
the other, no unadvised bond between a boy and 
girl can give such assurance of good will aa haik 
been tried already ; and now, they marrying bj ear 
orders, and without their consents, or as they be yet 

• Of Dorset! 

^ John Dudley, afterwards Earl of Northumberland. 
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without judgment to give eneh a ooDsent as ongfa4; to 
bo given in matrimony, I caimot tell what moro 
mikindnoBa one of ua might shew another, or wherein 
wa might work more wickedly than to bring ma 
ehildr^i into so miserable estate not to choosey by 
^ir own likings, such as they nmst profess so strait 
a bend and so great a love to for ever. This I pro*- 
mise you I have said for my lord's daughter, as weU 
as for my son, and this more I say for myself, and I 
say it not but truly, I know none this day living that 
I rather wish my son than she, but I am not, because 
I like her best^ therefore desirous that she should be 
constrained by her friends to have him, whom she 
might peradventure not like so well as I like her ; 
neither can I yet assure myself of my son's liking, 
neither do I greatly mistrust it, for, if he be ruled by 
right judgment, then shall he, I am sure, have no 
cause to mislike, except he think himself misliked ; 
but to have this matter come best to pass were that 
we parents kept still our friendship, and suffer our chil* 
dren to follow our examples, and to begin their loves 
of themselves, without our forcing ; for, — although 
both might happen to be obedient to their parents, and 
marry at our pleasures, and so find no other cause to 
mislike, but that by our power they lost their free 
choice, whereby neither of them can think themselves 
so much bounden to the other, — th[|at3 fault is suffi- 
cient to break the greatest love : wherefore I will 
make much of my lady's daughter, without the respect 
of my son's cause, and it may please my lord to love 
my son for his mother's sake, and so, I doubt not, 
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but, if God do not mislike it, my son. and his daughter 
shall much better Uke it to make up . the nuitter 
themselves, and let them even alone with it, sajrii^ 
there can no good agreement happen between them 
that we shall mislike, and, if it should not happen 
well, there is neither they nor none of us shall blame 
another. And so, my good Cecil, being weary, I 
leave you to the Lord. 
From Kingston, the 9th of May. 

Your assured, 

K. Suffolk. 

To my friend, Master Cecil. 

Endorsed, « 9th May, 1550." 



LETTER CXIIL 

Catherine, Duchess of Svffblky to Cecil, a.d. 1550. 

[domestic becobds, temp. edw. yi., no. 284. state paper officb. 
OriffincU.'l 

Your letters came not, as you had borne them in 
hand, to call me from any great business, and so to 
offend me, but rather, being long looked for, satisfied 
for the quarrel which your silence might have pro- 
voked. I have heard your ill-favoured news, as ill- 
favouredly told, and I like them as ill-favouredly. 
It liketh me best that thereby I shall not be unpro- 
vided, whatsoever betideth. I will watch, therefore^ 
and pray. And so shall you be bid well to fare. 

At my house of Eresby, the 8th of August. 

Your assured, as you know, 

K. Suffolk. 
To my loving friend, Mr. Cecil. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Catherine, Duchess of Suffolk, to Secretary Cecil. 
A.D. 1550. 

[domestic records, t^hp. edw. yi. no. 293 b. state paper office. 
H olograph, "^ 

My good Cecil, 

But shall I call you so still, now you be master 
secretary ? choose you if you will not have it so, for 
till you deny it I will call you so. And, also, this 
letter must serve you for many purposes. 

First, you shall hereby find you be not forgotten, 
but amongst the biggest remembered, and farther, 
you shall hereby take occasion not to be idle, but to be 
occupied for me. You know I wrote a letter a good 
while since, at my son's coming to the court to my 
lord of Somerset, for Naunton's cause, who, because I 
have no answer of it, shakes for fear lest my lord 
should conceive some fault in him for my earnest 
writing. I pray you help to deliver him from that 
doubt, for you know to be cursed ^ or earnest. I need 
no help, and I cannot but be so when I see my friend 
stick with me in trifles, with whom I would not stick 
in great things, if they were as much in my power to 
do the one as it is in theirs to do the other. You 
know, a good turn quickly done is twice done, and 
when it is so long tarried for it loseth half the grace 
of the benefit. Thus hear you my opinion ; if there 
be not more doctors of my mind I would there were, 
and, what mind soever they be of, I pray you save 

• Used in the sense of ** angry." 
M 2 
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them innocent from being condenmed through my 
faulty and not by them deserved, for I promise you 
she weepeth whibt I write it, fearing, that I could not 
doubt of, that a friend should mistake any thing well 
meant. 

And thus, two parts being played, the third is to 
bid you farewell with my hearty commendations to 
mistress Mildred and yourself. 

From Grimsthorp, the 18th of September. 
Your assured friend, 

K. Suffolk. 

If a right be so hard to be gotten, God hdp us in 
an untrue matt^. 

To my rtry friend, 

Master Secretary Cecil. 

Endorsed^ '< 18th SoptembeE^ 1556.** . 



i LETTER CXV. 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk^ to Secretary Cecil, 
A.D. 1550. 

[domestic RECORDS) TEMP. EDW. VI.^ NO. 299. STATE PAPBB OFFICE 

Holograph.2 

I must desu'e you, good master Cecil, to shew your 
friendship to this poor bearer, in a certain suit that 
one of Jersey hath against his brother. His request 
is but that it will please my lord of Somerset either to 
direct his letter or else to command his under captain 
in Jersey to call the matter before him, and to make 
some honest end of it, for otherwise the poor fool ig 
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like to be undone. BtU what iid» matter is I am nsk 

able to tell you, aad I pray God tbe poor fool, kiiii- 

fielf, be able to do it ; bu^ if he can, I pray you then 

to help hioi, even for charity's sake, and with tbe 

more speed that he may the sooner return to his 

garden at heme, {<a I can have no salad till he return, 

neither shall there be of sweet herbs if you help him 

not with his suit* And so I eommit him with all his 

evil English to you, and you to God. 

From Tattersal, the 2nd of October. 

Yours assured, 

K. Suffolk, 
To Master Cecil. 

Endme4, «• 2iid Oeftober, 1550." 



LETTER CXVI. 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk, to Secretary CedL 
A.D. 1551. 

[lieMSStCIG RBeOllDS, lOEMP. BDW. TI., NOi 312. STATE PAPBR OFFfCB. 

Holograph,] 

*»♦ The disputes referred to in the following letter were those 
between the Protector Somersei and the council, now strongly under 
the influence of his antagonist, Dudley, Duke of Northumberland ; 
Cecil, whose initiation into office was under tlie Protector, had wri*tten 
to Lady Suffolk to request her to try to soothe the perturbed state 
of the duke's feelingSs and to lend hev infloenee in his behaif. 



The matter between the counsel and ray lord, and 
the state of his cause, seemeth by your letter not niuch 
to differ from that which before I heard, but of ray 
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greatest fear you have quieted me; for I did never 
fear so much that wicked tongues should do him harm, 
in sowmg so deep suspects in the counciFs hearts 
against my lord, but that God would easily pull tiiem 
out, whilst they were but only surmises of malice, and 
no occasion given by any new change in him. Where- 
fore I trust my journey shall be less needful, for the 
great good that I could have done for my lord was to 
have offered him my counsel, in case he had been any 
thing impatient at their unkind dealings : and, to have 
wrought 60 much with him, if need had been, I thought 
my power somewhat. In the rest I assure you, I 
rather shall be content to give the aventure than hope 
after any good leap, and, for the more surety of the 
little that I am able to do, I have even of late had 
a meetly good trial of them. Howbeit, if I could be 
any ways persuaded that I might do my lord any 
good, I would most gladly put myself in any aventure 
for it : but, alas ! if I come I am not able to do for 
him that I would, and as unable to do that which we 
stuck so long on, then shall I not only do him no good 
but rather harm, and that I would be most sorry for. 
Wherefore, in this, I will well bethink me how I 
can master that froward and crooked mind of mine, 
before I come, and, if I can bring that to pass, then 
will I not fail with speed to accomplish your desire 
and mine own, and till then I shall lament your 
wrong, and as truly purge you from such slanders, 
when time shall serve me for it, if the parties hall 
please to credit me. And so, when I had written my 
letter, came a letter from a friend of mine, wha 
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declared yery good news, and great hope of my lord 
of Somerset's being called to the council very shortly ; 
wherefore I am now the rather determined to stay my 
coming till their goodness be past, lest, otherwise, if 
I come up whilst it is moving, they think I come to 
take away their thanks. I think it were well done to 
let every honest man have his due, and, therefore, 
check thanks, but they must not, at this time, be 
uttered, but thought and laid up till time seemeth 
better to declare them. 

Good Cecil, God be with you, and I pray you to 
make my hearty commendations and excuses that I 
write not at this time to them, for I have taken so 
extreme a cold that I have lost my speech, and almost 
my sight ; wherefore I leave you and mistress Mildred 
to God. 

From the cottage of Kingston, the 25th of March. 

Your very assured, 

K. Suffolk. 
To Master Cecil. 



LETTER CXVII. 

Catheriney Duchess of Svffolky to Secretary Cecil, 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic records, temp. EDW. VI., NO. 352. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

ffolograph.] 

*«* In July, ]551, the Duchess of Suffolk sustained a severe loss 
in the death of two sons, her only children, who hoth fell victims to 
the sweating sickness, within two days of each other. The present 
letter shows the spirit of pious resignation in which the childless 
widow bore up under her sorrows. 



2S4 LETTERS OF ROTJJL AND 

I give God tbanks, good Master CSecil, for aH his 
benefits wkieh it kath pleased Imn to heap upoo me, 
and truly I take this, his last ^(and to the ^first sight 
most sharp and bitter) punishment, not for the leaflFt 
of his benefits, inasmuch as I have never been so weU 
taught by any other before to know his power, Us 
love, and merey, my own wickedness, and that 
in^etched estate that without him I should endore 
here. And, to ascertain you that I have recdved great 
comfort in him, I would gladly do it by talk and sight 
of you ; but, as I must confess myself no better tiian 
flesh, so I am not well aUe with quiet to behold my 
very Mends without some part of those evil dregs of 
Adam, to seem sorry for that whereof I know I ratiwr 
ought to rejoice ; yet notwithstanding I would not 
spare my sorrow so much but I would gladly endure 
it, were it not f(»r far other causes that moveth me so 
to do, which I leave unwritten at this time, meaning 
to fulfil your last request to-morrow, by seven o^olopk 
in the morning. Then, if it please you, you may use 
him that I send you as if I stood by. So with many 
thanks for your lasting friendship, I betake you to 
Him that both can, and I trust will govern you to his 
glory and your best contentation. 

From Grimsthorp, this present Monday. 

Your poorest but assured friend, 

K. Suffolk. • 

To Master Secretary Cecil. 

Endorsed, " September, 1551." 
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LETTER CXVIIL 

Jane^ Lady Southampton^ to Sir WilKam Petre, 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic records, temp. edw. tl, kg. 349. sxatk v^oer ovficb. 
OriginaLJ 

*«* Lady Southampton was the daughter and heiress of William 
Cheney, Esq., and the wife of Thomas Wriothesley, the celebrated 
minister of Henry VIII., whose death, in July, 1550, left her a widow 
with a son and five daughters, with the education of whom she seems 
from the present letter to h&ve induBtrionsly occupied herself. 



After my right hearty commendations. Having 
since the departure of my late lord, and huaband sus- 
tained many injuries and mndi unkindoess, and lossth 
to trouble my friends for the redress of them, they 
grow now so faat, and lewd persons take such courage 
thereby, that I am enforced at this present to -prsy 
you to take order with a servant of mine, Hierome 
Colas, a Frenchman bom, and conducted to serve for 
certain years by my late lord and hofiband, aft shaM 
appear by bill indented, to teach my children the 
French tongue ; of the which years two remain to 
come, and he is departed from my house, without 
Ucence, to the court, where I doubt not he will be* 
oome servant to some other, if he be not prevented. 
In consideration whereof, I pray you, good master 
secretary, to take such order with him as he may be 
compelled to return to me, as equity and justice 
would. And, if it shall lie in me to do you the like 
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stead, yon shall be assured at all times. So fare yon 
most heartily well. 
From Subberton, the 24th day of September, 1551. 
Your loving and assured friend, 

Jane Southampton. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
assured friend Sir William Petre, 
Knight, one of the King's Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries. 



LETTER CXIX. 
Pnncess Mary to King Edward VI. a.d. 1551. 

[cotton. MS., TITUS, B. II., FOL. 147.] 

*^* In the spring of 1551, the Princess Mary paid a Tisit to her 
brother, when he expressed himself in terms of kind oonciliatioii in 
reference to the persecutions she had recently suffered for nligion. 
It seems to be in allusion to this, and to her unflinching firmneaB in 
adhering to her faith, that the following letter was written. 



My most excellent and noble prince^ and my most 
benign and good brother, 

I do most humbly thank you for your great good- 
ness, favour, and liberality, which, as well by your 
majesty'^s own letters as by the report and declaration 
of your counsellors, the lord great master, the lord 
privy seal, and your grace's secretary, I perceive it 
hath pleased you to determine towards me. Where- 
unto I have no more to answer, but that I shall ever 
remain your majesty ^s most humble sister and servant, 
according to such letters as I have written to your 
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highness, and to such advertisement as I have given 
unto your grace by your said counsellors ; which is 
correspondent and agreeable to my first mind and 
answer, made at the first opening of the matter unto 
me. From the which, as I neither have varied from 
the beginning, nor will vary hereafter, so, if any man 
have said the contrary, I assure your grace that he 
hath done it without my consent or commission. 

Thus I beseech our Lord to send your majesty long 
life, with good health and perpetual felicity. 

From Richmond, the 16th of July [1551]. 

Your majesty's humble sister and servant. 



" A few weeks afterwards, the privy council issued the following 
mandate, dated August 9th, 1551/ which was equally disregarded. 
'< The lords did call to consideration how many sundry ways the 
king's majesty hath travailed with his highness* sister, the Lady 
Mary, for to have reduced her to conformity in religion and 
divine service, established by his majesty's laws and acts of par- 
liament—And considering also that the long suffering of her and 
her family to do as they have done, sithens the making of the 
said statute, hath been, and yet is a great occasion of diversity 
of opinions, strife, and controversy in this realm, and remembering 
withal' how much the king's majesty's honour might be touched, 
if this matter were not provided for — have, with one accord, 
resolved that the head officers of the Lady Mary's house should 
be sent for, and charged that from henceforth they shall not per- 
mit nOr suffer any other divine service to be done, or used within 
the said Lady Mary's house than is set forth by the laws of this 
realm — And they shall also farther, on his majesty's behalf, straitly 
charge and conmiand all the said lady Mary's chaplains not to 
presume from henceforth to say any mass or other divine service 
than is appointed by the laws of this realm — and likewise to com- 
mand the rest of her grace's servants not to presume to be 
present to hear any such mass, &c. — upon pain of his majesty's 
Lndignation, and for that to be punished according to the law*. 

> Harleian MS. 352, fol. 182 6. 
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It wnako tfaons^t good ta tko knda, tM, a* tke letan of thoM 
officersi letters shall be sent to the said lady Mary from the 
king's majesty^ by which his majestyls pleasure shall be agnified 
also to her for the obsefration of this order.* 



LETTER CXX. 

Princess Mary to the Privy Council, a.d. 1552. 

[domestic BECORDS, temp. EDW. TI., no. 477. SIATE PAPBR OWICE. 

Sfoloffraph.'] 

My lords, 

I have received your gentle letters of tiie 2Sth of 
November^ and by the same do underatand the king's 
majesty's pleasure touching such sums of money as I 
have this year disbursed and allowed, for reparations 
done upon certain manors and houses, which I have» 
by letters patent of his highness ; most humbly thank- 
ing the same, for that it is his majesty^s pleasure to 
disburden me of the same. I do also in the lU&e mail- 
ner thank his highness that it hath pleased him to 
will you to give me knowledge of the proceedingiB 
between the emperor and the French king, wiiJi oiher 
occurrences in foreign parts ; beseeching Almighty 
God that all may in the end redound to his glory and 
the quietness of all Christendom, which is like ike 
rather to ensue by this overthrow of the Turk's power. 
I may not forget my lords, to give you my hearty thanks- 
for your gentleness shewed in moving the king^s buh 
jesty, touching my charges. Thus, with my hearty 
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0(HimieBclatiftii8 to yoa all, I commit jon to the tnitioa 

of Almiglity Gt>d. Ftom Beaulieu, ike 3rd of 

December. 

Yoat astused taeni to my power, 

Maby. 

To the Lords of the King's 
Majesty's Coimdl. 



LETTER CXXI. 
Princess Mary to King Edward VI: a.d. 1552. 

[domestic becobds, temp. edw. yi.^ no. 476. state papsb office. 
Holoffraph.] 

My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty. 
It may please the same to be advertised, that I have 
received your highness' most honourable letters, 
acknowledging myself not a little bound unto your 
majesty, that it would please the same to wish me 
better health than I have been accust<»ned to have, 
which was not a little to my comfort. 

And where your majesty's pleasure and desire is to 
have of me^ in exchange for other lands, the msmor of 
St. Osyths, Little and Great Glaston, and Wylleiheg, 
with their appurtenances, it may please your majesty 
to understand, that, although sundry of those manors, 
which I have by patent of ycFur highness, be not most 
commodious nor profitable, yet did I never think to 
trouble your majesty or your council for the obtaining 
of better, or to leave any of them. Howbeit^ now 
knowing your majesty^s pleasure for the said manors, 
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I shall most humbly, with my whole heart and will, 
bbey^ and satisfy your highness^ pleasure and desire in 
that behalf ; as she which both hath and shall alwajrs 
be ready to serve your majesty to my possible power, 
as my most bounden duty is, and therewithal pray 
daily to Almighty God to preserve your most royal 
estate in honour and virtue long to prosper. From 
Beaulieu, the 3rd of December. 

Your majesty'^s most humble sister, 

Mart. 

To the King's most 
Excellent Majesty. 



LETTER CXXII. 
Elizabeth^ Ijidy Cromwell^ to Sir Wm, Cecil, a.d. 1552. 

[dOMBSTIC records^ T£MP. EDW. VI., NO. 442. STATB PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,'] 

\* The abbey of Launde was bestowed on Gregory and Elizabetii 
Cromwell by Henry YIII. in February^ 1541»* and after the death 
of the husband in 1551, it was the principal residence of hie widow. 
The nieces who are mentioned in the following letter were four 
of the six daughters of the disgraced Protector Somerset, who wcfe 
committed by the Privy Council to the guardianship of their aimft. 



After the due manner of my most hearty com- 
mendations unto you, good Master Cecil, I dare not 
think any unkindness that my lady, your bed-fellow, 
and you did not, according to your promise^ see the 
poor house of Launde. I ensure you it would have 
been greatly to my comfort, and I most heartily pray 
» Report. Originalia, 32 Hen. YIII. Addit. MS. 6365, foL 174 K 
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you, when you come into these our parts again, to 
take my poor house as your own, where you shall be 
so heartily welcome as my heart can think to the 
nearest friend I have in the world. 

Your great gentleness, many ways shewed towards 
me, emboldeneth me to trouble you with these my 
letters, whereby it may please you to understand that, 
where it pleased the king's majesty and his most 
honourable council to will me to take into my tuition 
my four nieces, I thought it my duty, and the rather 
being moved by your friendly advice declared unto me 
by your gentle letters, to satisfy the counciPs honour- 
able requests and not to refuse them ; although, if I 
should have declared unto my said honourable lords 
at that time what charge and other cares I, being now 
a lone woman, am troubled with, I doubt not but it 
would have pleased them, of their honours, to have 
accepted in good part my reasonable cause to have 
refused them. Wherefore, considering with myself the 
weighty burden and care which nature bindeth me to 
be mindful of, as well for the bestowing of my own 
children, as also for such poor family as my late lord and 
husband h^th left me unprovided for, enforceth me to 
require your help and advice, that hereafter, about 
Christmas next, or shortly after then, by your good 
means, my said honourable lords of the council may 
understand that, when my said nieces have accom- 
plished a full year with me, then my trust is that they 
shall be otherwhere provided for and bestowed than with 
me : trusting that there be places enough where they 
may be, better than with me ; and, as I do perceive 
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by ihesa many ways, mudi moce to tbedr owa.oontent^ 
ations and pleasings. And even as I was bold to write 
unto the king'^s iughness^ most honourahla ooanfiil^ that 
I, being a lone woman^ not nigh any of UKy.kiQufalk, 
whereby I the rather am destitute of fciendly advice 
and counsel, how to use myself in the rule of sueh 
company as now I am careful o^ so now I am likewise 
bold to declare the same unto you, being not at any 
time either instructed by you or any other of my said 
honourable lords, how to use my said nieces ; conat- 
dering that I have, in some cases, thought good thai 
my said nieces should not all wholly be their own 
guides, but rather willing them to fdObw mine advice, 
which they have not taken in such good part;a8 mj 
good meaning was, nor according to my Qxpectatfeion 
in them. 

Trusting, therefore, so much in your worship^ that 
you will so tender my aforesaid desire^ as the same 
may so come to pass that my request hereia may be 
satisfied in eonvenient time, and without any dis- 
pleasure towards me for my good meamug. Andthns 
I beseech the living God to send you continual boaUh 
and much increase of honour. From Lanndo, the 
25th of October, 1552. 

Yours always assured to her power^ 

Elizabeth Cbdmwmlu 

To tho Right Honourable Sir William 
Cecil, Knight, one of the kiog*^ 
highness' priry oouneil, 

Give tiicse. 
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LETTEK CXXIIL 

Prmcess JEXiztAetk to the Duke afNorthuwierhmSl. 
A.D. 1558. 

[leu tita di eusabetta, tol. i., p. 206. Italian,} 

My lord duke, 

My sistetr and I were, some days ago, apprised of 
the plots and cabals which your ambition for the 
advancement of your own house has led you to form, 
in order to exclude us both from the suecession to 
the crown. We were not, howerer, willing to give 
credit to these reports ; because we could not concern 
that a gentleman of your merit, of whom we hold so 
good an opinion, and who evinced, when you took 
the reins of government of this kingdom, such ardour 
and Jieal in the deSenoe of laws and justice, was 
capable of doing one of the most scandalous acts of 
injustice — that <^ inducing and even forcing an 
innoeent king, when in the languor of bodily infirmity, 
to exclude, under foolish suspicions and ill-founded 
pretexts, by a surreptitious and violent will, the 
lawful heirs of the crown — those who have been so 
recognised by will^ and 1^ a Intimate act of open 
parliament. 

Now, why do us this injustice? Is it to call to the 
inheritance of the crown persons more resnotely 
allied, of other blood, and other name, merely 
because they are your rdations I Is this the fair 
renown that the king our dear brother and woweteign 
• Thatof Henry VIII, 
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lord, will, through your mad passion, leave behind, 
if God should take him from us ! Is this the mighty 
honour your lordship will gain — ^to make use of your 
present power, only to exclude from the succession 
the rightful daughters of king Henry our father, and 
the sisters on the father's side of king Edward, to 
bring in the daughters of the duke of Suffolk, ¥^o 
has had no other claim than that of having married 
one of our aunts? Is this the illustrious glory that 
you are to acquire among foreign nations, when they 
shall know that, by your passion and ambition, are 
violated and broken the most sacred laws of this 
kingdom and the legitimate rights of the succession 
to the throne ? 

However, we console ourselves in the hope, that 
that heaven which is adverse to wrongs done upon 
earth, will restore] health to our royal brother, and 
give him time to discover that he has been over- 
reached and ill-counselled ; and to your lordship time 
for repentance for your machinations against the 
glory of the king, the tranquillity of the kingdom, 
the laws of the state, the rights of the crown,'and our 
individual interests. But if God wills otherwise, we 
hope that He, the guardian of justice, will take in hand 
our cause, so trampled upon by your lordship ; and 
that the parliament and the judges, who are the 
defenders of the laws and of the crown, will draw us 
out of that oppression into which your ambition has 
cast us. I remain, meanwhile, in that state in whioh 
vou have placed me, 

EUZABITH. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

Grace^ Countess of Shrewsbury, to the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
A.D. 1553. 

[TALBOT PAPBBSy TOL. P., FOL. 223. C0LLE68 OF ASUS. Off^llMLj 

*»* The Countess Grace was the daughter of Robert Shakerly, 
Esq., of Longsdon, Derbydhure, and the second wife of FrmeuF, fifth 
earl of Shrewsbury. She died in August, 1558, two years befoxe tlie'^ 
decease of her husband, by whom she had no children. 

The earl of Shrewsbury was, in the first year of Queen Mary's 
reign, appointed president of the council; in the north. 



After my most hearty commendations unto your 
good lordship; the same shall be advertised that, 
yesternight, as the queen's majesty came from even- 
song, which was sung in the chapel by all the singing- 
men of the same, with playing of the organs of the 
solemnest manner, her highness called me unto her, 
and asked me when your lordship rode towards the 
north ; and, when I had told her grace, she held up 
her hands, and besought God to send you good 
health, and soon to see you again ; and also prayed 
God to send you good success in her affairs in that 
country, with many other good and comfortable 
words towards your lordship, too long here to write, 
whereby I perceive her highness to be somewhat 
doubtful of the quietness of that country. Wherefore 
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good my lord, let her highness have a letter from 
you, as soon as you come to York, of the state of 
the countries thereabouts, and how they take her 
grace's new service, wherewith her highness much 
rejoices to hear her subjects well pleased. 

And, after that, by reason the warrant for your 
commission for the presidentship was not signed, I 
moved her grace for it ; and she were sorry it was so 
[long] delayed ; and straightway commanded my lord 
of Arundel [to send] to my lord chancellor for it, 
and so signed it straightway. 

Her highness were so much my good lady, that 
(she) commanded me whatever I lacked I should be 
bold to come to her grace ; for she would be my 
husband unto your lordship returned again. My 
lord, you shall understand that my lord of Arundel 
fihowed himself very friendly unto me, and hath been 
with me divers times, and asks me what I lack, very 
gently. Other news here is not as yet, but that my 
lord Courtnay this day shall be created earl of 
Devonshire ; and what other things shall chance here, 
worthy advertisement, your lordship shall be sure to 
hear from me from time to time, by the grace of our 
Lord, who send you long good health. 

From Richmond, this 3rd day of September, 1553. 
Your lordship's loving wife, 

G. Shuewsbubt. 

To my Lord. 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Grace^ Countess of Shreiosbury^ to the Earl her husband. 

[TALBOT PAPERS, VOL. O., FOL. 1. COLLEGE OF ARMS. Ol'VyVMll.'] 

My lord, 

After my most hearty and humble commendations 
unto your good lordship, you shall understand that I 
have received yours by Bateman, wherein I perceive 
that your lordship is in health, thanks be unto God, 
and were welcome to the court, both to the king'^s 
majesty and the council. Also, I perceive that your 
lordship intendeth to have the next sitting at York, 
and that I shall send up Bradshaw to you, to whom I 
pray you give credit, for he can inform you more 
than I have written. Also, I pray you that I may 
have word where I shall have venison against the 
sitting, if you come not home before that time. 

Also, the building at Sheffield Lodge goeth well 
forward. My lord Talbot and my lady* be both in 
health, and came with me to York, and there 
remained with me a se'nnight. Also, my lord of 
Cumberland^ hath sent me word by Elstoft, his 
servant, that he will be with me this next week, for 
he would fain speak with me. And, for the matter 
concerning Francis Gayle and my niece, I pray you 

» George, afterwards sixth earl of Shrewsbury, and Lady Gertrude 
Manners, his first wife. 

^ Henry Clififord, who, about the year 1551, had married Anne, 
daughter of Lord Dacres, and niece of the earl of Shrewsbury. See 
letter of Lord Dacres to the earl of Shrewsbury, Lambeth MS. 695, 
fol. C.31. 
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take no more pains therein, for old Mr. Gayle saith 

that he hath charged his son upon his blessing to 

make no further suit, neither to her nor to none of 

her friends, seeing they make it so strange. 

Also, my lord, I pray you to bring me a piece of 

cloth at your coming down, to make pillow-covers.* 

And thus I bid your lordship most heartily fiirew€ll, 

with much honour and long health. From York, this 

15th day of June. 

By your loving and obedient wife, 

6. Shbewssukt. 
Td my Lord. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

Lady Elizabeth Dacres to Grace^ Countess of Shrewsbury. 

[TALBOT PAPEBS, VOL. 0.^ FOL. IQ. COLLBGE OF ABMS. Or\^iaud*\ 

*^* A letter from Lady Elizabeth Daoree, daughter of George, 
fourth earlf and sister of Francis^ fifth earl of Shrewsbury, has 
been previously given. The Talbot Papers contain, besides the two 
following, a third, dated November 3rd, 1555, requesting her brother 
to fftTour two servants of her husband in obtaining redress for mvm 
grievances ; and in the Cottonian MSS. is another addressed to the 
duke of Norfolk on her becoming a widow in 1566.^ 



My very good lady and sister, 

After my most heartiest commendations tmto yotir 

good ladyship, with like thanks for your ^eat pains 

taken here at Skipton with my daughter of Citmber- 

land,c and also for your manifold gentleness that at 

« Pyllovors in the orig. ^ Appendix xadx. ioL €. 

c Anne Dacres, wife of Henry Clifford, earl of CnmberiaoL 
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all times I have received at your hands. And 
whereas at your being here I did partly declare 
my mind unto you that I were at this instant very 
needful of money, thinking no less with mysdf than 
to have received eo much as would have served my 
turn at the hands of Mr. Blount of the rents of 
Ekenton. Albeit I do perceive that he hath sent 
the same unto Carlisle, by one Mr. Salkwood, a 
gentleman of that country. Wherefore this shall be 
most heartily to desire your good ladyship to be a 
mean to my lord, your husband, to stand so good 
lord unto me at this present as to lend me the sum of 
10/. until that time I shall come unto Carlisle, and 
then so conveniently as I come thither 1 shall repay 
a>gain the same sum, at such day as it shall please my 
lord or your ladyship to appoint. I shall then not 
fail to send it unto your good ladyship. And herein 
you may shew me a great pleasure, and that I may 
account myself unto you most bounden for the same, 
as at all times I have been no less sundry ways here 
afore time. Wherefore I pray God that I may be 
once able to recompense your great kindness. And 
herein, with my most heartiest commendations to my 
very good lord, your husband, do even so beseech 
Almighty God long to preserve your good ladyship 
in health, with much increase of honour. From 
Skipton, the 22nd of this instant month of December. 
Your very loving sister-in-law, 

Elizabeth Dacbe. 

To my very loving sister-in-law, 
the Countess of Shrewsbury. 
Unto her good ladyship, give 
this. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Lady Elizabeth Dacres to the Earl of Shretosburtf. 

[TALBOT PAPKBS^ VOL. 0., FOL. 14. COLLEGE OF ARMS. OrigitloiJ] 

My very good lord and brother, 

In my most humble and hearty manner I recom- 
mend me unto your good lordship. Pleaseth the 
same to be advertised, I have received a letter and 
ten pounds money of your servant this bearer, for 
which I most heartily thank your lordship, and shall 
.not fail to pay you the same again when I am able, 
God willing, who have your good lordship in his 
blessed tuition. From Morpeth, the 29th day of 
December. 

Your loving sister, 

ELizABETn Dagrb. 

To my very good lord and brother;, 
my Lord Shrewsbury's good 
lordship. 



LETTER CXXVIII. 
Lady Jane Grey to Queen Mary. a,d. 1553. 

[POLLINI I8T0RIA ECCLESIASTJCA DELLA RIYOLUZION d'iNGHILZKBRA. 

P. 355. lialian.} 

%* The document now presented to the reader is entitled by Pol- 
lini a letter from the Lady Jane Grey to Queen Mary ; but it hetOB 
rather the character of a statement drawn up for the queen, sinee it 
has no address, subscription, or signature. It contains % simple and 
circumstantial detail, in her own words, of the leading inei^BDli ia 
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the short-liTed regality of ^ Jane the queen.** The remarkable fact 
that she believed two attempts had been made upon her life has been 
little noticed or known. Its mention stamps additional authenticity 
on the letter, because those attempts must of course have been made 
by the Catholic party, and would never have been repeated by a 
zealous Catholic like Pollini, on any uncertain authority. Cavendish, 
a contemporary writer, gentleman usher to Cardinal Wolsey, thus 
introduces Lady Jane Grey amongst the visionary phantoms^ who 
passed in review before his poetic brain. 

Then saw I a lady that tender was of age, 
Suddenly appear with an headless body ; 

The sight was strange, it abated my courage. 
To see so young a thing to chance on such folly. 
Her head to lose, that might have lived full jolly : 

By signs without words she made me to understand. 

To write her dolSf that I should take in hand. 

LADY JANE GREY. 

By signs slie taught me thus to write : 
As though (quoth she) why did ye me deceive. 

With feigning fantasy against all equity and right, 
The regal powers unjustly to receive. 
To serve your turns, I do right well perceive ; 

For I was your instrument to work your purpose by. 

All was but falsehood to blear withal mine eye. 

Your creeping and kneeling to me, poor innocent, 
Brought me to weaning, with your persuasions. 

That all was truth, which you untruly meant ; 
Such were your arguments, such were your reasons^ 
Made to me at sundry times and seasons. 

Your subtle dealing deceived hath both you and me. 

Dissimulation will not serve, now may you see. 

My sorrows are treble and full of double woe. 
To remember the tragedy, and woeful case. 

That to my father, my husband, and me also 
Is happened, through folly and lack of grace ; 
It causeth the tears to run down my face, 

And to lament your misfortune and mine. 

By such blind folly to fall into ruin. 

N 2 
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FareweUy madam ! fiirewell, lacb^ -mother ! 
Farewell, my Biaten ! farewell, my iriends all ! 

Help m wiih your prayers, our prayers to further 
Ufito God Almighty, the Lord supernal, 
That he of his grace will unto him csU 

!Dhe souls of his creatures that saw lieth dead ; 

Which hy the laws hath received our jnead.* 



Although my fault be such that, but for the good- 
ness and clemency of the queen, I can have no hope 
of finding pardon, nor in craving forgiveness, having 
given ear to those who at that time appeared, not 
only to myself, but also to a great part of this realm, 
to be wise, and now have manifested themselves the 
-contrary, not only to my and their great detriment, 
but with the conunon disgrace and blame of all, they 
having with such shameful boldness made so blame- 
able and dishonourable an attempt to give to others 
that whibh was not theirs, neither did it become me 
to accept (wherefore rightly and justly am I ashamed 
to ask pardon for such a crime), nevertheless, I trust 
in God that as now I know and confess my want of 
prudence, for which I deserve heavy punishment, 
except for the very great mercy of your majesty, 
I can still on many grounds conceive hope of your 
infinite clemency, it being known that the error 
imputed to me has not been altogether caused by 
myself. Because, although my fault may be great, 
and I confess it to be so, nevertheless I am charged 
and esteemed guilty more than I have deserved. For 
whereas I might take upon me that of which I was 
not worthy, yet no one can ever say either that I 

■ Cavendish's Life of Wolsey, Singer's edit. vol. u. p. 156. 
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sought it as my own, or that I was pleased with it or 
ever accepted it. For when it was pubEcly reported 
that there was no more hope of the king^s life, as tSie 
dnchess of Northumberland had before promised that 
I should remain in the house with my mother, so she, 
having understood this soon after from her husband, 
who was the first that told it to me, did not wish me 
to leave my house, saying to me that if God should 
have willed to call the king to his mercy, of ^hose 
life there was no longer any hope, it would be need- 
ful for me to go inmiediaiely to the Tower, I being 
made by his majesty heir of his realm. Which 
words being spoken to me thus unexpectedly, put me 
in great perturbation, and greatly disturbed my 
mind, as yet soon after they oppressed me much 
more. But I, nevertheless, making little account of 
these words, delayed not to go from my mother. So 
that the duchess of Northumberland was angry with 
me and with the duchess my mother, saying that, if 
she had resolved to keep me in the house, she should 
have kept her son, my husband, near her, to whom 
she thought I would certainly have gone, and she 
would have been free from the charge of me. And, 
in truth, I remained in her house two or three nights, 
but at length obtained leave to go to Chelsea, for my 
recreation, where soon after, being sick, I was sum- 
moned by the council, giving me to understand that 
I must go that same night to Sion, to receive that 
which had been ordered for me by the king. And 
she who brought me this news was the lady Sidney, 
my sister-in-law, the daughter of the duke of North- 
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umberland, who told me with extraordinary serious- 
ness that it was necessary for me to go with her, 
which I did. When we arrived there, we fomid no 
one, but soon after came the duke of Northumber- 
land, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Arundel, the earl of Huntingdon, and the earl of 
Pembroke. By which lords I was long held in con- 
versation, before they announced to me the death of 
the king, especially by the earls of Huntingdon and 
Pembroke, who, with unwonted caresses and pleasant- 
ness, did me such reverence as was not at all suitable 
to my state, kneeling down before me on the grotUid, 
and in many other ways making semblance of honour- 
ing me. And acknowledging me as their sovereign 
lady (so that they made me blush with infinite con^ 
fusion), at length they brought to me the duchess 
Frances my mother, the duchess of Northumberland, 
and the marchioness of Northampton. The duke 
of Northumberland, as president of the council, 
announced the death of King Edward, shewing after- 
ward what cause we had all to rejoice for the 
virtuous and praiseworthy life that he had led, as 
also for his very good death. Furthermore, he pre- 
tended to comfort himself and the by-standers by 
praising much his prudence and goodness, for the 
very great care that he had taken of his kingdom at 
the very close of his life, l^having prayed God to 
defend it from the Popish faith and to deliver it 
from tlie rule of his evil sisters. He then said that 
his majesty had well weighed an act of parliament^ 
wherein it was already resolved that whoever should 
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acknowledgfe the most serene Mary, that is your most 
serene majesty, or the lady Elizabeth, and receive 
them as true heirs of the crown of England, these 
should be held all for traitors, one of them having 
formerly been disobedient to her father, Henry the 
8th, and also to himself, concerning the truth of 
religion, and afterwards also capital enemies of the 
Word of God, and both bastards. Wherefore in no 
manner did he wish that they should be heirs of him 
and of that crown, he being able in every way to 
disinherit them. And therefore, before his death, he 
gave order to the council that, for the honour they 
owed to him, and for the love they bare to tho 
realm, and for the affection that was due to their 
country, they should obey this his last will. Tho 
duke then added that I was the heir named by his 
majesty to succeed to the crown, and that my sisters 
should likewise succeed me in case of my default of 
issue. At which words all the lords of the council 
kneeled down before me, telling me that they ren- 
dered to me the honour that was due to my person, 
I being, of true and direct lineage, heir to that 
crown, and that it became them in the best manner 
to observe that which, with deliberate mind, they 
had promised to the king, even to shed their blood, 
exposing their own lives to death. Which things, as 
soon as 1 had heard, with infinite grief of mind, how 
I was beside myself stupified and troubled, I will 
leave it to those lords who were present to testify, 
who saw me, overcome by sudden and unexpected 
grief, fall on the ground, weeping very bitterly ; and 
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ihea, declaring to them my insuffioiency, I greatly 
bewailed myself for the death of so noble a prinoe, 
and at the same time turned myself to God, humbly 
praying and beseeching him, that if what was given 
to me was rightly and lawfully mine^ his Diiine 
Majesty would grant me such grace and spirit that I 
might govern it to his glory and service, and to the 
advantage of this realm. 

On the day following (as is known to every one) 
I was conducted to the Tower, and shortly aftor- 
wards were presented to me by the marquis of 
Winchester, lord high treasurer, the jewels, with 
which he also brought me the crown, although it had 
never been demanded from him by me or by any -CHie 
in my name ; and he further wished me to put it on 
my head, to try whether it really became me well or 
no. The which, although with many excuses, I refused 
to do, he nevertheless added that I might take it 
without fear, and that another also should be made to 
crown my husband with me. Which thing I, for mj 
part, heard truly with a troubled mind, and with ill 
will, even with infinite grief and displeasure of heart. 
And, after the said lord was gone, and I was reasonii^ 
of many things with my husband, he assented liat if 
he were to be made king, he would be made so by me, 
by act of parliament. But afterwards I sent for the 
earls of Arundel and Pembroke, and said to them 
that, if the crown belonged to me, I should be content 
to make my husband a duke, but would never consent 
to make him king. Which resolution of minegsro 
his mother (this my opinion being related to ker) 
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great cause for anger and diedain, so that she) being 
very angry with me and greatly displeased, persuaded 
her son not to (deep with me any kmger as he was 
wont to do, affirming to me moreover that he did not 
wish in any wise to be a duke but a king. So that I 
•was constrained to send to him the earls of Arundel 
and Pembroke, who had negociated with him to come, 
from me, otherwise I knew that the next morning he 
would have gone to Sion. 

And thus in truth was I deceived by the duke and the 
council, and ill treated by my husband and his mother. 
Moreover (as Sir John Gates has confessed) he (the 
duke) was the first to persuade king Edward to make 
me his heir. As to the rest, for my part, I know not 
-what the council may have determined to do, but I 
know for certain that, twice during this time, poison 
was given to me, first in the house of the duchess of 
Northumberland, and afterwards here in the Tower, 
as I have the best and most certain testimony, besides 
that since that time all my hair has fallen off. And 
all these things I have wished to say for the witness 
of my innocence and the disburdening of my 
conscience. 



LETTER CXXIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to Lady Knollys. a.d. 1553. 

[LANSDOWNE MS., NO. 94, ART. 10.] 

*j,5* Lady Knollys was cousin to the Princess Elizabeth, being the 
daughter of Anne Boleyn's elder sister Mary, by her first husband, 
William Carey. He and his wife, being adherents of the Protestant 
faith, were compelled to fly from the Marian persecution, and it was 
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on that occaBion that the following letter was written. It is carious, 
as affording the earliest specimen of the peculiarly abrupt, senten- 
tious, and elaborated style of composition in which Elizabeth after- 
wards greatly delighted. Lady KnoUys was afterwards a personal 
friend and attendant of Elizabeth when queen. 



Relieve your sorrow for your far journey with joy 
of your short return, and think this pilgrimage 
rather a proof of your friends, than a leaving of your 
country. The length of time, and distance of place, 
separates not the love of friends, nor deprives not 
the shew of good-will. An old saying, when bale'm 
lowest boot is nearest : when your need shall be most 
you shall find my friendship greatest. Let others 
promise, and I will do, in words not more, in deeds 
as much. My power but small, my love as great as 
them whose gifts may tell their friendship's tale, let 
will supply all other want, and oft sending take the 
lieu of often sights. Your messengers shall not 
return empty, nor yet your desires unaccomplished. 
Lethe's flood hath here no coufse, good memory 
hath greatest stream. And, to conclude, a word 
that hardly I can say, I am driven by need to write, 
farewell, it is which in the sense one way I wish, the 
other way I grieve. 

Your loving cousin and ready friend. 

Cor rotto. 

Endorsed— "1553, 

Copy of a letter written 

by the Lady Elizabeth's 

grace, 

To the Lady Knollys." 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Maiy Queen of Scots to Queen Mary of England. 
A.D. 1554. 

[SCOTTISH ROYAL LETTERS, VOL. I. ART. 86. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph,'^ 

*,,* The present letter is tlie earliest autogi*aph of Mary queen 
of Scots known to be in existence, and is several years antecedent 
in date to any letter hitkei*to published •, the first, in Prince Laba- 
nofPs inestimable collection, being written in 1558 or 1559. The 
handwriting is childish but regular ; lines were ruled in the ori- 
ginal, by a slight indentation of the paper — the ''Marie/' which 
bears a strong resemblance to her well-known signature in later days, 
being guided by lines both at the top and bottom. Afac-sitnik is 
appended to the present volume. 



Madam, my good sister, 

Since the Sieur d'Oysel, the king's lieutenant in 
Scotland, is returning, I have requested him, in pass- 
ing through your kingdom, to visit you from me, and 
thank you, as I do most affectionately, for the kindly 
friendship of which you give me assurance in your 
last letter, and to tell you that for my part I have 
determined to correspond to it so sincerely that, if it 
please God, there shall be a perpetual remembrance 
that there were two queens in this island at the same 
time, as united in inviolate friendship as they are in 
blood and near lineage. About which, and about all 
which he will give you to understand from me, I pray 



282 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

you, madam, my good sister, to believe him just as 
you would the very person of 

Your good sifiter and cousin, 

Mabie* 

To madam^ my good sister, 
the Qaeen of England. 
Endorsed — " The'young Scottish queen to 
the queen's majesty,*' 



LETTER CXXXL 
Queen Mary to Lord Chandos. a»j>. 1554* 

[COITON. HS., CLEOPATRA, E. T., FOL. 380.] 

*•* The eharacter of ^ bloody Queen Mary," as she has so kog 
heen designated, has been the subject of much dispute and nuaie- 
presentation. Protestant zeal in the reign of Elizabeth heaped upon 
her every epithet of opprobrium, and represented her as alike hideous 
in mind and person ; while the latitudinarian charity of modem days, 
anxious to do justice to one so greatly wronged, has represented her 
as all that is mild and noble, generous and high^ninded. The truth 
seems to lie between the two. Mary's natural disposition was fim 
but amiable, and the sorrows of her early life had exercised a soften- 
ing influence over it ; but such was the fearful influence of the £uth 
which she professed, and to which she conscientiously adhered, that it 
urged her on to deeds of cruelty and blood, from which a woman's 
heart might well have shrunk. During her brief reign, 277 pezsons^ 
including fiye bishops, sufiered martyrdom, and nearly as many died in 
prison through hunger and other cruelties.^ 

The Harleian MS., 424, contains a doggerel poem in 83 stanzas^ ad- 
dressed by a Protestant to Queen Mary, on the Ist of Oetober 15&3y 
commencing, **• lovesome rose, most redolent^" and caniaimng in 
the first few stanzas some complimentary allusions, but soon diyergiqg 
to the main business of the poem, which is an earnest remonstnuiee 
against the restoration of popish idolatry. 

* Harleian Miseellany, Yol. i. p. 212. 
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noble queen, take heed, take heed. 

Beware your own intent ; 
Look ere you leap, then shall you speed. 

Far haste maketh many shent (lost). 

« • « 

What great presumption doth appear. 

Thus, in a week or twain. 
To work more shame than in 7 year 

Can be redressed again. 

• « « 

That miserable masking mass, 

Which all good men doth hate, 
Is now by you brought in again, 

The root of all debate. 

Poor ministers that loveth God's word, 

They feel this bitter rod ; 
Who are robbed from house and goods, 

As though there were no God. 

« « • • 

Hath Gt)d thus high exalted you, 

And set you in a croum I 
That you should prison and deface 

His flock that maketh moan 1 

The Lord, who doth his flock defend. 

As the apple of an eye, 
Of these will quickly make an end — 

And banish cruelty. 

Therefore, my counsel if you take, 

And think thereof no scom. 
You shall find it the best counsel. 

You had since you were bom. 

These miserable rhymes contain the exposition of the sentiments 
of the greater part of Mary's subjects ; but "which, in her zeal, she 
little regarded. 

The following is the mandate for the execution of the Protestant 
Bishop Hooper, which took place on the second of Februaryi 1 554. 



Whereas John Hooper, who of late was called 
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Bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, is, by due 
order of the laws ecclesiastic, condemned and judged 
for a most obstinate, false, detestable heretic, and 
committed to our secular power, to be burned accord- 
ing to the wholesome and good laws of our realm in 
that case provided : forasmuch as in those cities and 
the diocese thereof, ho hath in times past preached 
and taught most pestilent heresies and doctrine to 
our subjects there. We have, therefore, given order, 
that the said Hodper, who yet persisteth obstinate, 
and hath refused mercy, when it was graciously 
offered, shall be put to execution in the said city 
of Gloucester, for the example and terror of others, 
such as he hath there seduced and mistaught, and 
because he hath done most harm there ; and will that 
you, calling unto you some of reputation, dwelling in 
the shire, (such as you think best) shall repair unto 
our said city, and be at the said execution, assisting 
our mayor and sheriffs of the same city, in this 
behalf. 

(>4And forasmuch also as the said Hooper is, as 
heretics be, a vain-glorious person, and delighteth 
in his tongue, and, having liberty, may use his said 
tongue to persuade such as he hath seduced to pei^ 
sist in the miserable opinion that he hath sown 
amongst them; our pleasure is, therefore, and we 
require you to take order that the said Hooper be, 
neither at the time of his execution nor in going to 
the place thereof, suffered to speak at large, but 
thither to be led, quietly and in silence, for eschewing 
of further infection, and such inconvenience as may 
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otherwise ensue in this part. Whereof fail you 
not, as you tender our pleasure. 

Endorsed — 

" A true copy of an old paper 
in my custody, which seems to be 
the first draught of a letter 
from the queen to the lord 
Chandos, &c., who went to see 
execution done on Bishop Hooper. 

Thom. Tannkr." 



LETTER CXXXII. . 

Queen Mary I. to Sir Hugh Pollard and others, 
A.D. 1554. 

[domestic records, temp, mart I., NO. 19. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,] 

*»* The repugnance of the English nation in general to the 
alliance of their queen with a foreigner and a Catholic is strongly 
proved by the two following letters. 



By the Queen. 
Mary, the Queen, 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
where certain lewd and ill-disposed persons, minding 
to set forth their devilish seditious purposes, some to 
the hinderance of the true Catholic religion and divine 
service, now by the goodness of God restored within 
this our realm, other of a traitorous conspiracy against 
our person and state royal, have of late, and still do, 
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maliclonfily publish many false rnmourB of the comiiig 
of the high and mighty prince, our dearest cousin the 
prince of Spain> and others of that nation into thift 
our realm : albeit we nothing doubt but all our good 
loving subjects of the honest sort have that aflSance 
of us, that we neither have nor will, during our li?e, 
agree to any thing that may be to the hinderance 
or prejudice of the ancient liberties, freedoms, and 
commonwealth of this our realm and subjects : yet, to 
satisfy such as, through the crafty malice of other, be 
perchance abused with this thing, we have caused 
the very true effect of the articles of the treaty, lately 
concluded, to be delivered to sundry persons of credit^ 
to be by them published in sundry parts of our realm : 
wherewith, as we do right well know, the great part 
of our subjects be (as they have good cause) right 
well satisfied ; so being credibly informed that the 
great number of our good subjects of that our county 
of Devon have shewed themselves well willing to obey 
and serve us, notwithstanding some lewd practiees 
of late unnaturally attempted, and many false and 
untrue reports spread among them ; we have thought 
good to signify unto you by these our letters that we 
take and accept the same in very thankful pskrt, and 
shall not fail to have it in our good remembimaee. 
Which our good determination towards tiiem our 
pleasure is you shall cause to be published untotheniy 
so as the good, being thereby the better comforted to 
continue in their duties of allegiance, may take the 
better heed> and beware of the authors of these cr 
any such like false bruits and mmoiirff ; whevribj m 
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they shall best provide for their own sureties, quiet, 
and preservation, so shall we not fail to see ibeaai 
succoured and provided for, and be glad to show one- 
self their good and gracious lady as often as any 
occasion may serve. 

Given under our signet at our manor of St. JameSj 
the 22nd of January, the first year of our reign. 

To our trusty and well-beloved, Sir 
Hugh Pollard, Sir John St. Leger, 
Sir Kichard Edgcombe, and Sir 
John Fulford, Knights ; and to 
erery of them. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 

Queen Mary to the Nobility of England, a.d. 1554. 

[tanmee MS., NO. 90, FOL. 196. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. Original,'] 

By the Queen. 
Mary, the Queen, 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And where the Duke of Suffolk, and his brethren, 
with divers other persons, forgetting their truth and 
duty of allegiance which they owe to God and us, 
and also the great mercy which the said duke hath 
lately received of us, be, as we are surely informed, 
revolted,^ and maUciously conspired together to stir 
our people and subjects most unnaturally to rebel 
against us and the laws lately made by authority of 
parliament for the restitution of the true Catholic 
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Christian religion ; making their only pretence never- 
theless (though falsely) to let the coming in of the 
prince of Spain and his train, spreading most false 
rumours that the said prince and the Spaniards 
intend to conquer this our realm, whereas his said* 
coming is for the gi'eat honour and surety of us and 
our said realm, as we doubt not God will in the end 
make a most plain demonstration to the comfort of 
all our good subjects. Therefore, trusting in your 
fidelity, valiantness, and noble courage, to serve us 
and our said realm against the said traitors and 
rebels, we require you, immediately upon the sight 
hereof, to put yourself in order to repress the same, 
with all the power, puissance, and force you can pos- 
sibly make of horsemen and footmen, as well of your 
own servants, tenants, and friends, as others under 
your rule. To the levying, raising, and leading of 
which force we give you full power and authority by 
these present. Willing you further to have a vigilant 
eye to all such as spread those false rumours^ and 
them to apprehend and commit toward, to be ordered 
as the law requireth. And .to the intent our good 
subjects shalj fully understand upon how false a 
ground the said traitors build, and how honourably 
we have concluded to marry with the said prince, we 
send unto you the articles of our said convention of 
marriage. Wherefore, right trusty and well-beloved, 
as you be a noble man, and bear good hearrt to us 
your liege lady and country, now acquit yourself ac- 
cording to your bounden duty which you owe to God 
and us. And we shall consider the same, God 
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willing, as shall be to the good comfort of you and 
yours. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of St. James, 
the 27th of January, the first year of our reign. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Queen Mary to the Earl of Sussex. 
[cotton. MS., TITUS, B. II. FOL. 123. OriginaL'\ 

By the Queen. 
Mary, the queen. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And forasmuch as divers seditious persons traitor- 
ously conspiring together have raised a most un- 
natural and perilous rebellion against us, our laws, 
and dignity royal, tending to the utter destruction of 
this our realm, if speedy remedy be not provided : 
We do therefore charge and require you, as you tender 
the surety of our person, and the preservation of this 
your native country, that, raising all the force of able 
men that you be able to make of your servants, 
tenants, friends, and others under your rules and 
offices, you do with the same, in warlike manner, 
repair towards us with all possible speed. Wherein 
the more earnest expedition you make, the more 
acceptable service shall you minister unto us. 

This matter requireth so much the more haste for 
that many of the said rebels have openly said that 
they want not, in these their detestable doings, the 

VOL. III. o 



290 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

aid and succours of certain of our ancient enemies in 
foreign parts. 

Given under our signet^ at our palace qi West- 
minster, the 30th of January, the first year of our 
reign. 

To our right trusty and right 
well-beloved cousin and 
councillor, the Earl of Sussex. 



LETTER CXXXV. 

Queen Mary I. to King Philip, 
[cotton. MS. TESPASJAM^ FOL. III. AET. 24 B. 19. Holography FrauA.} 

««* The morbid sensibility of Queen Maiys temperunent ledhtr 
to regard her husband, Philip of Spain, with a degree of te&demeBS 
which he ill repaid. Her instructions to the lord privy seal, Edward, 
Earl of Derby, when he went over to negotiate the marriage, were 
— << First, to tell the king the whole state of the reahn, with all 
things appertaining to the same, as much as you know to be true. 

** Second, to obey his commandment in all things. 

*^ Thirdly, in all things he shall ask your advice, to declare the 
same, as becometh a faithful counsellor to do.** * 

The preseAt letter fully bears out the spirit of the directioiis. The 
queen's assurances to her betrothed of the welcome he will meet in 
England are very inconsistent with the tenor of the three preceding 
letters. 



Sir, my good and constant Ally, 

Knowing that the ambassador of the emperor, my 
lord and good father, resident at my court, was des- 
patching the bearer hereof to your highness ; alihoagfa 
* Cotton MS. Veep. F. iil, art. 21. Hofoifnipk. 
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you have not privately written to me since our alliance 
has been negotiated, so it is that, feeling myself so 
much obliged by the sincere and true affection which 
you bear me, which you have as much confirmed by 
deeds, as by the letters written to the said ambassa- 
dor and by the negotiation which the Sieur d'Egmont 
and others, and the ambassador of my said lord have 
managed, I could not omit signifying to you my 
good wishes and duty which I have ever to communi- 
cate with you ; and I thank you very humbly for so 
many good offices, and apprise you at the same time 
that the parliament, which represents the estates of 
my kingdom, has heard the articles of our marriage 
without opposition, inasmuch as they find the con- 
ditions thereof honourable, advantageous, and more 
than reasonable, which puts me in entire confidence, 
that your coming hither will be certain and agreeable. 

And, hoping shortly to supply the remainder ver- 
bally, I will make an end at present, praying the 
Creator to grant you, my good and constant Ally, to 
make your journey hither in prosperity and health, 
commending myself very affectionately and humbly to 
your highness. 

At London, 20th April. 

Your entirely assured and most obliged Ally, 

Mart. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

Queen Mary L to the Justices of Norfolk, a.d. 1554. 

[cotton. MS. TITUS, B. II. FOL. 119.* Ori^i/ia/.] 

By the Queen. 
Mary the Queex. 
Trusty and well beloved, 

. We greet you well : — And whereas we have here- 
tofore signified our pleasure, both by our proclamation 
generally, and by our letters to many of you particu- 
larly, for the good order and stay of that our county 
of Norfolk from rebellious tumults and uproars ; and 
to have especial regard to vagabonds, and to such as 
did spread any vain prophecies, seditions, false or 
untrue rumours, and to punish them accordingly : 
We hav0, nevertheless, to our no small grief, sundry 
intelligences of divers and sundry lewd and seditious 
tales, forged and spread by certain malicious persons, 
touching the estate of our person, with many other 
vain and slanderous reports tending to the moving of 
sedition and rebellion : whose faults passing unpun- 
ished, seemeth either to be winked at, or at least, 
little considered : which is unto us very strange. 

We have, therefore, thought good eftsoons to 
require and command you to be not only more cir- 
cumspect in the good ordering of that our county, 
according to our trust conceived of you, but also to 
use all the best means and ways you can, in the diligent 
examining and searching out from man to man the 
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authors and publishers of these vain prophecies and 
untrue bruits (the very foundation of all rebellion) ; 
and, the same being found, to punish them, as the 
quality of their offence shall appear unto you to 
deserve : whereby the malicious sort may be the more 
feared to attempt the like, and our good loving sub- 
jects live in more quiet. 

And, for our better service in this behalf, we think 
good that you divide yourselves into several parts of 
that our county, so that every of you have some part 
in charge ; whereby you may the better hoult (sift) 
out the malicious ; and yet, nevertheless, to meet often 
together for the better conferring herein. And that 
you signify your doings and the state of that shire by 
your general letters, once every month at least, to our 
privy council. And, like as we shall consider such of 
you to your advancement, whose diligence shall set 
forwards our service in this part, so shall we have good 
cause to note great negligence and fault in them that, 
shall omit their duties in this behalf. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Saint 
James's, the 23rd of May, the first year of our reign. 

To our trusty and well-beloved 
the Sheriff and Justices of 
Peace of our county of Nor- 
folk, and to every of them. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Philip, a.d. 1554. 

[leti vita di blisabbtta, vol. I. p. 285. Italian^ 

%* The following letters were written by Elizabetb^ on her deli- 
verance from imprisonment in the Tower, to which the jealousy of 
her sister's council had consigned her, on suspicion of her sharing 
in Wyat's rebellion. 

Sire, 

I have been fully informed, and am well persuaded 
of your generous exertions on my behalf, to liberate 
me from the wearisome woes of an imprisonment, so 
hard and so tedious, which I should have endured 
with more patience, if I had been accused of any- 
thing less hurtful to my feelings than that of haviog 
been wanting in fidelity to the queen my sister. But 
knowing myself as faithful and zealous in her service 
as I am, I cannot but feel my heart rent and torn, at 
the mere remembrance of a disgrace that oould have 
made others believe me capable of even a sinister 
thought against the interests and glory of the queen, 
my lady. Yea, if my heart had been capable of being 
stained only by the shadow of such a thought, I 
would pluck it out with my own hands; and this 
perfect consciousness of my innocence has rendered 
my long and painful imprisonment insupportable. 
God grant, however, that I may never accuse any but 
myself of my misfortune, nor ever cause a shadow of 
reproach to the glory or the justice of the queen, my 
lady. I being fully persuaded that she was moved 
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by my unlucky star to resolve on my imprisonment, 
her heart being so generous and so just^ that she 
could not devise the thought of doing wrong to the 
least of her subjects, and still less, to her unfortunate 
sister, who never has had other thought than of 
showing her as profound obedience as does the least 
of her servants. 

I do not think that I shall offend the equity, 
clemency, and august goodness of the queen towards 
me, if I render very humble thanks to your majesty, 
in that you have had the goodness to espouse so 
generously the cause of my liberty. From a king so 
generous and so august can proceed nothing but 
favour : it is this which makes me take the liberty 
humbly to entreat you to continue to me your protec- 
tion, and to be pleased ever to consider me 

Your majesty's very humble servant and subject, 

Elizabeth. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. 

Tlie Princess Elizabeth to Queen Mary. a.d. 1554. 

[lbti TiTA Di ELiZABCTTA, VOL. I., P. 285. Italian,"] 

My lady the queen, 

I feel myself so obliged by the royal and benignant 
marks of favour which you gave me yesterday, and 
at the noble justice which you have done me to-day, 
in pleasing to be persuaded of my innocence, by 
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giving me my liberty, that I camiot but rejoice at a 
disgrace which made me appear blameable in your 
majesty's eyes, (innocent as were my heart, my 
wishes, and my intentions,) and I heartily bless even 
my disgrace, since it is the means of my tasting with 
more pleasure the fruits of your majesty's favour. In 
place of thanks, I supplicate you to receive the 
sincere protestation of my zeal, and of the exact and 
reverential obedience which I shall ever pay to your 
sovereign orders. I hope that to all these favours you 
will add this one — of permitting me to come person- 
ally to assure you that I am, with all possible 
devotion, 

Your majesty's, &c. 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to the Marquis of Winchester. 
A.D. 1554. 

[HARLEIAN MS. NO. 39, ART. 4, FOL. 14 B.] 

My lord, 

With my hearty commendations I do most heartily 
desire you to further the desires of my last letters, that 
thereby the health of my mind and sickness may* be the 
rather restored ; and, as you were constrained to come 

" In June, 1554, Elizabeth had a serious ilhiess, from which ihfr 
was scarcely recovered. 
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the first unto me in the entry of my troubles,* so 
would I wish yourself to be now the last that should 
freely end the same. And for this, my lord, I will 
most heartily thank you. And as you would I should 
assure myself of your lordship's goodwill and friend- 
ship, so do I evermore desire you, that of myself and 
my own things and doings, mine own words may 
stand in most credit with you and all my lords. For 
in the earth, my lord, none of my state hath been, 
and yet is more misused with them of mine own 
family than myself; as knoweth God, who judgeth 
all, and whom I pray to keep you. 

At Ashridge, this 29th day of October. 
Your assured friend, to my little power, 

Elizabeth. 

Headed " A letter from the queen's majesty, being the lady Eliza- 
beth, to the lord treasurer." 



LETTER CXL. 



Kinff Philip and Queen Mary to Cardinal Pole, 
A.D. 1555. 

[domestic llECORDS, TEMP. MART I. NO. 132. STATE PAP£B OFFICE. 

Original. "l 

*^* The following and several other similar circular letters ad- 
dressed to foreign princes, duly signed, and wanting only the date, 
still remain to bear witness to the strength of the delusion which 

* The Marquis of Winchester and the Earl of Sussex were the 
persons who had been appointed by Queen Mary to convey to Eliza- 
beth the first mandate for her imprisonment in the Tower. 

o2 
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had taken poasession of Queen Mary, that she was about to become 
a mother, and that her infant would prove to be a son. 



By the Queen. 
Philip R. — Mary the Queen. 

Most reverend father in God, our right trusty and 
right entirely beloved cousin, we greet you well. And 
whereas it has pleased Almighty God, of his infinite 
goodness, to add unto the great number of other his 
benefits bestowed upon us the gladding of us with the 
happy delivery of a prince, for the which we do most 
humbly thank him. Knowing your affection to be 
such towards us as whatsoever shall fortunately suc- 
ceed unto us, the same cannot be but acceptable unto 
you also, we have thought good to communicate unto 
you these happy news of ours, to the intent you may 
rejoice with us, and, praying for us, give God thanks 
for this his work accordingly. Given under our signet, 
at our honour of Hampton Court, the of 
the first and second years of ours and my lord the 
king's reigns. 

My Lord Cardinal. 



LETTER CXLI. 



Mary, Countess Dowager of Northumberland^ to her 
brother the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1555. 

[TALBOT PAPERS, VOL. O. FOL. 8. COLLEGE OF ARMS. Origwol.'] 

*:* There are few women, the details of whose domestic history 
render them more worthy of compassion than the writer of the 
following letter. She was the daughter of George Talbot, 7th earl 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 299 

of Shrewsbury, and was 'plighted by her father, in early life, to Sir 
Henry Percy, son and heir of the earl of Northnmberland. This 
match was got up at the instigation of Henry VIII. and Cardinal 
Wolsey, to counteract the passion entertained by that nobleman for 
Anne Boleyn. So unwilling was Percy to consent to the match, that 
his father withdrew him from court, and refused to permit his return 
until he should be " better learned and well acquainted with his 
wife.** ■ Thus forced into the arms of her reluctant bridegroom, the 
lady Mary was very unhappy. Their only offspring was a still-born 
son, and they ultimately separated. In 1527, Percy became earl of 
Northumberland, but, having no object to endear existence, he 
became so reckless and extravagant in his habits as to acquire the 
surname of the Unthrifty. He heedlessly lavished away his estates, 
even those portions which were to have formed the jointure of his 
wife ; on which account her father, the earl of Shrewsbury, appealed, 
though vainly, to the king> Broken in constitution, and drooping hi 
spirits, on account of the disgrace of his brother Thomas, who was 
beheaded in 1537 for his share in Aske's rebellion, the earl of North- 
umberland died in the prime of manhood at his house at Hackney, 
near London, between 2 and 3 o'clock a.m. June 30th, 1537,<= and 
was, as a contemporary informs us, ** little moaned." <* He left all 
his estates by will to the king ; so that his countess was entirely un- 
provided for. On the 8th of March following, the earl of Shrewsbury 
wrote to the king, humbly entreating that his daughter might be 
allowed her dower revenues from her husband's lands ; * while Sir 
John Moreton, his agent at court, was exerting powerful influence 
in her behalf with the lord chancellor, the duke of Norfolk and 
others. But a permission from the king, granted within a year 
from her husband's decease, that she might leave off her mourning 
apparel when she chose, seems to have been the only tangible result 
of these negotiations.^ 

The same year, 1538, Lady Northumberland lost her father, and 
her interests were suffered to lie dormant till she herself went to 
court to prosecute them. The following is a detail of her interview 

^ T. Alen to the earl of Shrewsbury, 24th May, 1526. Talbot 
Papers, vol. P. fol. 33. 

^ Letters to King and Council, vol. v. art. 69. State Paper Office. 

*■ Interment Book, I. xv. fol. 149. College of Arms. 

** J. Husee to Lord Lisle, July 2nd, 1537. Lisle Papers, vol. iv. 
fol. 77. 

"" Letters to King and Council, vol. v. art. 68. 

' Moreton to the earl of Shrewsbury. Talbot Papers, vol. a, 
art. 63. 
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I 
with Henry VIII. in 1542. It occurs in a letter from Robert Swift 
to Francis, earl of Shrewsbury, her brother. 

*• Pleaseth your lordship to be advertised that of Monday, 
the loth day of May, my lady of Northumberland exhibited her 
bill unto the king's majesty at his grace's coming to Greenwich, 
with these words, < I beseech your majesty be good and gracious 
lord unto me, being a poor widow, and wife {^to the late earl of 
Northumberland, which hath not had, nor yet hath any living of 
such lands as were my late husband's — ^wherefore I beseech your 
majesty, of your most abundant goodness, to tender this my humble 
service contained in my bill ;* who heard her ladyship very gently, 
and, after the said words spoken, his grace bowed down upon his 
stafiT unto her, and said, ' Madam, how can your ladyship desire any 
living of your husband's lands, seeing your father gave no money 
to your husband in marriage with your ladyship, or what think you 
that I should do herein V and she answered, < What' shall please 
your grace.' He answered again and said, ' Madam, I marvel greatly 
that my lord your father, being so great a wise man as he was, 
would see no direction taken in this matter in his time; howbeit 
madam, we will be contented to refer the matter unto our counciL' 
After that, his grace looked behind him and saw my lord of Durham 
and Sir Anthony Brown, and moved them to him with his hand, and 
spake with them softly, that no man could perceive what his grace 
said to them, a pretty space, and delivered the bill unto my lord of 
Durham ; and in his grace's return from them, my lady besought 
his majesty to be good and] gracious lord unto her ; his majesty 
answered, < We will,' and so departed; and farther as yet is not pro- 
ceeded in the matter."** 

Of the ultimate success of her suit, and of her future history, we 
have little notice. The years of her widowhood were principally 
spent at a seat of the earls of Shrewsbury at Warmhill, on the banks 
of the river Wye. 

The following letter, the only specimen of her epistolary corres- 
pondence known to be in existence, shows that she was an occasional 
visitor at the court of Queen Mary. 



My very good lord, 

After my very hearty commendations unto your 
good lordship, these are to ascertain the same, that, 
upon Thursday last, being the 21st of this instant 

>" Shrewsbury Papers, vol. ii. fol. B 41. Lambeth MS. 695. See 
also, fol. B 63 of the same MS. 
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November, I delivered unto the queen^s majesty's 
hands, in her grace's privy closet at St. James'^ my 
bill of petition, who most graciously accepted the same 
of me, and gave me very good and comfortable words. 
Besides that, her highness did at large examine me of 
your lordship's estate of healthy and where your lord- 
ship's abode was at that time, and whether your 
lordship was recovered and amended of your late sick- 
ness. To which sundry questions made unto me by 
her highness, I answered according to my knowledge 
in that behalf; so that I did well perceive, by her 
majesty's earnest inquisitions of your lordship, her 
grace is much careful for your lordship ; and I trust 
by that good occasion to receive at her majesty's 
hands the better success in my business, whereof as 
yet, since your delivery of my bill, I have heard nothing 
at all. Thug, taking my leave of your good lordship, 
I cease for this time farther to trouble your lordship. 
From Coldharborough, this 23rd of November, 1555. 
Your lordship's loving sister, 

M. Northumberland. \ 
To my Lord, 



LETTER CXLII. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

OriginaL'l 

^^"^ The sufferings of the Marchioness of Exeter during the reign 
of Henry VIII. have been already mentioned. From that period. 
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she remained in prison with her yonng son, Edward Cofnrtenayy the 
hist of his race, who spent 12 years of his early life^ from the age of 
14 to 26, a captive in the Tower. They had not been idly spent, for 
he read and spoke Spanish, French, and Italian, understood mathe- 
matics, and was an accomplished musician and painter.^ The 
accession of Queen Mary, however, put a period to his sufferings 
and those of his mother. They were released, and restored to all 
their former honours; but the association of the name of Edward 
Courtenay with that of the Princess Elizabeth in Wyafs rebellion 
causing him to be regarded with some suspicion by Mary's council, 
a permission, equivalent to a command, was given him to travel for 
awhile. On the 8th of May, 1555, he wrote to his mother from 
Calais, announcing his arrival there, " safe but scant sound," having 
suffered much from sea-sickness.^ The present letter is dated 1554, 
but evidently in mistake. It is indorsed in two places by the eari, 
« Brussels, May 16th, 1555." 



Son, 

My hearty blessing I send you. And this is to 
certify you that I tarried at Kew until the Sunday 
after your departure, to see how the inventories and 
your stuff did agree. First, Ravys brought in the 
whole inventory of Richmond stuflF, wherewith my 
bills and his were conferred together, so that all 
the said bills did so agree that we made an honest 
accompt. And then I divided that stuff,- and took 
the one-half thereof away, leaving your house wholly 
furnished, every chamber as you left them. And then 
I perused the whole inventories which, Walker saith, 
is of Cannon-row stuff, and that inventory which I 
had with my bills did agree, saving one canopy of cloth 
of gold and crimson velvet, which I never saw, the 
which canopy, Walker saith, was conveyed, he knoweth 

* Strype's Memorials, vol iiL part. 1, p. 550. 

>> Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 119. State Paper OIBO0. 
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not where. And of that stuff I took nothing away. 
It is no marvel, at such a time, though some things 
were missed. When I had this done I delivered an 
inventory of the stuff of Kew, and also of the stuff of 
London, which both is now in Kew, the whole charge 
thereof into Walkers hands. And, as for your 
plate, because Walker told me that you would send 
for it, I left it in his hands ; and what your mind is 
therein, send word by your letter. Thus I commit 
you into the hands of Almighty God. From Malsan- 
ger, the 16th of May, 1554. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my son, the Earl of 
Devonshire, deliver 
this. 



LETTER CXLIIL 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I. NO. 140. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph.'] 

Son, 

I have received your letter by Brown, the 8th of 
June, whereby I do perceive you be in good health, 
the which I am glad to hear of, but sorry to perceive 
you have so much business you have no leisure to write 
with your own hand to your own mother : and yet sel- 
dom to hear from you. And thus, giving you my 
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blessing, I commit you to Almighty God. From 
Malsanger, the 8th of June. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 

As this bearer shall shew you, if my waiting* can 

do you good, if I may get a chamber, I will wait, 

although my years require rest. 

To my SOD, the Earl of 
Deyonshire, this be 
delivered. 

Endorsed— « 10th June, 1555." 



The reply of the Earl to the present letter, dated from BmaselSy July 
Isty states that the reason of his seldom writing was, that he had 
little to write about, save that his purse waxed light, and that he did 
not like to trouble her with words without matter. He reports 
that the emperor, the French queen-regent, and the duchess of 
Lorraine, were residents at Brussels, and that he passed his time in 
viewing the notable places in the country, much to his contentation.'* 



LETTER CXLIV. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic SEOOBDS, temp, mart I. NO. 157. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. 

Holograph,] 

*«* On the 6th of August, the earl of Devonshire wrote to his 
mother, expressing his pleasure to hear that the queen has again 
called her to the privy chamber, and so greatly favours her — ^"tmsl- 
ing," he adds, <' that as you have always borne a tme and fiutlifiil 

■ This probably alludes to attendance on the queen, 
b Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 146. 
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heart towards her majesty, so your continuance therein, with yonr 
honourable, wise, and virtuous behaviour, besides, shall both nourish 
and increase the same/' He also thanks his mother for sending over 
her man to see him.^ 

To this letter the present is a reply. 

Son, 

My most hearty blessing I send you, praying our 
Lord to bless you and send you well into these parts 
again. Your letter, written the 6th of August, I 
received the 14th of August. My man was much 
troubled with his passage; for, being on the sea, 
there was a great fight between the Frenchmen and 
the Spaniards, so that the ship he was in was fain 
to turn back again to Calais. I am very glad to 
hear you be in health, the which I pray God long to 
continue. This is to advertise you I intend to take 
my journey to Canford-ward the Monday after Bar- 
tholomew day, and, whether I ride farther or not, 
I cannot yet ascertain you, but as my business shall 
occasion me I will do; but I appoint, verily, to be 
here again about Michaelmas. There rides with me, 
as they have appointed, both Sergeant Tymwell and 
George Gattys, and a daughter of Master Warham^'s, 
the which is a wife, with others. If wishing might 
take place, you should be there. At my coming 
home I will write to you. And thus, with my hearty 
thanks for your token, I will ,bid you farewell ; 
praying our Lord to preserve you both in honour and 
virtue, and to give his grace to avoid all ill and sinful 
company. 

^ Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 155. 
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Written at Malsanger, from Sir William Warham's 
house, the 20th of August, with my most heart 
commendations. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my son, the Earl of 
Devonshire, giye this. 
Endorsed—** 20th August, 1555.'' " 



LETTER CXLV. 

Gertrude, Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic BEOOBDS, temp, mart I. NO. 174. STATB PAPHK OPFICB. 

Holograph,'} 

Son, 

I send you my hearty blessing, praying our Lord 
to bless you ; seeing you be so far from me in a 
strange country, my motherly heart fears many perils 
that might happen to you; praying you continually 
to love, serve, and fear God, the which, if yon so do, 
as I trust you will, his merciful goodness will give you 
grace to fly sin and evil counsel and company, and so 
to preserve you to your comfort of all your friends ; 
for the which I will daily most heartily pray to our 
Lord for you. 

And if you will know how I do, this is to advertise 
you I have been at Canford, the which I do not 
mislike, no more I think you will when you see* it. 
I went no farther westward. I had great business at 
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Canford : I have bought Abres' office there, the which, 

though it have been chargeable to me, yet I have 

it now quietly. Also, I have bought divers other 

bargains, the which I bear the great charge of, and 

you are like to have the profit, if you be to me as God 

and nature command you. An I had not had wise 

counsel, I could not have compassed so many things 

there as I have done, as you shall know more at your 

coming hither. I had no business at London at this 

time, but only to see the queen's highness and to hear 

of you. To-morrow I do intend to go to the court. 

At this day I spoke with Walker, your man, by 

whom I neither received letter nor token from you ; 

whereby I perceive slackness of duty. I came to 

London the 11th of October : this is written the 12th, 

from Master Alderman White's house at London. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my SOD, the Earl of 
DeYonshirey deliver 
this. 

Endoraed-^'* My lady, my mother, 
12 October, 1555." 
To Brussels. 



LETTER CXLVI. 

Gertrude, Marchioness of Exeter, to the Earl of 
Devonshire, ^th November, 1555. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I. NO. 188. STATB PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph,'] 

*^* Before proceeding to Italy in his trayels, the earl of Devon- 
shire had expressed a strong desire to be allowed to retom home to 
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pay his respects to the qneen, and to see his mother, hut King Philip 
persisted in excusing his return to England/ and gave him letters of 
introduction to several of the Italian princes. He proceeded accord- 
ingly, but died suddenly at Padua the following year, 1556, not 
without suspicion of poison. The following is the last of Grertrude's 
motherly epistles which has been preserved, though probably not the 
last that she wrote. 



Son, 

Your letter wrote to me, dated the two-and-twen- 
tieth of October, I received from Brown the 7th of 
November. The letter was one way comfortablei to 
perceive you do not forget your mother, who esteems 
you above her own life. And very glad I am to hear 
the king's majesty •* is so much your good lord as you 
write ; beseeching our Lord long to preserve him : but 
sorry I am you will, as I perceive by your letter, travel 
so far hence, but I trust, according to your bounden 
duty, you will first come into England to see the 
queen'^s highness and your poor mother^ who has as 
little wordly comfort as ever woman had, saving only 
the goodness and comfort of the queen^s highness. As 
I perceive by your letter, your man has to say to ine 
from you, but, as he writes to me, he trusts you shall 
shortly come hither and speak with me yourself; the 
which I would be most gladdest of, and causes me 
purposely send this bearer to bring me word; if there 
be any such good news I will remain here till I hear 
the certainty what you will do. And thus with my 
hearty blessing I will bid you farewell, for I am at this 
present so pained with the cholic and the stone, that 

* Earl of Devonshire to Fowler; 13th and 17th Norember. Do- 
mestic Records, temp. Mary I. Nos. 191, 197. 
^ Philip of Spain. 
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I have much ado to write ; fearing you cannot read 
this ill written letter, praying daily for your short 
return into England. Written the 8th of November, 
from Master Warham's house at Malsanger. 

If you come to England I trust I shall see you, or 
else I will shortly write to you if I be alive. 

By your most assured loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter* 

To my son, the Earl of 

Devonshire, this be 

delivered. 
Endorsed—" 8th November, 1555.'* 



LETTER CXLVII. 



Mary of Guise, Queen Dowager of Scotland, to Queen 
Mary L a.d. 1557. 

[SCOTLAND ROTAL LETTERS, VOL. I. VO. 94. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original.'} 

*^* The eagerness and determination with which Lady Margaret 
Douglas insisted upon her claim to the inheritance of her father^s 
lands have been alluded to in a previous letter from herself. On the 
death of the earl of Angus in 1 556, she found it no easy matter to 
make good her claim, since her husband, the earl of Lenox, being a 
firm adherent of the English faction, had been adjudged a rebel and 
traitor, and his estates forfeited by the queen regent, Mary of 
Guise. 



Right excellent, right high, and mighty princess, our 
dearest sister and ally, 

We commend us heartily unto you. And whereas 
it pleased you to send in Scotland your welbeloved 
servitor, Dr. Hussey, to solicit and follow the cause 
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of lady Margaret Donglas, concerning the inherit- 
ance of the earldom of Angus, and to that effect 
did address unto us by him yonr letters of com- 
mendation, desiring us to favour the same. Surely, 
in respect of these writings, we have not only given 
the said Dr. Hussey favourable audience in that 
matter, but have also, in contemplation of your request, 
opined justice unto him, and given express command 
that the chancellery shall be patent unto the said lady 
Margaret, albeit she stand in some case far different 
from the privileges that are common to the subjects 
of this realm. But whereas the said Dr. Hussey 
have upon the 18th of this instant brought a writing 
to us, whereof the desire is that we should dispense 
with the rebellion of the said lady Margaret's husband, 
sometime earl of Lenox, to the effect that he may 
give consent to the pursuit of the said action, we 
could not meddle therewith, as well for that it is a 
matter of special grace, which we are always accus- 
tomed to refer to our dearest daughter herself, as 
also in respect of the interest that she pretends in the 
same action, whose right we may in no wise prejudge : 
like as we have caused declare to the said Dr. Hussey 
at greater length. Thus, right excellent, right high, 
and mighty princess, our dearest sister and ally, we 
commit you to the keeping of Almighty God. 
At Edinburgh, the 24th day of May, 1667. 
Your good sister and ally, 

Mabis B. 

To the Right ExceUent, Right High _ 

and Mighty Princess, our dearest 

sister and ally, the Qneen of 
. England. 
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LETTER CXLVIII. 

Queen Mary I. to tlie Barons of the Cinque Ports. 
A.D. 1557. 

[cotton. MS. OTHO, E. iz. FOL. 84. Much burtit.} 

%* In March, 1557, Philip of Spain, who had been many months 
absent from England, proposed to visit the queen, rather from ^dii- 
tical than affectionate motives. The present letter refers to prepa- 
rations for his reception and escort. When he disappointed her, 
however, her sole revenge was to send over to his assistance the Earl 
of Pembroke, and a number of troops, who were ordered to be at 
Calais by July 20th.'' 

[Right t] rusty and right well beloved, 

[We greet] you well. And where we have [before] 
addressed our letters unto you to cause suc[h ships] 
and vessels of those our 5 ports as w[ere by] our 
former order appointed to attend the coming over of 
our dearest lord and husband the king'^s majesty, to 
be put in a readiness to wait upon his highness upon 
convenient warning ; forasmuch as we now certainly 
understand that our said dearest lord and husband 
mindeth, with God's help, to return hither at the end 
of this present month, we have thought good both 
to signify this our knowledge unto you, and there- 
withal require and pray you to give order that the 
said ships may be put in good order and full readi- 
ness [to wait upon him within the] time above limited^ 
[and should you] not perchance (for the shQortness 
of the] warning,) be able to furnish and set f[orth]] 
■ Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. Ko. 419. 
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the whole and full number of ships th[erein] appointed, 
(wherein, nevertheless, we require you to do as much 
as you may), our pleasure is, that you foresee that as 
many as you can provide be in all points well fur- 
nished with men, arms, munitions, and^ all other 
necessaries, wherein the more diligence you shall use 
the more acceptable service shall you do unto our 
said dearest lord and us. And what you shall do 
herein we require you to signify unto us with all con- 
venient speed. Given under our signet, at our manor 
of Greenwich, 15th February, 1556. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Queen Mary to the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1567. 

[domestic records, temp, mart I. NO. 413. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

%* John Neville, Lord Latimer, had a quarrel with his wife, 
Lady Lucy, daughter to Henry, Earl of Worcester, which ended in 
their separation. Of the four daughters, who were their only 
children. Lady Latimer had, by his consent, taken charge of thzee.^ 
The eldest, Catherine,<> Lord Latimer was permitted to retain, and 
he gave her for education to the care of the Earl of Shrews- 
bury, that she might be near him, and be educated in virtae, and 
that he might visit her as often as he chose.<= His wife, howeTer, 
discontent with this arrangement, wrote to the queen, reqnesting 
that the child might be restored to her, on which her majesty eent 
the following mandate :— 

* Dorothy, afterwards wife of William Cecil, Lord Borleigb^ and 
Eail of Exeter ; Lucy married to Sir William Ck>mwalli8 ; and^— - 
to Sir John Davers. 

*> Afterwards married to Henry, Earl of Northumberiand. 

^ Lord Latimer to Queen Mary. Domestic Reeordsy No. 423. 
State Paper Office. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 313 

Right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, 

We greet you well. And whereas upon certain 
occasions there was delivered unto you one of the lord 
Latimer's daughters to continue in your keeping, until 
the parents might the better provide for the good 
education and bringing-up of the same; the lady 
Latimer, who, of a natural and motherly affection, 
doth tender the well-doing of her said daughter, hath 
been of late an humble suitor unto us for our letter^ 
desiring the rather, by means thereof, to receive the 
child into her own hands and custody again, as having 
now more opportunity atid better means to bring her 
up well than she had before. And albeit we doubt not 
but that she should, without our letters, obtain that 
her desire at your hands ; yet the request being so 
reasonable and tending only to the well bringing-up 
of her daughter, which, as a natural mother, she 
should most care for and may least procure, we 
thought good not to deny her to write herein ; not 
doubting but that you will, according to the tenor of 
these our letters, deliver unto her the child ; whereof 
we shall be desirous to hear. Given, &c. 

Endorsed by Sir John Mason. 

« To the Earl of Shrewsbury, for 
the Lady Latuner's daughter.'* 



The reply of the Earl of Shrewsbury was as follows* : — 
" May it please your most excellent majesty to be advertised that 
I have received your grace's most honourable letters of the 15ih of 
this instant, concerning the delivery of the Lady Latimer's daughter 

• Lambeth MS. 695, fol. b. 57. The original holograph is in the 
State Paper Office. 

VOL. III. P 
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to my lady her mother ; which your majesty's pleasttse and eoio- 
mandment, like as according to my most bonnden duty, I shall ux all 
things most willingly accomplish during my Hfe, so hare I thought 
it iny duty to signify onto your majesty the cave why she is Bot now 
deiivered, which is, the child is very weak, and at this time erajsed 
and sickly, and not able to abide travel this hot season of the year, 
without great danger unto her, whereof I have advertised my lady 
her mother, and also her servants hath seen tha d^i&d's eateiB and 
disability at this time — wherefore I humbly beseech your majesty not 
to be offended that I did not presently deliver her ;— and, after the 
hot season of the year, and the occasion of service past for the year 
in these parts, I would then in the winter season; if it wonld please 
your majesty to license me, be most glad to repair to see your 
majesty according to my bounden duty, and then to bring with me tiie 
said child, and deliver her according to your majesty's pleasofe, and, 
I trust, in such case as your grace shall be pleased, and my lady her 
mother have good cause to be satisfied ; and thus, according to my 
most bounden duty, I shall daily pray to Almighty God for the long 
continuance of your most excellent majesty in felidty. 

« From Sheffield, the 25th day of June, 1557." 

Lord Latimer's remonstrance, dated 16th July, 1557, was very 
pathetic. He entreats the queen to consider that he is a father, that 
his daughters are likely to be his heirs, that reason demanded that 
he should not be altogether secluded from them, and that he cannot 
think it well that his wife desires all his comfort from him, especially 
since Catherine was in such good hands. '* For," said he, ** iHifln- 
soever the children shall be seen together, I doubt not but the 
bringing up of this my daughter shall be found equal, yea, and above 
the other in virtuous manners."* 

Of the issue of these special pleadings nothing &rthcr ha* tn»- 
spired. 



LETTER CL. 

Queen Mary I. to tiie Sheriffs qf Couniies. A.a 1557- 

[taarul H8. MO. 90, FOL. 2LL BODLSun twaawr. O n § m w k \ 

•«* One of the most ingenious modes by which Queen Mary 
sought to strengthen the interests of the Romish €uth. was tha% ef 

* Domestic Records, No. 428. . 
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trying to influence the election of the members of Parliament. This 
scheme was attended with considerable success. 



Mary the Queen. 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
whereas for certain great and weighty causes, touch- 
ing both the honour of Almighty Ood and the good 
government and wealth of this our realm, we have 
summoned our high court of parliament to be holden 
at Westminster, the 20th of January next. For- 
asmuch as we consider that a great part of the 
furthering of such things as shall be treated in our 
said parliament and bringing them to good effect, 
shall consist in the well-appointing and choosing of 
such as shall be knights of the shires and burgesses 
of cities and other towns corporate, we have thought 
good specially to require you to have good regard 
within the limit of your sheriffwick in this behalf, and, 
by all the ways and means you can, so far forth as in 
you may lie, to provide that such as shall be appointed 
to be either knights of the shire or burgesses of any 
city or other town corporate be taken, as near as 
may be, of the inhabitants of the city or town for 
which they are chosen, and that they be men given 
to good order. Catholic, and discreet. Whereby, as 
you shall do good service unto God and this your 
country, so shall you also do unto us right acceptable 
pleasure, which we will consider towards you as 
occasion may serve. Given under oar signet at our 
manor of St. James\ the 10th of December, the 
fourth and fifth years of onr reigns. 
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LETTER CLI. 

Queen Mary L to the Lords Eure and Wharton* 
A.D. 1557. 

[border CORRESPONDENCB, TOL. IX. ART. 54. STATE PAPER OFTICE.] 

*«* In i^ite of the coldness and neglect which she experienced 
from her husband, Mary's conduct towards him was always marked 
by great deference and submission. An instance of this appears in 
the respect she showed to his messengers. Another letter, of the 
same date, similar to the present, mutatis mutandis^ was addressed to 
the Earl of Northumberland. 



By the Queen. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And whereas Doctor Dassonville, bearer hereof, being 
sent from our dearest lord and husband, the king, as 
his ambassador and special messenger to the dowager 
and governor of Scotland, repaireth presently thither 
with our good favour and licence ; like as since the 
time of his arrival here we have caused him to be en- 
tertained with favour and courtesy, according to his 
estate and person that he beareth ; so our pleasure 
is that, at his coming to that our town, you intreat 
him friendly, seeing him furnished not only of a meet 
and convenient lodging, but also of all other things 
necessary for him and his train, for his reasonable 
money : suffering him to pass by you into Scotland, 
with his train, eight horses which he bringeth with him, 
his money, bags, baggages, and all other his neces-^ 
saries ; and farther, to appoint unto him a trumpet 
of that town, whom he may send to the said dowager, 
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to declare his coming : taking such farther order for 
his safe departure from you into Scothind as you shall 
see to be requisite, in such sort as he may think him- 
self satisfied and well used. Whereof fail you not. 
And these our letters, &c. Given, &c. 

Endorsed 

«30th December, 1557, 
M. to the Lord Eure, 
and the L. Wharton." 



LETTER CLII. 

Qfieen Maty L to several Noblemen of England. 
A.D. 1557. 

[CALAIS CORRESPONDENCB, BUNDLE 10, ART. 245. STATB PAPER 
OFFICE.] 

*«* The loss of Calais was one of the severest blows which 
England had sustained for centuries. It was so deeply felt by Mary, 
that she said, should her heart be opened after her death, Calais 
would be found engraved upon it. The present letter shows the 
eagerness of her measures in its defence. 



By the Queen* 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
understanding by advertisement from our right trusty 
and well-beloved counsellor, the Lord Wentworth, 
deputy of our town and marches of Calais, that the 
French have approached our said town, and mean 
some exploit, either towards that or some other our 
pieces on that side, by reason whereof it behoveth, for 
the safeguard and defence of our said town and 
marches, that a greater number of men be out of 
hand sent thither than are presently there ; we let 
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you wit our pleasure and strait commaadment k, 
that you shall, forthwith upon the reoeipt hereof, lery 
of your servants, tenants and friends, and others 
within your rules and offices, or elsewhere, by virtue 
of these our letters and commission, the number of 
fifty able footmen, whereof as many to be armed and 
sufficiently weaponed as you can, and the rest that 
cannot so be furnished to send forth in such sort as 
they may be gotten, so as the said whole number of 
fifty men fail not to be at Dover on Friday or Satur- 
day next at the farthest, or sooner, if it possibly may 
be, where at their coming we have given order that 
our well-beloved servant, Thomas Keys, our serjeant- 
porter, shall receive the charge of them ; and have in 
like manner appointed their conduct-money to be 
paid unto them immediately upon their arrival at 
Calais. And because this our seraoe requireth pre- 
sent expedition, you shall not need to stay for tlie 
making of any coats for the said numbers, but to send 
them forwards with all expedition, uiing the coatter 
so as our service may only be regarded herein withr 
out respect of any gain or advantage. Whereof fail 
you not as you tender our service, and as weiipeoially 
trust you. And these our letters shall be your suf- 
ficient warrant and discharge in that behalf. 

Given under our signet at our manor of Ghreenwidi, 
the 2nd of January, the fourth and Mth yean of our 
reigns. 

Endorsed «* A minute of the letters 
sent to certain noblemen and 
gentlemen to levy men to send 
to Calais, the 2nd of January, 
1567." 
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LETTER CLIII. 

Queen Mary L to the Lord Admiral, a.d. 1558. 

[domestic records, temp, mart I. NO. 505. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

*.* The visit of King Philip, so eagerly anticipated in the present 
letter, did not take place. After his departure, in 1557» the queen 
never saw her husband again. 

By the Qubbn. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And whereas of late we were advertised that our 
dearest lord and husband, the king, intended to make 
his repair into this realm, for which cause we willed 
you to go to the sea, and to make such provision of 
ships, and other things necessary, as for the traas- 
portation of his highness shall seem convenient ; we 
let you wit that we have now received advertisement 
from his highness, whereby we perceive his affairs and 
weighty business to be such, and the enemy in such 
readiness to annoy that country, that his highness 
can in no wise accomplish his former intent, whereof 
we have thought good to give you knowledge, and 
farther to will you, that with all expedition you land 
in some convenient place of that coast, and so repair 
to our said deareist lord and husband, not only to Me 
his highness, but abo to undentand his farther plea- 
sure in anything that he shall say unto you : takiBg 
such order for disposing our ships in the mean time 
as to your wisdom shall seem best ; which we commit 
wholly to your discretion. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Oreenwieh, 
the 17th day of May, the fourth and fifth years of 
our rsigiis. 



320 



LETTERS OF ROYAL A^D 



LETTER CLIV. 



Queen Mary I, to John Tuck, Esquire, a.d. 1558. 

[aiSTOHtCAL HS3-, VOL. 1. NO. 39. IN THE rfllVATK COLLtCCTlON OP 

1>AWS0K TURNER, ESQ, OriffinaL} 



MAny THE Que EX. 



welL And, 



Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you 
whereas the present state in which we now stand, being 
in wars with our ancient enemies, the French and 
Scots, hath moved os have a special care to the de- 
fence of this onr realm and our loving subjects of the 
same; for which cause we have not only appointed our 
lieutenants in sundry shires, but also by them taking 
further order for putting all things under their charge 
in such a readiness as appertaineth ; — we let you wit 
that, minding also to have a sufficient strength, espe- 
cially of horsemen, present, in a readiness to defend 
our borders of the north against the enemy there, 
being aided by the French ; we have for that purpose 
addressed our letters to sundry of our nobility and 
gentlemen, and appointed them^ like as by these we 
do appoint you, to put in order and a readiness our 
able men, sufficiently furnished with horse and armour 
for a demilance. Requiring you, therefore, as we 
specially trust you, to follow the execution of this our 
pleasure, and to have the same demilance in a perfect 
readiness by the 1 7th day of July next ensuing; at which 
day he shall shew himself before our trusty and well* 
beloved counsellor, Sir Henry Jernegan, knight, master 
of our horse, our lieutenant of that our county of 
Kent, or his deputy, in such place as he or his said 
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deputy shall appoint ; and there receive order and 
further knowledge of our said lieutenant or his deputy, 
in such place as he or his said deputy shall appoint ; 
and there receive order and further knowledge of our 
said lieutenant or his deputy of his setting forth, and 
whither he shall repair. At which place so signified 
unto him, he shall receive coat and conduct money by 
our appointment. And such order as shall be by our 
said lieutenant or his deputy given, our pleasure and 
commandment is you see observed, as well as if it were 
expressed in these our letters* Whereof fail ye not 
as you tender our pleasure and will answer for the 
contrary. Given under our signet, at our manor of 
St. James, the 17th day of June, the fourth and fifth 
years of our reigns. 

To our trusty and well-beloyed 
John Tucke, Esq , Kent. 



LETTER CLV. 

The Princess Elizabeth to Queen Maty. a.d. 1558. 

[lETI TITA DI ELISJLBETTA, vol. I./ P. 307. J 

*«*In the year 1558, proposals of marriage were made to the prin- 
cess Elizabeth by GustayusVasa, King of Sweden^on behalf of bis son 
£ric. She refused, howoTer, to return any answer, unless the affair 
were previouely communicated to the queen her sister. Her letter 
to Sir Thomas Pope on the subject, along with his view of the 
reasons of her opposition to the marriage, are printed from Warton's 
Life of Sir T. Pope, by Miss Strickland.* 

* Queens of England, vol. vi. p. 136. 
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My queen and sister. 

Great as have been my afflictions, and not small 
my disfavour with your majesty, I have always found 
so great the justice and goodness in your majesty's 
royal breast^ that I have never imputed the cause of 
them to other than some malignant influence of my 
fortune. And, though my misfortunes had been 
greater, they could never hav« effaced from my heart 
those sentiments by which I fully recognize what is 
and ought to be the zeal which I owe your majesty. 
The ties of blood, my queen and sister, render me 
interested in every thing that oonceras your glory, 
and the duties a( s^nrant and subject increase in 
me a perfect submission to your royal and sovereign 
authority. 

The answer which I have given to the Swedish 
Ambassador, whose proposition indeed surprised me 
exceedingly, is the result of duty ; and I could not 
have answered him otherwise than I did. But the 
thanks which you have been pleased to make me 
for it, through Mr. Pope, is only the effect of your 
august and bountiful goodness ; which shall make me, 
more and more, bounden to your majesty. 

I can assure you, madam^ that since I have known 
myself and have had some use of my reason, I have 
never had other thought nor other wish but of loving 
and respecting you as my elder sister, and <^ rever- 
ing and obeying you as my queen and mistress. I 
only supplicate you to rest persuaded that^ as ouch 
have ever been my sentiments, they will now inereaM 
rather than diminish, and that I will seize, with 
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pleasure, every opportunity of showing to ail the 
world that I am 

Your majesty's very obedient servant and sister, 

* Elizabeth. 

At Hatfield, 25th of February. 



LETTER CLVI. 

Queen Mary to Br, Robinson, a.d. 1558. 
[domestic records, temp, mart I., ifo. 533. state paper office.] 

%* Matthew, Earl of Lenox, was, as need scarcely be said, the 
husband of the Lady Margaret Douglas, Queen Mary's cousin and 
early companion, and the father of Henry Damley. 

By the Queen. 
Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to visit our 
right trusty and right well-beloved cousin the earl of 
Lenox with some sickness and infirmity of body, 
whereof we trust he might be much eased and 
relieved by the presence of some good, virtuous, and 
learned man : forasmuch as we are very desirous to 
procure him some ease and help herein, if it may be, 
knowing your aptness for that purpose, we have 
thought good to require you to take the pain, forth- 
with upon the receipt of these our letters, to repair 
unto the said earl of Lenox and to confer with him 
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as you shall seo oocasion ministered unto you ; using 
your accustomed wisdom in the giving unto him such 
godly and learned counsel, advice, and comfort, as to 
your discretion shall be thought meet ^ wherein we 
pray you to travail to the best of your power, and to 
advertise us in the end what you shall have done in 
this behalf, wherein you shall administer unto us 
acceptable pleasure and service. Given, &o. 

Endorsed « 27th July, 1558, M. to 
Dr. RobinsoD, Dean 
of Darham, to repair 
to the Earl of Lenox» 
being aick, and to give 
him good counsel.'' 



LETTER CLVII. 

Queen Mary L to the Fellows of Magdalen CoQege^ 
Oxford, A.D. 1658. 

[domestic records, temp, hart I. STJLTB PAPER OFFICE. "Q 

Well-beloved, we greet you well. And where it 
hath pleased Almighty God to call unto his meroy your 
late head and president of Magdalen^ College, whereby 
you and that university have received a loss. LUce as, 
for our part, considering of what importance the good 

• The records from which the present letter is taken are at prMent 
uncalendared. 
^ The words in Italics have been Imed thzoogh in the IfS. 
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government of that and the like houses, and the well 
bringing up of the youth and company of the same is, 
to the increase of the service of God, and the common 
wealth of our whole realm ; we have always had, and 
yet have a special desire and care to have wise, grave, 
and virtuous men placed in the room of heads of such 
houses. So being credibly informed of the worthiness 
of certain men which be of the foundation of your 
said house, that is to say, Marshal archdeacon of 
Lincoln, John Somer, Prebendary in our college of 
Windsor, and — Slyethurst, now head of Trinity 
college, in Oxford, who, as we may learn and are 
given to understand, be, for their learning, virtue, and 
gravity, very meet men to receive such a charge, we 
have thought good by these our letters to recommend 
them, and every one of them unto you for that purpose. 
Requiring you, in the electing of a president for your 
said house, to have such consideration as our care 
which we have of the well-doing thereof may be 
answered and your duty towards the same remem- 
bered, and as you will answer to the contrary if any 
unmeeter man than one of these be elected to that 
room. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Rich- 
mond, the 12th of August, the fifth and sixth years 
of our reign. 
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LETTER CLVIIL 

Princess Elizabeth to King Philip, a.d. 1558* 

[lEZI VIIA DI ELISABETXAy YOL. I., P. 316. //o/tOfl.] 

*^ The following letter is curious^ when conndered in connection 
with Elizabeth's subsequent detennined and Bnccessftd opposition to 
Philip of Spain. 



Sire and dearest cousin, 

The honour which your majesty has done me by 
sending a gentleman to advertise me of the -death of 
the august emperor, your father, of most glorious 
memory, agreeably reminds me that your majesty 
continues to honour me with that generous good-will 
which you have been pleased ever to bestow on me, 
and from which I have felt to much advantage that, 
in calling to mind these graces and favours, I oan 
find no other fit means of evincing my gratitude than 
by earnestly remembering that the Kfe I enjoy is 
equally the fruit of the queen my sister's goodness 
and of your majesty's magnanimous protection. 

You do me justice, sire, in being persuaded thai I 
feel as much joy at the victories you gain^ and the 
happy successes that attend your arms, as I am 
pierced with affliction at the distresses which befall 
you. The happiness I have in being so nearly allied 
to you, and not less my veneration, esteem, and obli- 
gation for your majesty's great merit, touch me too 
sensibly not to make me sympathise with you in the 
loss of a father so great and glorious. But since I 
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should offer some consolation to your affliction, I 
cannot do it better than by reminding you that your 
august father thought death so glorious that he even 
wished to die before going out of the world. And it 
is certain that if his life has been an epitome of won- 
ders, his death will also be a miracle of glory to all 
posterity. We ought not, then, to mourn the Em- 
peror Charles, your father, as one dead ; we ought 
rather to look on him as one who shall live in all 
future ages ; and, if his body is reduced to ashes, his 
name is too immortal ever to die. I am employed 
at present in reading the history of his warlike actions, 
and his great feats of courage and valour, in order to 
redouble, by the glorious memory of the father, the 
veneration and esteem which I have for the son. 

I pray God that, amidst the afflictions which such 
a loss causes you, he may load your life with pro- 
sperity and happiness ; so shall I ever, with greater 
satisfaction, assure you that I am your majesty's very 
humble servant and sister-in-law, 

Elizabeth. 

19th October, 1538. 
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